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= 1 | F105 following Diſcourſe 
: [3; being a curſory Dia- 
E i logue ) cannot admit ex- 
aft of Stile, nor endure the Teſt 
of too critical reflections, 1 he mat- 
ter, in the general, may net be un- 
worthy the peruſal of theſe who, 
knowing their Obligation, better 
than they are acquainted with its 
diſcharge,may pr baps be perſwaded, 
at laſt, to be inſtrumental in our ſet- 
tlement and Peace, nor of ſuch alſo 
A} Who, 
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To the Reader. 


who, being ju#t to themſelves in re- 
lation to their preſent quiet and fu- 
ture bliſs, would ſhun the efpouſals 
of ſuch Principles as are contrariant 
to the great Maximes of their Reas 


fon, Nothing # deſtgned derogato- 


ry to Grandeur, or ts detratt from 
Authority even in little Towns , but 
all to eſtabliſh Empire and Power, 
in juſt and equal ſubordination. 
There are ſome Expreſ$ons jocular, 


' and merry, to render the peruſal 


more pleaſant : ( and it is no wonder 


to fee Paſſion kindled in ſo large a 


Diſcourſe, where the concerns of 


both Parties ſeemed jo great.) But 
yet it ts hoped none that may give 


juſt offenſe to any that, is faitbful, 


| either to bis Prince or Religion. 


Thouzh the Vicar, by reaſon of his 
Poverty, 


To the Reader. 


Poverty, and dependences forced ts 
an high Conteſt with the Alderman, 


before he '\can obtain the liberty of 


| bis diſcourſe , yet hat urbanity or 


ſubmiſ$10n is deficient in bu expreſ- 
fron, is abundantly made up by the 
modeſty of his depertment : Nor 
Would you at all wonder at the bold- 
neſs of bis Language, if you knew 
either the Aftors, or the Scene, all, 
alike, mean, and obſcure : The in- 


' equality of the match ts only in this, 


that the Alderman is too big and 
weighty for the Vicar, and the Vie 
car, again, too nimble for the Al- 
derman, both proportionable to their 
Table, and Revenue. 


A 
Private Conference 


BETWIXT 
A Rich ALDERMAN 
AND 


APoor VICAR. 


Alderman ®,&82,9 Od mirrow M.Vicar, 
> How fares it with you 
this Morning ? 

Vicar. Tune better 
Sir, I thank your 
go20d Worſhip, for che larze Supper I had 
at your Houſe the laſt nigh. 

Ald. Tra! 'y, all reaſon in the World we 
ſhonld be kind to our oa from whom we 
receive the bread of Life : Tow ſhall be wel= 
come to me at any time: Will you walk now 
with mz, and take Jour murnings draught e 

Verily, I am much bound to this 
Town for cher kind Reſpetts: For indeed, 
they have very mici advanced my Profics 
in this place, the Ducs of my Vicaridge be« 
B ing 
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being ( as you well know) but twenty Marks 
er annum, and amoneſt you 1t 15 now raiſed 
ro full fifreen Pounds: And more eſpecially 
am I obliged to your Worſhip, for I have of 
you both Money and Proviſion 5 you do nor 
only entertain me with Friendſhip at your 
own Houſe, bur alſo give me my Loading 
home. 
Ald. Tow are a Perſon, Sir, ſo meek , and 
humble, that indeed the Corporation have as 
great an eſteem for yous as for| any man that 
has been in the Town within my remembrance, 
For ſometimes we have had thiſe, who have 
been ſo ſtubborn, and ſelf-wil'd, and [» pro- 
digionſly proud, that they have made no more 
reckoning of the Mayor and Aldermen, than 
if they had Country Gentlemen to deal with ;; 
that won!d paſs along with little ſalute, unleſs 
we quite put off eur Grandeur, and diſpenſed 
with all gravity and decornum, in moving oar 
Hits to them o84in, And ( us if the State did 
not command the ( hurch ) if we did not come 
to the place of hearing within half an hour 
after they were in their Pew, ( contrary to all 
duty beth to God and man, and what t more, 
the Antient Cuſtoms of thu Town ) they would 
begin Prayers. So that if we had any Caſtomers 
( as ſometimes you know we have ) that 


we have nit quite diſpatched, or any Poſi 
Letters 


þ 
? 
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Letters to write, which you know m4) be of 
great conſequence, or hid ſtaid out ſomething 
late Saturday night, we ſhould loſe ſome, if not 
all our Devotions. Nay, what rendered our 
lives more full of trouble than all theſe loſſes ; 
their Wives were ſo ſcandalouſly Proud, that 
they would wear their long Scarfs down to the 
ground, and now and then, by awilful miſtake, 
get oe upper hand of a Shop- keepers Wife, 
whoſe Huaband may be worth an hundred or two 
of pornds, and within alittle time may be an 
Alderman of the Town. 

Vic. Traly, Sir,T like not ſuch perempto- 
ry men ; and as for their women, becauſe 
I my ſelf am a fingle man, I can neither 
blame, nor excuſe them; becauſe I find an 
intections air 19 the World, that ſwells wo- 
mankind generally beyond their own, or 
rne:r Husbands proportion. Bur I know your 
gooducls 1s ſuch, that you would nor lay the 
Clergy too low. 

Ald. No truly, I would not have than 
made contemptible in the places where they are, 
and even in thu Town, 1 could be content they 


ſhonld take p'ace of all, Lut the Corporation and 


their Wivec. And the reaſon why we To pnſ- 
men have ſuch cnſe to aſſert the dionity of ow 


 #Vrves, ts not only becauſe I marricd my Maid 
trerk 
in 


eut of meer love, and (0 offi ion ccmmands 
E 2 much 
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much from me, Iut becauſe they aſſiſt us with 
their advice, in the managem?nt of the nnſ# 
weighty Affairs of the Town, and help ſnp- 
port that great Bxrden that our Heads and 
Shoulders are loaden withal, ſo that by theſe omr 
hononr t much exalted. 

Vic. Sir, There 15 none that ſhall more 
cordially with weltare, and exaltation to 
thar than my ſelf, and I am ſorry thaggl am 
not in a capacity to advance your Honour 
more 3 nor ſhall I trouble my ſelf in rete- 
rence unto place, bur yield ro the advyance- 
ment of what ( like a worchy Townſman ) 
you zealonfly defire. 

Ald. 1 thank you, Sir, for y:ur kind re- 
ſpeAs to the Town and Corporation, and I per- 
ceive you will every day merit and encreaſe our 
lowe to you : bt indeed that Minifter that was 
here laſt, was too remiſs in hu duty unto #4, 
though he was a man of good parts, and would 
Preach very well in the Pulpit ; but his Con- 
verſation was not anſwerable to his Deftrine, 
ner did his Deportment, tow:ird us and our 
Wives, evidence that Humility that ought to 
have been in him, or that regard that was due 
£0 4. 

Vic, Traly then he was to blame; for 


have heard that ( beſides his twenty Marky, - 


duly paid him ) he ſeldom made a Meal at 
homeg 


Th v*” 
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home, but was, as it were, che Common 
Almes-man of the Town, and a true Tren- 
cher Chaplain. And yer (leſt T ſhould ſeem, 
chrough Intercſt, ro conſenc to the ſtaining 
of mine own Coar ) IL 2m willing to excuſe 
him, and chink the beſt ; ſure your Wor- 
{hip may be parcial, and charge him too {: - 
vercly. 

Ald. How Sir ? You were as good [ay that 
1 am. unjuſt. Do you think I would offer to 
ſcandalize a man 3 or to blame him that were 
not Llime wor thy ? 

Vic, Nay, Sir, I humbly beg your Wor- 
ſhivs pardon, if my words have been raſh, or 
anadviſed. 

Ald. You do well to own your ſubjeftion to 
tu, and to ſulmnit with modeſtly, where your 
words ſhall ſeem to carry any imputation, or 
diſreſpett. 

Vic. Sir, If T could not mortifie, and 
deny my fclt, I were unfit to be a Miniſter 
in chis Town. And yer I hope you wall 
pardon mc if, for my further information 
( chac I may be the better able co limic and 
bound mine own Adtions ) Iam a little in- 
quifirive into the deporrment of my Prede- 
cefſour ; I ſuppoſe that when ( according to 
his duty ) he did nor ſtay b:yon1 che Cano- 
mical hour, .when the greater occaſions of 
B 3 the 
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the Corporation would not permit them to 
be at Church ſo ſoon as uſually ; he preſu- 
med your Worthips would not come that 
time, or elſe that the Congregarien would 
a:tend no longer. 
Ald. No: Sometimes when we have chid 
him for not having more regard #0 the Autho- 
rity of the Place, and puniſhed him with the 
loſs of his Sundaies Dinner, he has performed 
his Duty for all that : Nay, and when we 
have enjoyned him, with the graveſ} AſpeR, 
and the moſt frowning Countenance Mr, A1.:yor 
could make, and what t5 worſe, on pain of loſing 
all our Gratnities, Nay, when ſome Chapmen 
| expefted us at home, or ſome Pariſh Buſineſc 
was to be done in the C hurch, or ſome Rents to 
be divided at the Town Hall, and he has been 
commanded to cut off but haif the Prayers ; 
X this audacious and rebellious Perſon, notwith- 
ſtanding Mr. Mayors Order, read all his 
Prayers, and Preached too, and conjebtared in 
bus ungodly and wicked heart, that the Rules 
and Canons of the Church ( ſo called) were 
to be obſerved, notwithſtanding CMr. Mayors, 
not only diſcountenance but, commands to the 
SOBtT ary. 
Vic. Troly ( Mr. Alderman) with hum- *' 
ble leave firſt begg'd of your good Worſhip, 
CE 1 concetye, the Canons of the Church are 
to 


/ 
ſ 4 k 
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to be obeyed, non obRante Mr. Mayors coun- 
cer Order 3 both becauſe they are eſtabliſhed 
by AR of Parliament, and the Duty or 
Obedience to the King and Church perſwades 
us ; and laſtly, becanſe we are ſworn to cheir 

{tri&t obſervation, 
. Ald. Baxt Mr. CATayor repreſents the 
King, and therefore may diſpenſe with Penal 

Laws. 

Vic. Although the King may diſpenſe 
with Pznal Laws, and may ſuſpend the in- 
| flitions due to Oftendors, it being his great 


; Prerogative, derived fom Heaven, that makes 
- * him more properly 2 God on Earth, to be 
. able ro pardon faults, and the Execurive 
2 Power of the Law being in him, he may 


withdraw whac he cannot abrogate : Yer 
vardon me, if I fay, thar Mr, Mayor 1s not 


I 1n this the Kings Repreſcntacive, unleſs he 
_ cod exchange his Mace for a Scepter, quit 
_ lis Gown for a Robe of State, turn Calve- 
- $K1ns1nto Ermins, anc} barcar hisSattin Coife 
" tor a Crown. | 
bs Ald. Sir, Yor ar? now grown 4 little tao bold, 
7 ſhail be angry, if you thu ſpeak, againſt 
n- © Mr. Mayors Prerogative. 
P, Fic. Ihope you would not have M. Mayor 
re  acconnteda King, and Majeſty added to his 
to © Worlhip; you have for ſeveral years made 
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him Righc Worſhipful, and been (as Iam 
told ) ourragious with your Miniſter, if he 
has nat informed God Almighty of it once 
or twice every Sunday. 

Ald. 1 hope your paſſion will not mak? you 
peremptory too, and cauſe you to forget with 
whom you are diſconrſing. 

Vic. 1 humbly beg your good Worlhips 
pardon 5 *cwas only zcal for his Majeſties 
Prerogativethat thus tranſported mc ; I mult 
{Þll beſcech your excuſc, 1tf I conjecture a 
polſibilicy of miſtake in you, to think thar 
Mr. Mayor can diſpenſe with Law, as the 
Kings Repreſentative. 

Ald. Now you ſeems to relent for the miſ- 
demeanour of yoar words, I can more willingly 
hearken to your Diſcear ſe, eſpecially when your 
Language ts ſo placed, that it dors not affront, 
but acknowledge Supcriority. Pray tell me 
why Mr. Mayor, as the Kings Liente- 
nant, and Repreſentative, c.nnot diſp:nſe with 
Law. 

Vic. You know Law is not my Profell1- 
on, bur yer I can exhibire Reaſon enough 
againſt ſuch ſtrange, and ( if it might be 
pardoned ) I would ſay, wuncouth Pofi- 
clons. 

Ald. Come then let 14 hear yours, and the 
reſt I ſhall enqaire of the Town-Clerk. 

Vic. Firſt, 


*Y -* 
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Vic. Firſt, Becauſe the King himſelf does 
not pretend to diſpenſe with Law,and there. 
fore his Court of Chancery ( asT have heard) 
does not judge contrary unto Law, bar ei- 
rher mitigate, and abate its rigour, or give 
relief where Common Law gives none; that 
not the leaſt oppreſſion may be heard in our 
Streets. And, ſecondly, ſuppoſing the King 
did diſpenſe with Law, yer Mr, Mayor has 
only ſo much power as 1s commitred to him 
in a certain Charter, which indeed gives the 
Corporation power to make By-Laws, for 
the benefic of the Town 3 but by nomeans 
liberty, by themſelves, to violate As of 
Parliament, or to permit the breach of them 
in others: Bar, as to what we are at preſent 
making our enquiry into, viz. the Laws of 
the Church, theſe are wichour che verge of 
che Corporations Power, and they can nei- 
ther protec us from the Penalties and Pu- 
nithmenrs dae for {ach wiltul Difobedience, 
nor abſolve us from the guilt by che default 
contracted. 

Ald. Well, but admitting then, that Als 
of Parliament are to be oveyed; I would fain 
know how your ſecond reaſon becomesmar gumen- 
tative, and evinces your Obedience due to the 
Church, notwithſtanding onr Injunftions to the 
Contrary. 


Vic.If 


US 
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Vis. If your Worſhip pleaſe to ſaſpend 
your cenſure of my diſcourſe for a bold pre- 
ſumption, I ſhall give you an account of that 
£00. 

Ald. 7 would not have you to think me [0 


critical, or captions, but that I can heay Rea- 


fon and Argument in any dreſs; eſpecially 


when you are ſo civil,as tob'g leave for the fa- 
miliarity of your diſcourſe. 

Vic. Ichank your Worſhip for your can- 
dour and condeſcenfion ; and hall give you 
ro underſtand, that I onght co be obedient 
co the Church, nor only as I am a Member, 
or a Mtniſter, by vertue of which relations 
1 am more eſpecially obliged : But as all 
Government docs ſuppoſe Obedience and 

Pl 
Saomiſſion due, and we therefore combine 
ina Common Body, for the preſervation of 
Propriety, as well as Socicty ; ſo the detect 
of ſenſe of ſuch an Obligation, violates all 
the bonds of Authority, breaks down che 
Pale by which Government and Rule is fen- 
ced, and laies it open to every bold Uſurper, 
and Intruder. Thus not only Empires and 
Kingdoms have been laid wafte, and made 
paſtures only for Birds and Beaſts of Prey z 
bur by this means che Wall, both of ſepara- 


tion, and defenſe, being once aſſaulted, and, 


in an hoſtile manner, ſcaled and battered, 


the 
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the Temple of God is not only lefc without 

ics Bulwarks, but invaded and ſhort ar by 

its Adverſaries, until che Stracture becomes 

demoliſhed, and there 1s ſcarce one ſtone 

efr upon another. The Church ( you 

know ) is compared to a Vine, fenced in nor 

only by an immediate Providence; bat its 

own Laws, and Authority to enforce them, 
are not only that which ſupports the branches, 
bur alſo defends the very root : Now with-. 
draw but the Obligation, and ſenſe of obe- 

dience, and all the branches will deſert the 
root, the Foxes will devour their preſent 

fruit, and the wild Bore will dig up the 
root, and thus thall the whole languiſh and 
decay. 

Ald. But cannot you prove, ſume other way 
than from the nature of Government in the 
general, that obedience ts due to the Churches 
Laws ? This ſeems only to be compeſed of 
good words, without ſignificancy of an Obliga- 
167. 

Vic. IT had thought, to diſcourſe from 
Principles of Policy had been che ſureſt way 
to convince you z becauſe your Age and Wiſ- 
dom bave called you to the degree of an 
Alderman, by which ſharing in Authoricy 
and Government, you would, from the 
view of your own experience, colle& rhe 
miſery, ' 
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miſery, and deſtroying fate of the leaſt diſ- 
order, much more when diſobedience dares 
put off her Mask, and come abroad with 
open face, hurling all into an Araxy and 
Confuſion : when an embodied Society have 
aoreed upon certain Laws and Principles, by 
which they have both conſtiruced and im- 
powered a part of the whole to take care of 
che reſt, whercin particular intereſts are 
elwaics to ſubmit to the preſervation of the 
general commerce and univerſal welfare ; If 
the atings of particulars ſhall nor only ap- 
pear dilbrderly and marinous, but the very 
Magna Charta, the toundarion of the Go- 
vernment ſhall be undermined by a flac de- 
nial of any Ovedience or Homage due, it 
muſt needs diflolve the very Principles, make 
the Empirecrack with its weight and burden, 
and reduce this Community into an yniver- 
{al Chaos. 

Ald. But fince your Office is Divinity, and 
you are net called to any place of truſt in the 
Government of the State,it will ( as ſeems to 
me ) beſt become you to keep within your own 
C onfines,and tread only upon holy ground. 

Vic, Why? T hope your Worthip does nor 
think your Othce prophane, 

Ald. No, Friend, bat I think you will pro- 
phane my Authority if you dare ( notwith- 
/t anding 
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ftanding all my advice ) be chill d in the Prin- 
ciples of Policy and Government, and lay 
down Rales of (infinement to your Superionrs : 
1 muſt nit ſuff:r my ſage ears ſo far todiſpa= 
rage my head, as to endure to hear one to teach 
me mine own Trade. Pray prove obedience ts 
your Charch ſumee other way, than from Rules 
of Policy, for by this you ſeem to encroach 
upon ws ſo far, as not enly to take away our 
Priviledges and Prerogative, bat defraud £4 
of the very Arguments fo defend HS. 

Vic. It your Worthip pleaſe but to keep 
one eye open for che Churches Cauſe, and 
ler your-other ſleep ro your own Intereſt, I 
ſuppoſe I may, in mine own habic, without 
any damage ar all co your Ears, in a tew 
words, evince my duty of ſubmiſſion and 
obedience co che Church, even from che ſe- 
cond Topick mentioned ; that Obedience to 
1t 15our duty, 

Ald. That I wou'd have, not only promi- 
ſed, but performed ; for I have ſumetimes ſcen 
Reaſons, where the Stems have weighed more 
than the fruit. T 

Vic. Now your Worſhip ſeemsto be plca- 
laurz a man woald ſcarce expeR ſuch light 
wit from fo grave an head, bur experience 15 
char which makes men rich in all things. 
And yerthat I may remember your Worſhip, 

| of 
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of ſome thing which you already know ; I 
ſhall nor trouble you with the ready ſaub- 
miſſhon ( though uneaſie obedience, by reaſon 
of thoſe raging and perſecuting thorns from 
Jewifh Malice, and Heathen Fury, which 
continually, like che Souldiers Spear in our 
Saviours Side, tormented and grieved them ) 
unto the Chriſtian Church, in its Biſhops, 
and Repreſentatwes, in its firſt plancation ; 
chongh nor without the publick aflaules, of 
open Hererticks, no more than free from the 
ſecret thruſts of thoſe thar ſeemed boſome 
Friends, But I know you expett Scripture 
ſhould be judge, and prove what it fcems 
you account a Problem. For the Jews ſub- 
miſſion to their Sanhedrim, I hope you will 
not trouble your ſelf ſo much as to doabt : 
Nor for the Apoſtles ſubjection to our Savi- 
our, as to him who had the Government 
upon his ſhoulders, who received his Juriſ- 
dictionand Authority from the Father, and 
was anointed from above. Nor will you 
queſtion, I ſuppoſc, che ſubmiſſion of che 
Chriſtian Church to the Diſcipline, as well 
as Dodtrine of che Apoſtles, whom Chriſt 
inveſted with the ſame Authority that he 
had received from his Father, in relation co 
their Preſidency and Juriſdiction over the 
Church; in char Conſccration of His ; As 


my 
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my Father ſeut me, ſo ſend I you : Ouly,per- 
haps, you may ſtill doubr, wherher chis Rule 
and Authority requiring ſubmiſſion and ſub- 
jeRion to 1ts Decrees, was conveighed from 
the Apoſtles to orhers. Bur yon will have no 
cauſe ro miſtruſt char neither, when you ſhall 
ſeriouſly refle& upon the Epiſties of che 
Apoſtles to the ſeveral Churches; and 
more eſpecially co thoſe Angels and Biſhops, 
who were there intraſted with the Diſcipline 
and Government, as well as feeding the 
Flock of Chrift, which he had purchaſed 
with his blond. Or if you will obſerve 
marrer of fat, and trom thence draw the 
certainry of our Conclaftion ; You may read 
St. Pasl {ending Is Orders to Timothy and 
Titus, giving them directions how to govern 
the Dioceſſes of Crete and Epheſus, And it 
would be cndleſs ro enumerate all the Exhor- 
rations and Commands to obey our Church 
Ralers 3 Obey them ( ſaics che Apcltle) chat 
have che,Rulc over you, and ſabmir your 
ſelves, for chey watch for your ſouls as they 
that muſt give an account. Thus laſt Clauic 
plainly rctrains it to the Biſhops of Judea, 
and thercfore ei immimor ain, (ales St. Chry- 
ſoftore. But in the fifteenth of the A&s you 
have enough to ſilence all doubts of this 
nature, and bring your YVortiuv nor only co 
Reverence; 
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Reverence, bur toa refignation of your ſelf 

as to your Souls duettion and guidance 
into the Churches hands ; and then you 
will che eaſier diſpenſe with us, for obeying 
that ſo cheartully, and fidelionſly, which 
we earneſtly perſwade others to a ſubmiſſion 
TOs 

Ald. I like this diſcourſe indifferently well, 
only have a care that your Church does net 
intrench «pon the Authority of enr Town; and 
cowypel the (orporation to come and bow to your 
Altar. 

Vic, Hle warrant -your Worſhip, by the 
grace of God, if you can bur detend your 
ſelves from the Womens Tongues, you ſhall 
not be offended with Church Muſick, nor 
knock your ſhins when you bow towards the 
Alcar. 

Ald. ( ome on then pleaſant Mr. Vicar, let 
us hear the conclufign of this mMitter, you 
promiſed me ſomething . out of the fifteenth of 
the Atts. 

Vic. 1did fo (Sir ) and by Gods lIitlp I 
ſhall perform it 5 we find there chat there 
was a great difterence arole at dntiech abour 
Circumciſion, for it ſccms there had come 
down men from Judea, who taught the 
Brethren, thar except they were Circumciſed 
after the magner of Noſes, they conld not 
be 
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be ſaved 5 They preſencly therefore fele& 
their Clerks,and depute cheir Delegates, and 
Repreſentatives, to go, and joyn with the 
Colledge at Feruſalem, that fo they might 
have a full Convocation, and their Sen- 
rence, thus aſſcmvled, fully filenced all di- 
| ſpuces, and was to them a Rule and Canons 
| co which chey preſently yield obedience. 
> Ald. But this was an Apoſtelical Canon, 
* therefore infallible becauſe inſpired. 
* Pic. ThopeT ſhall obtain your pardon, 
$3f herein I re&tifie your miſtake ; Firſt, 
8 Others went with Paul and Barnalas thar 
$ were nor Apoſtles. Secondly, The Council 
# conſiſted principally of rhe Biſhops of J#deay 
Ewhereof one, ro wit, James of Jeruſalem, 
Ewas Preſident, Finally, Upon ſtrict view 
pot che whole, we find that probably here 
*awecre bur four Apoſtles there, ro wit, Peter, 
and John, who were there before, and Pax! 
End Barnabas(ent from Antioch. And this, 
craving your Worſhips pardon, I mutt look 
A1pon for my Rule, 
* Ald. But t not the Temporal above the 
Spiritus Power ? In all thus that you have 
aid, there was no conntermand of any Tem- 
oral Magiſtrate, but, in our diſcourſe, we 
appoſed Mr. Mayor to have commanded the 
MmIY Ar). 


CO V;c. Indeed, 


13 A Paivate Conkerence 


Vic. Indeed, Sir, but that neceſſity en- } 
forces me to have reſpe& to your Port, rather | 


chan Wiſdom, I could be paſſionate, to ſee | * 
you miſtake Mr. Mayor for the King and 
think che Supreme Authority of the Land ; 
ſtill confined to your own Corporation :| . 
Should your Argument be put on tothefull,} 7 
and urged with relation to the right Perſon, p 
you would pur me an hard Chapter toread,} _ 


and I muſt ſ{abmit, or loſe my. Vicaridge: b. 
But T hopea blind mans miſtake will nor puff © 
out others eyes. f o 
Ald. Sir, You are ſomething too confident 
to conjefture me ſo old, that I cannot ſee ; 
tell you, you have no eſtabliſhment in the Furl 
without the Temporal Aathority ; this ſup 
ports you, this gives you leave to perform} |, 
your Miniſtry within the Kings Dominionis 
This giver, and confirms all your maintts 
BAnce, s Þ, 
Vic, Tndeed, Sir, we have great reaſon t@ ,,. 
thank Almighty God, that he has given, 
this time, a nurſing Father to his Holff ,,,, 
Church ; and that he not only permics Chr ſel} 
ſtianiry, but encourages ir, both by hisow © ©; 
example, and liberal maintenance of both yy, 
able, and Orthodox Clergy. And I hog! ,cÞ@ 
whilſt we remember our duty to the Char 
we (hall never forger Loyalty to our King. R "28 


s 
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| Ald. Bat he that will be Loyal to the King 


T5 mil ſubmit alſo to Governours, and thoſe that 
" | hi he puniſhment 
4 are Commiſſioned by him, for the puniſhmen 
F of evil doers, and for the praiſe of them that 


'f do well. You ſeem to be very tender of his Ma> 
"Þ je/ty, but you fill forget the Mayer and Cor- 
Il, 

poration, 

Vic. Ido think I have ſufficient cauſe ro 
| remember them all days of my lite; and 
5 'Y have once mencioned their liberality already; 
| I ſhall readily obey Mr. Mayor,in all chings 
{ that the King and Laws command a ſubmifſi- 

on trom me 1n. 
, Ald, Toa ftil have your T acite Conditions, 
and leave room for a mental Reſervation : Let 
ſ# ' me adviſe yuw, to do in all things according as 
rn Ar. Mayor and the Corporation ſhall dirett ; 
_ and let not a Lawn Sleeve prevail more with 
# you than a Scarlet Gown, (urporations make 
: Parliament men, and they make all the Laws, 
= and — Give ſome credit to an old man, 
” C orporations, upon the matter, rae the Land : 
8 and th:refore hve a care you do nit wrong your 
 /elf by aff ronting them. 
| Yi. fam o far from atfroncing of your 
| Worlhips, that I ſhall be ready, upon all 
| occalions, to teſtifie my ſubmitſion and reve- 
F rence to you; {till witha ſulvs ro mine own 
1g-$ Conſcience, and thar I may keep mine 
1. BY _ Oath 
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Oath of Canonical Obedience, by which 
T have tied my felf up to the Commands 
of my Dioceſan in all lawful and honeſt 
things. 

Ald, But ſtay a little ! 1 have one Argu- 
ment beyond the care of any Biſhops, or any 
ether that I know of, for your total reſignation 
to our diſpoſal ; And that u,T hat your income 
z not eſtabliſhed by Law, nor does any Biſhop 
at all encourage Miniſters that are in Market 
Towns, but (affer them to labour without re- 


ward ; nay, not only ſo, but ſometimes they! 


have nothing for all their pains, but ſevere 
fripes from their Officers, And therefore you 
are more eſpecially obliged to ſubmit to our 


wills, becauſe your dependence is wholly wponÞ 


them, 


ptation, eſpecially to us that have lictle hope 


of larger Poſſeſſions, ſhould this be withdrawn} 
from us;bur alchough I ſhal always be ducitul 


and obedientro your Worthips, Icannot vio- 


lace the Obligation of mine Oath and Conſci-# 


ence both, and ſo make a wound upon myf 


felt, thar the whole World cannot cure. 
Ald. Come, come Mr.V icarJ would adviſe 
you to eſcape that ſnare that ſome of yow 


Pred-c:fſonrs have been entangled in, and far 
want of a die reverence «ud ſubmiſſion; 
þ.«\ 


Vic. Sir, I confeſs, Intereſt 1s a great tem- 
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have loſs almoſ# all their Benevolences. 

Vic, Traly ( if it ſhall pleaſe your Wor- 
ſhip, we were better ſuſtain ſome Temporal 
lofles, with che preſervation and fatety of a 
good Conſcience ( though I ſhould be very 
loach to1ncur your diſpleaſure ) than, by a 
violation of our Oaths,to forfeit all our faich- 
fulneſs and honeſty here, and hazard our 
welfare hereafter, only ro humour tome tew 
men, and enjoy a ſomerching more plen:itul 
Revenue, 

Ald. All this will be readily granted ; bat 
ſurely God Almighty has not tied us up [0 ſtrifty 
4 that we muſt be religions to our own preju- 
dice. He never laced our Conſciences ſo ſtrait, 
bat that we might, upon occ aſjon, widen them, 
Alas, this making Religion ſuch a cloſs Gar- 
ment, canſes it to become like Steel bodies, 
that ſometimes reduce the extravagancy of a 
ſhoulderblade, but breed an Ulcer and Conſum- 
ption in the Lungs. If we wedgh out but 4 
pound of Prunes, we allow Paper and Pack- 
thread with it ; If we ſell but a Pipe of Wine, 
we ſuffer the Vintner to be drunk into the bar- 


gain. Theſe Caſes of Conſcience hve ſpoyled 


the World : If you purſue the Conſequence of 
your Diſcourſe, I think you will quickly con= 
demn 18 all, and then we (hall not have the be- 
nefit of onr Clergy, 

C 3 V ic.Pray, 
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Vic. Pray, Sir, be nor ſo outrageous, I do | 
nor ar all ſen.cnce you, but prove mine own | 
Obligation ; and as a natural Son of the Þ 
Church, I muſt be duriful and obedient to | 
my Mother : Do you think ( beſides the 
Bond of my Relation ) an Oath to be fo 
ſlighr a thing, as to be violated and broken, 
with all the] hem of paſſion, and deliberate | 
wilfulneſs, and yet the perſon burdencd and 
loaded with all chis guilr, to eſcape the impu- þ 
ration and the Crime of Peryury ? L 

Ald. Pray, Sir, be modeſt in your Expreſ- | | 
frons, and impute what you pleaſe unte your ® 

| 
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ſelf, but have a care that you [peaknot of Oaths | 
#n general, leff you deſpiſe Dominion, and ſpeak 
evil of Dignities, 

Vic. Although, Sir, your Caucions and & | 
Commands would make any one, that had & 
not a great reſpe&t to himſelf, and a greater | 
tor you, warm with paſſion : Yer I ſhall beg 
Icave only to tell you, that he thar makesaÞ 
Promiſſory Oath, is bound (if the macter of # 
che Oath be lawful, and there beno Error in} 
the Impoſation ) as much as 1n him lies to/ 
pertorm it. 

Ald. Tom were as goed ſay, that the Mayor 
and Juſtices are all forſworn. Truly, 1 could): 

. find in my heart ts acquaint the whole Bench 
with it, and have yow puniſhed for talkin 
againſt Perjury. Vic, I | 
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Vic. Thope, Mr. Alderman, your Wor- 
ſhip will not make a Private Diſcourſe of 
Publick Concernment, nor injureme to the 
whole Houſe, for performing my duty 1n 
diſcourſe with you. But however it thall 
fare with me in relation to that, I chink 1t 
incumbent upon me as a Miniſter, to endea= 
vour to convince you of the truth of what 
either Ignorance or Irreligion cauſes you to 
miſtruſt, 

Ald. I hope you will not be ſo preſumptucn, 
as to ſuppoſe that men,arrived at our Age,and 
Grandeur, can be ſo ignorant, as not to know 
our duty, or (0 vile and Atheiſtical as not to 
perform it. 

Vic, 1fhall neither preſume to be accuſer 
or judge of any perſon in particular, but 
certainly, in che general, Perjury and con- 
rempr of Oaths, is no leſs hainons than 
damning fin ;- or elſe the third Command- 
menc wall ſcarce be Moral; nor would that 
be repeated with a ſolemn SanRion, Thou 
{halc nor forſwear thy ſelf, but ſhalr perform 
unto the Lord thine Oaths. 

Ald. Well ; but (7 uppole that grantedy that 
there u (uch a thing as Perjury : Yet it may 
conſiſt only in this, when we confirm a falſe 
thing by an Oath ; (wearing contrary to what 
we know, or are perſwaded tobe true: And this 
cannot at all reach m, C 4 Vic. l 
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Fic. I do not here ſpeak of Perjury ina # 


Witneſs, but a Judge 3 and fince you will F 
not allow mine own Oath of Canonical H 
Obedience to oblige me, let us ſee where you | 
are not perjured when you have {worn to | 


pur thoſe Laws in execution that belong to 
you as Juſtices of the Peace. 


Ald. It ſeems then you wonld ſuppoſe ws 


guilty of Perjury, for the breach of ſuch Oaths | 


as no body, that I know, keeps. 

Fic, We arc told (Tamſure) that we 
muſt nor run with the Multitude to do evil z 
and I do notthink that che Numbers in Hell 
do mitigate and abate, but rather advancc 
and encreaſe torments : For flames are not the 
leſs, but more cruel, for that they have the 
more fuel ro conſume, 

Ald. Traly, Sir, if you continue and per- 
ſevere uu ſuch Inveltiver, this Town will prove 
too hot for you, and yow will ſooner, for ſuch 
tart Speeches, forfeit all your Welfare, than 
we (hall poſſeſs miſery hereafter ; «And you 
will ſacrifice your bliſs in thoſe very flames,that 
your zeal kindl's, and yur breath blows np to 
devonr both our credit and felicity. 

Vic. Sir, as to your credit, T would not 
willingly impair thar, becauſe ſome of you 
live upon1t ; but as to your felicity, moſt 
certain It 15, if you repent not in time, 
you 
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you may chance to forfeit that eternally, 

Ald. Yowr diſcourſe ſeems now to be cloſs 
and ſeriom, and therefore pray arrive at ſome 
particulars, that 1 may underſtand what you 
drive at, that ſo 1 may be able to excuſe, or 
elſe at leaſt toretratt my f awlt. 

Vic. You now ſeem not only to have the 
port and garbe, but the mind and ſoul of a 
Pious Magiſtrate ; and therefore I ſhall a& 
friendly with you, which is beſt demonſtra+ 
ted by plain dealing ; bur I hope it ſhall nor 
prejudice my maintenance. 

Ald. Truly 'tis as you behave your ſelf, for 
it ts the ancient Cuſtome of this Town, to have 
our Miniſter alwaies bound to his good beha- 
VIOMY 

Vic. Truly, Sir, Your Worſhip may 
deal as you pleaſe with me, and entertain 
what hard thoughts you will; bur whar I 
do is out of Conſcience to my duty, and 
out of meer charity to your immorta 
Soul. 

Ald. 1f what you ſay be real, I ſee no 
reaſon but I may give you leave to go on, only 
have a care that no blot be thrown upon the 
Grandenr of the C orporation. 

Vic. Your Worſhip may already perceive 
not only candour, but ſach reſpect as is dne 


to your Wildoms, and I well knowing there 


Can 
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can be no order where Superiority is not well 
dittinguiſhed from its oppoſite, and that all 
Government requires ſubordination, you 
cannot in reaſon {uſpe& my regard to duty 
ſo much, as to fear any unhandſome re- 
fleQions, and it there be any thing that may 
create oftence, it muſt be in your own appli- 
cation, 

Ald. I ſpall thank you, Sir, for your Do- 
ftrine, if you will bat permit us to make what 
aſe we pleaſe ; for we cannot diſlike our own 
attions, for that were to recant onr juſtice, and 
proclaim to the World that we were capable of 
wiſtake. 

Vice Though the Articles of our Church 
forbid us ro account any one infallible, yet 
we ſhall be forced to yield your Power abſo- 
late, that deems 1t a derogation to admit ci- 
ther rebuke or controule, 

Ald. We muſt [tit maintain the eAuths- 
rity of the Place, and mot ſuppoſe the leaſt 
blemiſh viſzble in the face of Juſtice ; for that 
were to caſt duſt againſt the Sun, and cover 
that gloriou conntenance with a cloud. 

Vic. | readily grant to your good Wor- 
fhip, that the Power and Grandeur of the 
Town 1s to be maintained, and your Orders 
executed, withour the leaſt violation ; forif 
any Error ſhould be found in you, ic muſt 
needs 
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needs be a Scarlet Crime ; and then your 
Garments themſelves would bluſh for their 
misfortune. Yer as the pale Moen, thar 
attempts to rule a dark night, is not withour 
ſome Spots, ſo the Sun Irath his xacnle tgo z 
I] hope, therefore, if you ſhould chance, 
chrough che Glaſs of my Diſcourſe, to ſee 
ſome ſtains upon your own Garments, 
chough you might ſ{uſpe&t the Mirrour, 
you would not conclude, without due tri- 
al, that it made thoſe Spors it pretended to 
diſcover, 

Ald. Iſhall be as canlid as my Dignity and 
Office will permit, and will endeavony to hide 
that dirt that my Garment has contratted, 
when it 1s not violently caſt upon it. But 1 
think indeed, that we are as ſtrift in keeping 
onr Decorum, and obſerving the ancient Cu- 
toms of the Town, as any Corporation in Eng- 
land ; and indeed we muſt of neceſſity be obli- 
get to it, ſince, beſides that they are. both de- 
cent and laudable, we are ſworn to the obſerya* 
tion of them, 

Vic. Then it ſeems your Worthip chinks 
there 1s Obligation in an Oath. 

Ald. 1 hope you do not ſuppoſe me ſo 
Atheiſtical and irreligions, as not to believe 
that an Oath ts a 0ſt ſolemn thing ; and 
binds #1, upon pain of Divine Vengeance, to 


the 
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the performance of all thoſe tings that are 
lanfnl ; with reſpeft flill had tothe ſupport of 
our Authority, and Livelihood; and therefore 
we look upon the Obligation ſo Sacred, that 
altpongh we are not Popiſh obſervers of Feſti- 
vals, yet we think it our duty to be puntiaal in 
keeping all the ſtited and publick, Feaſts of 
thu Town, according to Cuſtom, not only that 
we may oblige our Friends at the Town Charger, 
and ftrengthen the Sergeants that they m1y the 
better ſupport the great burden of the Mace, 
ant attendance, but thoſe daies we appear in 
Publick, to the terrour and aftoniſmens of 
inferiour Townſmen, in cur Sattin Doublets 
made big for the prirpuſe 5 and ſo ztalows are 
we in the performance of this Duty, that you 
ſhall ſcarce have one miſſing, but the whole 
Corporation compleat and full, Nay, if we 
want the leaſt Punililio either of time or place, 
or have any diſtance in our Ranks broken, or 
any A'derman ſhon!d chance, through inad- 
wertency, to mend his pace, or finally, any 
Burgeſs ſhon!d neglebt or refuſe to pay that ho- 
mage and hononr due to our Grandenr, we 
preſently, in a grave and ſolemn manner, pro- 
nounce him perjured, and ſometimes, fer the 
ſecond or third offence, he is disfranchized, and 
removed both from the Honour and Society of 
the (orporation. 

Vic, That 
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Vic. Thar craly isſtrict and ſevere,and ic 
ſcems affrightens and terrifies more than an 
Excommunication from the Biſhops Courts, 

Ald. Alas ! if our Laws ſhould carry no 
mire force with them than your Canons, which 
are Guns only without any thing to charge 
them; and the frown of an «Alderman ſhould 
not be more than the rage of a Biſhop, we 
might hang up our Gowns as Enſigns over the 
Graves of our Honour, which world not oaly be 
dead, but buried tos. 

Vic: Burt the Thunderbolts of Jove were 
alwaics feared, and when an Excommunica- 
tion comes forch, Heaven chen diſcharges 
its Artillery, and thall nor the Inhabitants of 
the World trembleand be afraid? 

Ald. *Tis a great way betwixt Heaven and 
Earth, and the ſpaciows air will make the Bul- 
let ſpend its force before it arrives to hit the 
Mark; nor do we think Heavens Ordnance ſs 
ill guarded, that any upon the Earth can come 
to fire them ; and if there were both Permi [ſion 
and Authority, we would truſt them at a Bat- 
tery ſo far from mw, when we only hear the 
noiſe, but do not feel the ſtroke » But now the 
Temporal eEMagiſtrate bears not the Sward in 

vain; when Mr. Mayor ſpeaks, the inferi- 
our Townſmen fear an Earthquake ; and. 
sh'n he ſtriker, "tis not fire to light his 
C-ndle, 
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candle, but he makes the ſtreets belch forth 
flamer, 

Vic. Traly, Sir, I never took his Worſhip 
for an Incendiary ; and as for his Speech ir 
is ſo flow and ſeldom, that it had need be to 
purpoſe when it comes. 

Ald. Thus have I ſeen, when 1 was inthe 
Straits, the lofty Etna caſt forth both fire and 
ſmoke. 

Vis. And thus have I heard an hollow 
Mounrain frequently making great noiſe. 

Ald. 7 hope you do not accornt us hollow, 

Vic. No, Sir, that were ſcandalouſly diſ- 
« ingenious,when we are diſcourſing of Town- 
Feaſts ; the fimulicude only lodged in the 
Mountain, to which you may ar this rime 
juſtly be compared. Bur that you may nor 
force me any longer to ſuch wandring di- 
{courſe g I find by your brisk and pleaſant 
Relation of your Town Cuſtoms ( which 
I muſt confeſs ſo noble and great, thar they 
are diſproportionable ro my underſtanding ) 
that you are nor only pleaſed wich their due 
and punctual obſcrvation 5 bur think chis 
your grand 'Obligation co perform them, 
becauſe you have ſolemnly ſworn there- 
Ws - |: - | 
Ald. I hope, Sir, I did not ery in that 
eAſſertion, nor have mine old age, whoſe 
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eyes aredim, been guilty of an over-ſight. 

Vic. No, Sir, your Worſhip, in my poor 
judgment, hatch in this ſpoken abundance of 
Reaſon; and in that you alſa charged the 
violation of thoſe Cuſtoms you are {worn 
to, with the damning and odious Crime of 
Perjury : but from this C oncelſion of yours 
I fhall deduce that Conſequence which, 
I fear, we fhall have ſome Controverhe 
about, 

Ald. 1 hope you will not be ſo preſumpts- 
ouſly bold, as to dave contend with me ; 1 doubt 
you will get ©but little by yotuy ſhot, beſides a 
rebound of your ballet back into your own face : 
Pray, Sir, let your Expreſſions be phraſed 4 
little more madeſbly. 

Vic. Iam ſorry that it is my misfortune 
not to talk with one upon equal terms, 1t 1s 
my perpetual miſery to place my words, for 
the moſt part (ro your Worthip ) as to be 
miſconſtrued, and miſtaken by you. I de» 
{1gn no diſreſpect to yon, nor any diſhonour 
co the Corporation, and I am ſure I amuſed 
co diſtance ſufficiently, thar I may be ac- 
quainted with it better. 

Ald. 1 am glad to hear you ſo humble, and 
penitent, as to recant your Error, and t00 ar- 
rogant Expreſſin; ſince you ſeem to be a 
perſon thas know how to be civil, I fhall 
lend 
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lend an ear to your Conſequence and Dedaiti- 
83. 
Fic. With leavethen from your Worſhip, 
itis this, that if you are bound to obſerve 
your ancient Cuſtoms ( becauſe ( as you 
ſay ) you are ſworn to their obſervation ) 
much more are you obliged to puniſh Vice, 
and nnlawtul Aflemblies, whether of riotous 
perſons in the Vulgar notion, or of Non- 
conformiſts in a new dreſs, becauſe you are 
ſworn to that roo. 

Ald. Did not I firſt ſeverely admoniſh you, 
#hat yorr ſpeech ſhould be withoat refleftions, 
and that your care ſhonld be great that you did 
wot blemiſh the glory of our Corporation; and 
on thts condition I wonld hear your Doftrine, if 
you would permit me to make mine ewn uſe of 
it? 

Vic. All chis( if it ſhall pleaſe your good 
Worſhip ) ſhall be readily granted ; nor do 
I think LI have yer broken the Laws of our 
Diſcourſe; for have cordially exprefled my 
ſelf, in relation to the honour of che Cor- 
poration, and I hall ſtill leave you to 
make what uſe you ſhall think fir of my De- 
bace 3 bur Juſtice I hope ( with which I 
know your ſage head, like a Gold Ring, 
is ſufficiently cnamell'd ) will plead with 
you for a proportionable, though not equal, 
Laticude : 
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Latitude : and you will give me leave to ma'ce 
ſome ule of your Do&rine. 

Ald. I ſee 'tis in vain any longer tore- 
ſtrain you, for you will tell truth in the f ice of 
the Sun: Draw what Conſequence you will from 
me, but Ile afſare you 1 will ni:hdraw my Purſe 
from you. 

Vic. 1 am ſorry I muſt diſoblige your 
Worſhip ſofar ; for indeed,to ſay cruch, you 
were the beſt Friend I have in the Town 
T had cwo Shillmgs a year trom you duly di- 
vided into halt-yearly payments, beſides 
ofcencimes free acceſs ro your Table; bur if 
I muſt forfeic this for pertormance of my 
duty , I hall never offer my Sacred Functi- 
on at ſuch a Shrine, nor ſacrifice truch upon 
E aSilver Altar: LImuſt plainly cell you chen, 
you ſeem 'ro me, from your own diſcourle, 
co have brought upon your ſclt the moſt hai- 
nous aud abominable fin ot Perjury. 

Ald. O abomination ! as I am an Alderman, 
and thereby a perſon of honowr 5, You are worſe 
| than all that were here before you, 4 newer 
| heard ſuch arude and wicked wird come from 4 
# Miniſters mouth before. 

# Fic. Tharpcrhaps may be the reaſon, way 

© you do no bercecer under {tard 1c. 
Ald. God Almighty give me patience; 
wrely, if you are not mare medeſ} in your 
D d Priement, 
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deportment, I ſhall be forced to call for @ Ser- 
eans. 

Vic. If your Worſhip want any thing, I 
am here ready to attend upon you; bur I 
beſeech youzSir, be not angry with your own 
Conviction for perhaps God Almighty may 
make me inſtrumental, not only ro diſcover 
your guilt, buc,upon yourrepentance, to pro- 
vide a remedy. | 

Ald. 1 aw glad to hear, that you have 
Lerdials abont you, as well as Purgations ; for 
truly thus » ſtrange Phyſick you are now admi- 
niſtring ; ner ams I yet ſatisfied that wy wound 
3% of that kind which you would apply your 
Plaiſter to; or at leaſt nut ſo deep as you mak 
it. Do you think then that we are bound tt 

keep all the Oaths that we have taken ? 


Vic. No, Sir, I am ſo tar from yieldings 


ro ſuch conjectures, 'thar there are ſeveral! 
Oaths, chat you and many of your Brethres 
have taken, thar have ſo torn and vacated 
both che Kings Prerogative, and the Subje& 
Priviledges ( which are then only preſervet 


and fate, when both are 1nviolaced ) char 


” ſhould be no leſs treacherous to my Prin 
than a publick Adverſary to mine own Int 


xcſ{t, thould I in che leaſt concede their Obl& 


gation. 
Ald. Pray, Sir, whats are thiſe ; for 
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ſeew now to load us with a ftrange inaputeti- 
0 ? 

Vic. I do not at all preſume to burden 
your Worſhip with any guilt, which your 
own Actions have nor contracted ; but out 
of render reſpe& to thar Soul of yours, 
which is now legally commirred ro my care 
and charge, I would endeavour to convince 
you of the hainouſneſs of your Crimes : 
that ſo, if poſſible, your tears may quench 
that faery zeal, that proved an Incendiary to 
the whole Nation, and burned our peace 
and plenty inco aſhes ; rhar your repentance 
may beas ſolemn, as that League which cau- 
{ed your guilt. 

Ald. Trsly, Conſcience ( which t the little 
God within us, and does mere ſometimes than 
Swords and Armies ) us certainly ſo prevalent 
and powerful, chat it will make baſtfulneſs put 
ow confidence, and will ſpeak ſometimes though 
to the temporal detriment of him that owns it, 
though there be great diſproportion betwixt th: 
Diſcourſers ; and therefore let me for once be 


| fo patient 4 to hear the Accuſation you have 


againſt me, and my Brethren, while ſt 1 deny 
my ſelf fo far, as to lay afide all Grandeur 
and State, and become your quiet ( though, 1 
hope, 1 ſhall be unconcerned) Auditor : 
Tell me plainly thoſe particular Oaths 

2 th. 
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that you think we are not bennd to ke'p. 

Vic. I ſuppole, Sir, you will be ſo good 
a Chriſtian, as to be willing co attend ro 
whar may be a means of conviction, and 
eaſe you of ſome of chole ſeeming Obligari- 
ons which a great many account Sacred, anc 
Solemn, eſpecially fince you appear willing 
co diſburden your (clt, even 1n thoſe things 
( by your omitſhons ) where your own power 
cannor diſengage. Thoſe Oaths and Vows 
chen, which I ſuppoſe you arc no: obliged 
to keep, are theſe three: The Solemn League 
and Covenant, the Negative Oach, and the 
Engavement z as too many that may be more 
privare, let them {till remain, as chey had 
their fiſt Sanion privace berwixe God and 
your own Conſcience. 

Ald. Bmt bare aſſertion zs no proof ; yore 
have ſeen hiw many cen(ciencious, and, what 
z more, wealthy men too, Have departed froms 
their Authirity, and Honoxr in thts, and ſe- 
veral other Corporations, becanſe they com'd 
not permit themſelves ts deny Lut one of thoſe 
Oxths, you mentioned, to bc Obligatory and 
binding. 

Vic,.l have lcarned, Sir, to diſtinguiſh 
perw1ixe Incereſt and Conſcience; and rhere- 
tore cannoc bur hunt ſorue by-ends ( more 
prevalent uſually wich ſach kind of men 
chan 
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than the fincericy of ther Religion ) which 
they may ar leaſt be ſuppoſed to aim ar,racher 
than the preſervation of their Conlciences 
withour wound, or the «ceping their Princ1- 
ples difintangled from Error. 

Ald. I cannot imagine what thoſe may be, 
fince thoſe that are arrived at our Grandenr, 
had rather part with any thing, than th:iv 
Gowns, and will (acrifice any thing to their Ho- 
nour and Authority. 

Vic. Any thing, Sir, but their own In- 
tereſt: bur fince you think men oth {o well 
live by an airy name, I ſee no reaſon why 
you may not entertain jn your belief, chat 
thoſe men who forſook their intereſt jn Cor- 
porations, becauſe they would nor renounce 
the Covenant, migh: but only change one 
ſort of Hononr, for what chey thought an- 
other, and ſo the ambicious humour might 
{till be fed. 

Ald. 7 cannot imagine what honour can be 
mare pleaſing, than that which our Corporation 


| £1Ves « fur here we are reſpected almaſt to *4x:- 


ration, and our Aft, of taſtice are without 
controule; ny ned we take much pains ( like 
eth:r A. -orſtrates in the Country ) to be lea n= 
ed in the Law, ſince we uſually 1m 1ke the { 14- 
fti:ms of our Town ( thuagh they may [ me- 
times interfere withth e Beek of Stutrtes | the 
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Rule and Meaſure of all owr Attions. And 
then Ile tell you one private Principle, that we 
heep unto our ſelves ( and 1 hope you will not 
dare to tell it abroad ) we commonly paniſh only 
poor men, that are not able ta make an appeal, 
for "tis abſolutely requiſite, that men in our 
places ſhould be great Politicians. 

Vic. Tam loath toadventure the diſcovery 
of ſo much confidence, as to tell you, thar 
this laſt Item proclaims you kind to Egypti- 
an Task-maſters, as much as your forlorn 
Companions deſerting cheir ſhare and inte- 
reſt in Authority, ſmells ſtrong of Onions 
and Garlick : But alchough you are ſo well 
pleaſed with your honour, you being Gods 
C as you fay ) that are adored, yer it ſeems 
your delcreors forſook your Mace, and 
X” Scarlet too, rather than to reje& their Cove- 
nant. 

Ald. That were only thoſe that were (5 
ſquemiſh, as to make their Intereſ> ſtiop to 
Conſcience, 

Vic.l thonld think rather that their Con- 
ſcience here ſtooped to Intereſt. 

Ald. How ſo ? 

Vic. Becauſe they had a threefold Cord, 
which was repreſented inthe Covenant, that 
bound them ſufficiently ro what they did 
( chough perhays Cords might have been 
employed 
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employed to a better uſe about chem. ) Firlt, 
By their denial of that renunciarion, they 
gained more honour and repute among 
their own Party ( which ( in the Language 
they threaten the Nation with ) are nume- 
rous and momentous ) than they could poſſ1- 
bly loſe in deſerting yon. Secondly,Hereby 
they are freed ( together with the honour ) 
from the charge and burden of Publick 
Offices 3 which well ſnits with that beloved 
Coverouſneſs, that moſt of char Party arc 
qualified withal. And, laſtly, chey till 
enjoy all the benefies, not only of Common 
Townſmen, but of Burgefles too, and lolC 
nothing, bat charge and burden,which they 
endeavour perpetually to avoid. 

Ald. Traly in this, you have told 15 move 
than ever I thought of before ; though no que- 
ftion bat I had it in my mind, beca.vſe my 
aſſent to it ts ſo quickly ozined, But methinks, 
they, being now in ſ0 good a condition, ſhould net 
attempt, what we daily fear, an alteration of 
the Government. 

Vic. Were they men that would bur 
allow natural D:ducions from rational 
Principles ( as they will nor, for that they 
decry reaſon as carnal ) Icould catily, from 
this, demonſtrate, that they muſt cer 
violence to their own Facultres, when evcr 
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they actempt an alteration or change. 

Ald. Pray do it then for my wſe ( for it ts 
no abſurdity for the greateſt Politician to hear 
advice, though perbaps at laſt he will make 
uſe of hu own) that ſo I my mt joyn with 
ther again, to the prejudice of my Facalties 
$00. 

Vic. You know, Sir, that your Worſhip, 
who has been ſo good to me, may command 
any thing from me again ; and therefore I 
(hall not at all r{faſe ro remember yon, of 
what it would be arrogance to pretend an 
ntormation 5 That whoſoever arremprs che 
alceratiun of any Government, 1t 1s upon 
aſſurance, or ar leaſt preſamprtion, that the 
conſtitating of another becomes his parcicu- 
lar Inkereſt, and char ic will be better with 
him under that Authority he endeavours to 
introduce, than it 1s at preſeut under that 
which has the immediate ſway. But now 
theſe perſons, tiat we are diſconrſing of, 


cannot place themſelves 1n thoſe Circum- 


ſanccs wherein they thall be freer from trou- 
ble, or enjzy themſel es, or cheir Eſtates with 
Ic noiſe, or burden, than in that Condition 
in eh/ch they now arez and therefore it 
muſt needs be an unreaſonable attempt, for 
this Parcy to cudcaiour an alicration of 
Aifaits. 

Ald. 7 
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Ald. I under ſt and the general drift of your 
Argument; and you know the old Saying, 
A word to a wiſe man is enough. But me- 
thought I heard you offering at ſomething but 
now, to prove to me that thoſe three Oaths, 
mentioned by you, and taken by me, and my 
Brethren, do not oblige; and 1 the rather 
mind you of this promiſe, becanſe Oaths are 
ſuch burdenſome thing s,that (though 1 ſhall not 
ſo far depart from my Religion, as with the 
eAnabaptiſt, and Quaker, to deny the taking 
of any Oaths ) I would be eaſed of the per- 
formance of them, 

Vic. I guets that by your Worthips a&ti- 
ons, and therefore ſhall, by Gods Grace, ſer 
your Worlhip at liberty from choſe three z 
bur perhaps that may make way for the Ob- 
ligation of others, 

Ald. #+ll, Sir, I am willing to adventure 
that, though, to tell trath, I liked thoſe 
three, better than [ ome that I have taken 
ſince. 

Vic. Iam ſorry your Worſhip has yet any 
Kindneſs for Bell and the Dragon, which ( be- 
des that, they are now generally looxed up- 
on as Apocryphal ) have devoured the ſub- 
ſtance of three Kingdoms ; and than which, 
I think, there werenever more 1mptous, and 
unlawtul Impoſitions, 


Ald, Beg 
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Ald. But bow do they appear to be ſuch de- 
formed and affrighting Monſters ? 

Vic. To floatin generals, were to adven- 
eure your Worſhip in a broad and dangerous 
Sca, 3n a little Boat, without Sails or Oars ; 
and might argue me ( what I never was) a 
cunning Sophiſter, rather than a rational 
and fair Diſcourſer. I muſt therefore firſt 
ſingle mine Adverſaries, that ſo encountering 
them, I may with the greater facility prove 
a Conquerour. 

Ald. If yow perform what you promiſe, 
#r1ly yr ſhall have my wote for a better living ; 
not only becauſe the ſight of you will alwaies put 
me in mind of my Gullt, and ſo detraf from 
the pleaſure of my life, but alſo for your own 
altvantage, that a contr ated maintenance may 
ry longer hinder the enlargement of your know: 

edge. 

TF ic. I thank your Worfhip for your re- 
ſpes, both to your ſelf, and me; and 
ſhall, with your good leave, immcdiatcly 
draw up an Inditment againſt the Cove« 
nant- 

Ald. Pray, Sir, be as brief as you can, or 
etherwiſe our Dinner may give an interruption 
to your diſcony ſe. | ; 

Vic. I ſhall not then take it aſunder, al- 
though there js in almoſt every buth a Thuck, 


and 
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and under every hedge an Ambuſcado z bur 
ſhall endeavour to rout the main body, and 
then the ſmaller Partics will ſeparate of 
themſelves, The Coveuant then 1s not only 
to be renounced, but abhorred by all che 
peaccable Profeſſors of Chriſtianity. Firſt,Be- 
cauſe it 15 quite oppoſite ro our natural Alle- , 
geance to our King, by vertue of which we 
are obliged, to preſerve his Royal Perſon, 
againſt, nor only Privare Inſurrections ar 
heme, but, Publick Enemies abroad 3 and 
not to make our {elves Judges of his Actions 
ſo far, as, with limication- and condition, 
only to defend and preſerve his Royal Per- 
{on and Authority, ſo far as his ſhall con- 
ſerve and defend the crue Religion and Li- 
berties of the Kingdoms, as in the chird Ar- 
ticle of the Solemn League: For if this La- 
tirude be given to the SnbjeRs of any Prince, 
his Religion and Actions muſt of necefity 
be arraigned at the private Bars of thoſe 
SubjeAs, chat are moſt inferiour, as well as 
thoſe that artend more immediately upon 
the Throne; andevery particular muſt plead 
a lawful and ſufficient excaſe for withdraw- 
ing from the preſervation of his Prince, if 
he (hall, either through Ignorance, or Inte- 
reſt, conjecture, that the King does nor pre- 
ſerve the true Religion, or che Laws and 
Liberties 
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Liberties of che Kingdom ; which what they 
are,is {till left co the raſhneſs, or indiſcretion 
of every ignorant and illicerare head. This 
ſers the SubjeR above his Prince, and looſens 
and overthrows the very Foundations. Na» 
tare it ſelf, and that Subje&ion which rea- 
fon ( without the Obligation of an Oath ) 
{ufficiently enforces, muſt needs teach us the 
bold impieties of ſuch an Oath, that will 
baniſh Order out of the World ; and lay 
open Gods Anointed, whom he has conſe- 
crated his Delegate, to every bold uſurping 
Traytor, that will at any time adventure to 
drencha Crown in its own gore. 

Ald. 1 eaſily ſee your firſ® Paſs made at 
the Covenant, which ſeems to have given 
it ſome wound. Let wa ſee alſo your ſecond 
aff 2ult. 

Vis. T am glad to ſee your Worthip fo 
chearful at the wound of ſuch a Friend ; I 
was afraid you would have wepr for ic now, 
fince, I know, you thed drops of bloud for 
it formerly. 

Ald. That was in my younger years, when 
bleeding was as neceſſary as my Viftuals; I 
did only, as ſom? are wont to do at the Univer- 
fities, when you have a great Creation of Gra-= 
dates, or when a mnltitude of Knights are 


Dabbed on a day ſet apart on purpiſe, run in 
among 
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among the Herd. But pray, Mr. Vicar, you 
promiſed ſome more reaſons, 

Fic. I thank you, Sir, for your recalling 
of a wandring thought. The ſecond Argu- 
ment I have learned againſt che Covenant, is, 
Thar ir is contrary to the Prerogative of 
Kings, not only appropriate to them under 


the Old Teſtament, bur alſo, as ſoon asthey 


became Chriſtian, under che New ; char is, 
ro have the power of retorming Religion-in 
cheir own hands; and chis was ſufficiently 
exprefled in che Oach of Supremacy ( which 
I queſtion not bur char you had before ca- 
ken ) where the King's Majeſty is acknow- 
ledged, and under che moſt Sacred Obliga- 
tion owned, the Supreme Ruler and Mode- 
rator of che Kinzdom, governine all Perſons 
and Cauſes Ecclehaſtical and Civil: And 
not only ſo, but you added an Oath to con- 
firm and make your promule Sacred and In- 
violable, ro defend and preſerve, as much as 
in you lay, his Juriſdictions, Priviledees, 
Przeminencies, and Authorities whaclocver, 
either granted and commended to che cruſt 
and managery of the Kings Majeſty, or elſe 
zjoyned and annexed co che Imperial:Crown 
of chis Kingdom. Part of which, there is 
none tharundeiſtands any ching of che Scare 
of his Country,or Religion, buc unmediacely 
recxons 
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reckons Spiritual, or Eccleſaſtical Juriſdi- 
&ion, for correion and amendment of all 
Errors, and abuſes in Charch Afﬀairs. To 
enter therefore into a League and Covenant, 
contradicting and violating a former Oath, 
char plucked alſo a choice Jewel our of our 
Sovereigns Crown, aud entrenched upon his 
Royal Prerogarive, js an Action to be aban- 
doned by Mankind, and damned to that 
place, ro which, iris co be feared, it has con- | 
demned many a Promoter. | 

Ald. T hefſe methinks are hard words, and 
were it not 4 derogation ts my Honowr, and a 
blenaiſh pon my Grandenr, 1 could almoſt be 
ſorry, and ſigh for my taking it ; But 1 hope, 
as 1 was ſaying but now, 1 ſhalt paſs ſtill ansong 
the Herd. 

Vic. Traly, Sir, without repentance, 1t 
muſt be amongſt the Goats - tea and I 
would adyiſe you ( and if in any thing I 
may inform, chen in' this ) co be ſcrious, 
where Erernicy w1ll be che meaſure either 
of your bliſs or miſery: Will you be 
pleaſed that I thall proceed ro the third 
rcaſon ?. 

Ald. Yes, to any thing, ſo as 1 maybe rid 
of thoſe I have already beard. | 

Vic, Then, thirdly, your Worſhip muſt 
caſily gran, char ir was not impoled by a 

lufcienc 
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ſufficient power. For an Oathcannot law- 
fally be taken by a perſon ſabjeR ro another, 
in relation to thoſe particulars in which his 
{ubje&tion is due, or to conſtitute any thingy 
or confirm ir, by ſuch a Solemn San&ion, 
concerning thoje marrers in which he is law- 
fully ſubjeed, wichour the leave and per- 
miſſion of his Saperiour. Firſt, Becauſe in 
chis he does an injury to anocher, and ob- 
liges himſelf co injuſtice by an Oath ; 
becauſe he derermines, and diſpoſes of 
choſe matters, and affairs, that are totally 
dependent upon anothers Commands, 
And, Secondly, becauſe every one, in 
choſe things in which he is ſubjeed to a 
Superiour, 15 bound to attend and obey hvs 
Will, and be paſſive only in rclation unto his 
diſpoſal, to whom he has been obliged, c1- 
cher by Nature, Contra, -or a precedent 
Oath ; which ne ſubſequent can diſanul. 
And chough theſe Reaſons are ponderous 
enough ro weigh down whatever can be pro- 
duced ro thecontrary ; yer, if you try them 
by the weights of che SanQtuary, you will 
not findagrain deficient. For the thircieth 
of Nw#mbers is, throughour the whole, a 
compleart confirmation of this particular ; 
where if a woman, remaining m her Fa- 
chers Houſe, whileſt ſhe & nnder his cuition 


and 
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and Government, vow a Vow unto God» 
and bind her ſelf by a moſt Sacred Bond 5 
that Bond and Vow,though never ſo ſolemn» 
wasto be null, and voidzif her Father diſal- 
lowed it; 

Ald. But th: Holy League ( I hope ) was 
no ſuch thing, that was cloathed with ſuch un- 
luckie (ircumſt ances. 

Vic. Yes, Sir, that it was; For, firſt, 
the King not only diſallowed, bur proteſted 
againſt ir, ſo tar was he from giving it the 
leaſt Contenance, or Sanction : And had he 
indeed conſented to that, he knew he ſhould 
ſeale his own rune, as well as violate his Co- 
ronation Oath, and make a Deed of Gift of 
all his Prerogacave. 

Ald. Then it ſeems this was a Net that 
wor'd have entangled and catched beth King 
and Subjeft. 

Vic. Ic was a Net, Sir, that was fit to fiſh 
with in troubled waters, for had nor the 
Rivers been ſtained with bloud, and the 
Clouds of Heaven, as well as the Mad of the 
Earch, darkned the Wacers, 1c 15 1mpofhible 
thac ſo much fiſh ſhould have come to ner ; 
the Web being ſo monſtrouſly big, that all 
'thac had eyes would have ſccn the Snare : 
bur ſo it was, that it had fatal Circumſtances 
attending it, that it might prove a rune ro 
fuch 
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ſuch a People that were out of love with their 
own beauty, murmured and repined at their 
own plenty, and were willing to abandon 
their blefſings and felicity. 

Ald. Well, Sir; I have no reaſon to ſay 
much agaiaſt what you reply ; but I can ber 
witneſs to the O'd Proverb, that it was pood 
fiſhing in troubled waters: But pray make good 
Jour ſecond particular, that the matter 
of the Covenant was not within our own 
power. 

Vic. That I ſhall make good to your 
Worſhip roo. Bar, fiſt, I muſt rake no- 
tice by che by, that your Worſhip would 
makea good Pope ; for that you have, I per- 
ceive, got a ſpecial Argumenc to prove your 
ſelf St. Peters Succeflour, becauſe you have 
catched ſuch fiſh as brought money in their 
mouths, 

Ald. I tell yon, Sir, I had rather have 
my Shop full of them, than of Red Herrings, 

Vic. Well, there's falc however in a Red 
Herring, bur I never knew your Worlhip 
{o covetous before z however let us throw 
aſide the fith tor the preſenc, and taken» che 
Net. The matter of che Covenant was nor 
within your own puwer, becauſe thoſe 
very things whiciz you Covenentcd ro alter 
and cxcirpate, and what ye. {wore to 
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defend and maintain, were all contrary 
to that duty and ſabjeftion which before, 
borh by Birch, and Oaths, you owed to his 
Majeſty. 

Ald. How (« ? 

Vic. But that I muſt allow to your Wor- 
ſhip the infrmities of OlA Aze, and ac- 
count your memory as ſhort as your days : 
I coul elſe rell you that, bnt juſt now, it 
was plain!y. evinced, to be quite oppoſite to 
oar Natural Obligations, to our Oaths ef 
Allegeance, and Sapremacy, and not only 
rended to che diminwton, but the toral de- 
ftraction of che Kings Prerogative. 

Ald. You are ſomething zealoms in your 
cauſe, Mr.) icar. 

Vic. Nor fo zealous as your Worſhip was 
formerly in yours, my Zeal is neither ſo hot, 
as to boyle over into raging fury, nor yet ſo 
blind, asnor to fce irs own Object z and yet 
I hope I !hall obtain your Worthips pardon, 
it io much giſcourſe begins ro make me a 
liccle warm. 

Ald. / hope this Town ſtands in an Air that 
2 able to cvol you ; and therefore pray make 
yoar laſt particalar a little plainer. 

Vic. 1 thall chearfully anderrake that 
task, and I moſt humbly chank your Wor- 
{1yp for your patience 3 You at au 
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the Proem, and ConcluGon, the Covenant 
conſiſted of fix Arcicles. Every one of which 
is quire oppoſire to that obedience, you be- 
fore were engaged for to his Majeſty 3 be- 
ſides the forfeirure of thac Religion your 
Fore-fathers died for, 

Ald. 1 world fain bear this proved. 

Vis. Thar you ſhall certainly, Sir, with- 
out injury to any thing bur your own patt- 
ence, As to your Religion, the ewo firſt 
Articles do ſo palpably offcr violence co chat, 
it not only demolithing the preſent ſtracture 
of our moſt famous Churches, bur utterly 
exctirpating that pious and moſt ancient 
Order of Biſhopsz ( without which ſome 
doubt whether the Chriſtian Church can 
have its being ) and by chis means leaving us, 
as much as 1n it lies, without any fucure 
hopes of a true Pricſthood. 

Ald. But how does it oppugne that obedzence 
that we were before engaged to perform to his 
Majeſty ? 

Vic, That your Worthip may with great 
faciliry diſcern ; when you thall conſider, 
that you were before obliged co preſerve and 
detend, nor only his Majeſties Perfon, bur 
allo all his Przemincncies, and Prerogacave 
part of which 1s, notoriolly known tobe, 
Eccleſiaſtical as well as Civil Government, 
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and conſequently the power of reforming 
Religion ; and therefore the offering at an 
Alteration without him, attempts the de- 
traction of thar blefled mixture, that, Law- 
yers inform us, is in his Perſon, and violates 
his Royal Prerogazive z beſides the diminu- 
tion of his Revenue, by aboliſhing of the 
Hierarchy, from whoſe Firſt-fruits and 
Tenths he reaps no ſmall advantage; nay, 
finally, ir makes part of a Parliament con- 
tradict and abrogate, what the whole had 
before, by ſeveral Acts, and Statures, eſta- 
bliſhed, fixing Prelacy by Laws that cannor 
jaſtly be repealed : by a power leſs than what 
at firſt eſtabliſhed ir. 

Ald. Traly, I did not think ſo much could 
have been ſaid againſt what carried ſuch 
ſpecious pretenſes; but it ſeems there 


lodged a Snake in the midſt of thoſe ſweet 


herbs. Pray, Sir, proceed to your refl-Eions 
pon thoſe other Articles that remain unconſ6- 
dered. 

Vic. I would not have your Worſhip co 
conjecture,thar my diſcourſe will be fo much 
as a Breviate and Epitome of what many 
perſons have writ in Folio 3 For here have 
ſcarce been more hunters of the Beaſt in the 
Revelation ( whole exact number a melan- 
c'1olly perſon once found out in che words of 

che 


Eee. ————— 


, <> Sn 


nade Publick. 53 
the Covenant) than there has been of chis 
Scotch Monſter ; however, that we may lee 
alſo how grcat friends chey are to his Maje- 
ty, we need travel no further than the rchird 
Article, which engages us to preſerve che 
Kings Perſon, only in the conſervacion of 
true Religion, and che Liberties of the King- 
dom; which laies him open (as I hinted 
before ) to every Traytor or Enthuſiaſt, char 
has, either malice, or, madneſs enough 
to conclude him an enemy to both, 
or either ; Bur (what may be worth 
your obſervation ) in the ſame Arrticle, 1n 
which the preſervation of the King's naked 
Perſon, ſtripped of all his Royal Preroga- 
tive, is limited, care is taken, that the Pri» 
viledges of Parliamcnrt, and the Liberty of 
the People be ſtrictly maincained, without 
an interpretation or reſtriftion ar all.z which 
loudly proclaimes to the whole World 
what friend{hip this League deſigned for his 
Majeſty. 

Ald. Methinks 1 begin to withdraw my 
offeftion from that which 1 had once a kindne'; 
for ; and 1 fear this wound to hrs Sacred M1 
jeſty, was but a kind of Proloone to that Tras 


ged)y that ſucceeded it, 


Vic. Althongh I cannot bat very much 
ejoyce, to ice your Worſhip confuming char 
= 1 Act 
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AR with your Judgment, which the Penal- 
ty of a Law then only ſeemed to extort; to 
wit, the renunciation of the Covenant : Yet 
I ſhall further, T hope, enhance your abhor- 
rency of this ſtrange Beaſt, no leſs than con- 
firm your laſt conſequence and deduction 
when TI ſhall remember you, that rhe nexc 
Article ( beſides thar ir aflumes a moſt Abſo- 
lute, Tyrannical, and Arbitrary Power, in 
bringing men to what we know not who 
ſhall deem condign puniſhment ) does 
countenance and encourage ( and not only 
ſo, but bind men by the Solemnity of an 
X* Oath ) to Parricide, Regicide, and any the 
orcateſt Villanies in the World. How eafie 
was it by vertue of that for Husbands to eaſe 
themſelves of unpleaſant Wives, or Wives 
to divorce themſelves from thoſe Husbands 
that they found their afteRions, either ont 
of wanconnels, or curioſity, to decline from? 
How eafte a way was this for the Son to en- 
quire into his Fachers years, before nature 
gave period to his life ; that fo he might be 
rhe prelcnt Pofſeſſour of what he was only 
heir to before ? Nay, for the Sub;c&s to ar- 
raten and condemn their Prince ( fince it was 
wicho'1: reipcC& of perſons ) could they but 
once afhx the, Title of Incendiary, - Malig- 
nant, or ooſtractcr of the Retormed Religion 
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upon him ? The definition of each particular 
of which was left in their own breaſts £5 
inſpire, 

Ald. Theſe Inferences cannet methinks but 
fartle all us that have (ſwallowed down ſuch 
poyſon ; the regret that ts in my (onſcience 
makes me ſit very wneaſiee 

Vic. Tcould willingly allow my ſelf, as 
well as you, a breathing cime z were 1t nor 
for fear that whar TI have all chis cime pur- 
{ued, would be roo long ar reſt, and recover 
ſtrength. 

Ald. Nay, 1 wonld nat have you, by any 
meant, give an interruption ts your diſcourſe ; 
for 1have already given order that they frould 
not expel} us at Dinner, but provide ſome re- 
paſt for us againſt the Evening. 

Vic. I thank your good Worſhip, not 
only for your patient condeſcention, in ad- 
mitting ſo much familiarity all this while, 
but for your great care both of your ſelf and 
me; though indeed I ſhould not alwaies be 
ſs bold an Intruder, 

Ald. He never intrades that ts invited, 
Bagpipes ( you know) will not go at all, if they 
are quite empty. 

Vic. Ithank you, Sir, for that Metaphor ; 
for noching bur char could fo well have rc- 
minded me of the Covenant: We have 

C 4 alrcady 
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already diſpatched half the Articles,and con- 
demned one more to make them even and 
the fifth is nothing bur talking of Peace in 
the midſt of War, and beaſting of ſtrange 
effefts of reconcilement, when all know 
there was no ſuch thing, and therefore here 
the failing of the Saints was ſuperadded to 
the Perjury of the Sinner. And finally, as 
to the Sixth Article, it only ſuppoſes, in ge- 
neral terms, what we have already refuted 
In particular ;, that the cauſe of this Cove- 
nant was the defence of Religion, together 
with the Liberty and Peace of the King- 
doms, that the whole rended to the glory of 
God, the Publick Advantage, and the Kings 
Honeur ; and therefore the Jurors here {wore 
to remain conſtant 1n che purſuit of the De- 
ſign againſt all oppofition rhreughour the 
whole courſe of their lives : Thus did it not 
only enſnare a Nation wich good words, to 
dig our their own Bowels, to rage againſt 
Nature it ſelt, and theath their Swords in 
their nearc{t Relations, to pull down and 
raine the moſt glorious Church in the whole 
World, and force ic to be truly Militant 
but ( wharmay ſupperadd the Complemenc 
toall is deformed daſhes ) it made the King 
a Slave to his Subjects, diveſted him of all his 
Royal Robes, and made him ſacrifice his 
Head 
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Head to preſerve his Crown, which it would 
alſohave deprived him of, but that his Mar- 
ryrdom eternized ite 

Ald. Why, do yex think then that the Co 
venant murdered the late King of ever bleſſed 
wemory 2? 

Vic. No, Sir, I ſhould be ſtrangely un- 
civil if I fhould draw ſuch Conclalions, for 
in that your Worſhip would be concerned 
but this I ſhall be bold to ſay, That the 
threefold Cord tied him to the Block, and 
Icfc him chere for another Party co cur oft 
his head. Bur I expected your Worſhip 
thould, after all chis digreſſion, have requi- 
red me to diſcover the ſtrength of the Argu= 
ment by redacing the whole to ſome ſhore 
Form, 

Ald.Traly, that being uſually My, Mayors 
work when we, by chance, debate of any thing, 
T think the length of our diſcourſe had made 
me almoſt forget where I was, and ſs expefted 
that ſhould be the work of another ; content- 
ing my ſelf with a ſerioms refletion upon 
what you have already ſaid ; but now my 
memory i a little awaked, I mnſt call upon 
70s to diſcover to me the force of this third 
eArgument. 

Vic. It it ſhall pleaſe your Worſhip its 
briefly chis. That Oach which was nor 
impolcd 
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zmpoſed by a ſuſficient power, was not law- 
ful : But the Covenanc was not impoſed by a 
ſufficient power, Ergo, 8c. 

Ald. Bnt how has that laſt Clanſe been 
proved ? 

Vis. That has been th:is evirced, becauſe 
che King had no ſhare in theimpefition, but 
proteſted againſt it: And we, being his 
SubjeRs, cannot enter into a League with= 
out him, ſo mucheſpec'zlly co che prejudice 
and detriment of his Prerogative, and our 
own Priviledges as this is, and by a diſſeRi- 
on of the Covenant it has particularly appea- 
red; I fhall add this too, as a final Supple- 
ment to this third Argument 3 chat this 
Oath was not impoſed by that which the 
very Impoſers declared co be ſufficient Autho- 
rity ; nay, not by chat which was pretended 
moſt for its enforcement, to wit, Parlia- 
mentary Authority : For then it ſhould 
have tcen by a Statute, out this could not 
poſſibly be obtained when neither the King, 
nor Bithops, nor many other of both Houles, 
would at all ve preſent, orconſent to it 3 and 
ſo it beccines notor1onfly repu+rant ro the 
Pericion of Right, no leſs than to an ante- 
cedent Proteitation, »<{ides che O-oligations 
before mentioned ; {aihcient to vacat what a 
great many have thought an Oonganon gas 
this 
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this Covenant obliges to nothing but Re- 
pentance. 

Ald. Pell, Sir, that yon may haſten to a 
ew T heams ( for 1 am ſafficiently informed of 
the unlawfulne(s of this Oath, and therefore 
ſhall net only beg forgiveneſs and pardon from 
Almighty God, but endeavony to avoid ſach 
ſnayes for the time to come) Have you any 
thing more that you wonld add upon this head ? 

Vic, Tam glad to hear your Worthip of 
{ach a pious and Chriſtian cemper, to yield 
toa Conviction, and not be aſhamed to 
confeſs guilt, and beg pardon, where Rea- 
ſon and Conſcience diſcovers an offence. I 
ſhall add no more therefore ro enforce your 
Conviction, but only mind you of one 
thing, which you may, your ſelf, at your 
next peruſal obſerve in the Covenant, and 
that is, the Amphibologies, and Equivoca- 
tion. So that it isclcar co me, that it was 
at firſt Sathans work ; it is ſo like the An- 
{wers of the Delphick Oracle, which were 
alwaies capable of a donble interpretation, 
that ſo, it any thing ſhould happen to the 
detriment of one, they might have another 
ready to preſerve its reputation. 

Ald. Though I was alwaies tender of the 
Reputation of the Corpor.ttion, of which I have 
the honowr to be not one of the leaſt Members ; 
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and therefore according to my duty withfand 
any thing that may be derogatory to our Gran- 
deur: Tet God forbid, that I ſhonld endea* 
vorr to eftabliſh [niquity either by Anthority, 
& Low; and ſo far ſkut mine eyes againſt the 
light of the Sun, as not to acknoyledge thoſe 
beams of Convition that are at any time 
darted ints my (or ſcience : I am heartily ſor- 
ry, int either the love of Fattion, and change 
of that Religion which I now pevceive ta be 
encient and good, or the covetous preſervation 
ef my Eſtate, have formerly prevailed ſo far 
with me as to cauſe me toeſpouſe ſuch a quar= 
rel 23 was neither advantageous to the Publick » 
or ſafe for mine own Conſcience ; and that the 
fame Principles ſhould ever be fo prevalent, as 
to cauſe me thus, not only to take an unlawful 
O-:th, bat, to ſeal my Obligation to the League 
and Covenant with manifeſt Perjury, and 
breach of all my former Oaths ; but 1 hope 
1 ſhall, by my future Loyalty, teffifie my Re+ 

ntance beth to God, aud may ; and by 4a 
dowle diligence redeem that faithfulneſs and 
repntation which by my raſh As I have for- 
merly forfeited. I thank God 1 have renounced 
the Covenant, and would with all my heart for- 
ſwear s: too. 

Ve. Truly, Sir, I had not drawn on your 
Worſhip to fo large a diſcourſe about this 
grcat 
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great Dagon, which is now fallen, but that 
T had ( as I have great reaſon both from mine 
ewn Office and your Kindneſs) a cordial 
reſpe& to your facure welfare, that you 
might have true Peace of Conſcience heres 
and everlaſting bliſs in the World to 
COMme., 

Ald. 1 mwſ# needs confeſs, 1 wonder you 
world adventure ſo cloſs a thruſt at the body of 
the Town, conſidering upon what terms you 
ſtand, and how fickle the affettions of thoſe 
perſons uſually are, who have thus their Mini- 
fer for the moſt part at their ownbeck But 
truly, Sir, I ſhall further evidence my convie 
Aion to be cordially entertained, and my Re- 
pentance to be true, and real, by reſpetting you 
much more, for that you deny all intereft for 
the preſervation of a geod Conſcience, which, 
Ju kuow is 4 continnal feaſt, and the richeſt 
Treaſure we can piſſeſs. I like your diſcourſe 
ſo well, that 1 muſt beg the favonr from 
You to go on to the diſcovery of thoſe blemi- 
ſhes that are viſible in thoſe other entangle- 
ments, to wit, che Negative Oatb,and the En- 
gagement. 

Vic. That, Sir, I (hall willingly do, nor 
only co evidence to your goort Worthip, that 
there 1s nothing vou thall command, which 
15 within my power to perform, bur I will 
with 
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with ail cheartalacſs and reſolution under- 
rakeit : '>nt becauſe cheir Villagy does nor 
lye covered with briars and thorns, as this of 
che Covenant dd ; bur as Rebellion gained 
ſtren2ch, and had Victory and Succeſs ro 
encourage and embolden it, ſo it came 
abroad and diſcovered it ſelf to the cre- 
dulons mulcirude, wichout Mask or Vall ; 
and ſo exhibiced irs gaſtly connrenance 
to be exactly delineared and proportioned, 
by thoſe that did nor take Hecuba for He- 


ten, and fo far retained their own Rea- 


ſon, as to refuſe co be in love with defor- 
mity, 

Ald. Methinks, in mine ewn view, 1 fore- 
ſes that many of thoſe Arguments againſt the 
Covenant, will held good againſt theſe Oaths 
#2 ; and therefore, ty contratt our diſcour(e 
what we can, 1 hip» you wit! truſt me with the 
#rging theſe to mine own © onſciencegthat we may 
avoid all vainreptet:itions. 

Fic. Your Worthip necc{ not fear my Ct- 
vility in this reſpeRt, -2r difconrle upon 
theſe will be brief enonya, fince to a blind 
man they will almoſt appear ac firſt rehearſal 
rocally ro ſubvert and deitroy Monarchy, 
raking it away both Rooc and Branch. 
Firſt, as to tne Negative Oach, wherein you 


* &wore neicher directly nor indixectly ro ad- 
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his Majeſty, or any other Forces, raiſed by * 


any Power whatſoever without che Authori- 
ty of both Houſes of Parliament; and char 
you would wholly be within the power and 
diſpoſal of the Parliament, Whar did this 
bur plainly contradi&t both your Oath of 
Allegeance, and natural dury char you 
owed unto the King ? And therefore you 
cannot bur deem your ſelves Traitors and Re- 
bels co his Majcſty, as far as you aberred, or 
aſſiſted any againſt him. And if we ſu- 
peradd che Engagement co this Negative 
Oath, we fhall cafily ſee how Villany and 
Regicide crept on by degrees, unrill ic had 
arrived at thac heighr from whence it mighc 
command, and enflave a Nation, You firſt 
covenanred to lay open his Majeſty to every 
bold and bloudy Traitor, whileft you would 
preſerve and defend him no longer, than you 
had a mind tothink him a Detender of che 
Faich, and, what you ſhould chink, che 
Priviledges of Parliament, and Liberties of 
the Kingdom. Thus did you exalc your 
ſelves above your Prince, and make him 
a Slave to your wills, expoſing him publick- 
ly, and chat by a Combinacion, to all che 
hazards and craclcy, of malice or misfor- 
cane, Then Icaſt his Crown and Life ſhould 
be 
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be too ſafe in ſuck generals, and all hisSub- 
jects ſhould nor be alike vifited with the 
ſame Vertigo, bur might have their ſouls at 
liberry from Enthuſiaſm, and Zeal boyled 
ro rage and madneſs 3] and, conſequently, 
,mighc judge his Majeſty, boch a Defender of 
the true faith, and a conſtant Maintainer of 
the SubjeRs Priviledge, as well as his own 
Prerogative ; It was choughr good, by thoſe 
godly Deſigners of his flaughrer and 
butchery, to oblige the /People to a cloſer 
invaſion of his Lifeand Fortunes, by denying 
him the aſſiſtance of cheir own ; that ſo be- 
ing lefc raked to himſelf, his Adverſaries 
might eaſily bring him to their Demands, 
that art laſt chey might offer his Cxown and 
Revenues to their Covetouſneſs and Luſt ; 
and facrifice his Bloud to thoſe internal 
Gods, thac had vouchſafed their aſſiſtance in 
ſo glorious a Reformation, And finally, 
when this witneſſing time was come, that be- 
ze tree from the noſe of Drum and Trum- 
per they might ſerve themſelves in their Ge- 
ncration 3 That chere might no opyortunity 
remain tor the dead Ghoſt to terrifie and 
affrighren, or the living Poſterny ro de- 
mand or regain their ownz you were 
all enzaged ro be crue and faichful co 
the Government that was then c{tabliſhed 
withour 
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without either King or Houſe of Lords. 

Ald. Certainly, Sir, if we had either 
ſeen, or ſuſpefted ſo much villany, we 
ſhanld nener have ſwallowed ſuch ſtrange 
Oaths. 

Vic. The beſt uſe that your Worſhip can 
makeof it now, is ( next to your repentance, 
and reſolution of Loyalty ) to ſee what an 
incxtricable Libraialh of Vice and Miſery 
weflip into, for want of duc conſiderarion: 
Raſhneſs and inadyertency, as they damn 
many an immorce} Soul, ſo do they walte 
and conſume our Eſtates and Welfare in this 
World, But that no intermediate diſcoarſe 
may give an interruption to our preſent 
Scrutiny, and obſtru& the diſcovery of che 
horrid Impicty and moſt ſcandalous Perjury 
of thoſe who took theſe Oaths; I muſt fur- 
ther inform you that in theſe Oaths, firſt, 
the Oaths both of Allegeance and Suprema- 
cy were moſt blaſpemouſly violated, by an 
Obligacion ( for ſo Icall theſe improperly) 
char quite contradicted and deſtroyed their 
very intent, and the deſign for which they 
were firſt invenced, Secondly, By theſe lac - 
ter Oaths ; even the Covenant it felt in the 
third Article ( which was accounted {o Sa- 
cred and Solemn, and, even co chis day, 15 
made an holy Cheat, and religious Garmenc, 
ro 
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to hide Treachery and Rebellion under ) 1s 
lo notoriouſly and publikely violared, and 
broken, char I cannot but wonder, that any 
manwho has taken che Engagement, ſhould 
have the confidence to afſerc his duty to keep 
the Covenant Sacred. Thirdly, They are 
oppoſite to che Liberty of rhe Subject, umn 
chat they were impoſed without a Law, 
And (laſtly ) chey were the moſt bloudy 
and ſcandalous reproach that ever was to'the 
Proteſtant Religzon ; co reform our ſelves 
by Sacrile:lge and Perjury, to blaſpheme 
God for his honour and glory, to en{lave a 
Prince to his Subjcts Luſt, and cur oft his 
head co make him -'orivas, ro pull down 
Alcars that we might otter Sacrifice, and 
demoliſh Temples, cc :ay o:r Prayers z And 
finally, to roor or, and tor ever excirpate 
wha: Nature, and Plery, beſides Phulolophy 
and long Experience, hai! convinced us to be 
the beſt Governmenc in che World. 


Tantum ril{igio, &c. 


And could Religinn all this miſchief Lring 
To wicked Su yjebts and 4 gracious K ing ? 


Ald. [ fee, Sir, you begin to be tranſported, 
and therefore 1 muſt put a peried to thu 
frgament, 
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Argument, both becauſe I am abundant) 
ſatusfied, as to the unlawfulneſs of theſ® 
Oaths ( and I pray God forgive me not only 
theſe raſh and unadviſed As, but my mani- 
feft Perjury) and alſo becauſe 1 woald glad- 
ly make ſome farther enquiry into other parti- 
culars, 

Vic. Bat, before we yer depart from our 
preſenc ſtation ; I would entrear you fully 
ro. dizbarden your Conſcience of whatever 
you have formerly received, thac mighc 
fortifie and ſtrengthen the belief you 
had of the Ovligacion ot choſe foremencioned 
Oaths. 

Ald. Trely, Sir, 1 have not commonly uſed 
my ſelf nnto too many Scruples, my Trade en- 
£aging me to heavier weights:nir had a Tradeſ- 
zwan need have his Conſcience very ' ſtrait 
and full, that dves not intend to have hu purſe 
empty. 

Fic. Though your Worxſhips Trade ve 
more large and great, chan to be very (tri 
in Weights and Meaſures; and I know chat 
Conſcience, and irs Owners Parſe are ofc- 
times, nor only more alike than you ſeem 
to make chem, buc, in {ome things che very 
ſame, aud as much kin, as Hippucrates's 
Twins, nor only partake of each ochers Pal- 
f1ons, bur open aud thur both rogerher 5 and 
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_ allthe Difference is only this, thar here the 
Purſe is the Elder Brother, co whom che 
other ſerves and obeys : Yer Juſtice to your 
ſelf is exaRt to a Scruple. 

Ald. Yow ſcem mew to be chearful again, 
if you ſMffer the air thaa to get into your brain, 
it may, perchance, breed ſome worms. 

Vic. Traly, I did it, only to pleaſe your 
Worſhip, and I chought it was the ancienc 
Cuſtome of the Town, for the Miniſter to 
go behind, and fellow che Aldermen g your 
own Example, and Rule too, I hope, can- 
not be any prejudice co you. Bur yer if che 
air be got inco my brains, I ſhall give ir ſuch 
ſpeedy and quick vent in the anſwer to your 
ObjeRions ( which I now humbly wait and 
expect )) that chere ſhall not be age enough 
for pucretaRion. 

Ald. Though I never was bred to Logick, 
aud Philoſophy, yet every man has ſomething 
natwral ; and therefore I muſt take upon me to 
tell you, that though ( I thank God ) I am 
fmlly convinced that I offended my Maker, and 
broke my Allegiance in taking thoſe Oaths ; 
jet 1 ſee no reaſon why 1 ſhould yield to the 
truth of this, that an antecedent Oath wuſf 
needs wacdt all that are ſubſequent. 

Vic. T am very glad to hear your Wor- 
ſhip (till perhiſt in chat reſolution to repent 

| however 


hewever of che taking of thoſe Oathsz 
I queſtion not, bur that you will, within a 
few minutes, as cordially, and as readily 
conclude, chat there is no Obligation can 
reſt upon you, or any other of his Maje- 
ſties SubjeRts, to obſerve all,or part of either, 
by vercue of any of thoſe impoſitions, 

Ald. Traly, Sir, you- never found me an 
enemy unto Reaſon, though I know, in theſe 
things of divine concernment, it bas been looked 
wpon 4s carnal. 

Vic. Reaſon was fo carnal, that ſpiritual 
men made as much-uſe of it as cheir parts 
and Enchuſiaſm wonld permit ; only,becauſe 
for moſt of their. attempts and aRions, they 
had little or no reaſon at all ; we cannor well 
blame chem for decrying that, which they 
ſaw became ſo great an obftructor of their 
procedure : However I ſhall adventure to 
give yon ſome Argument, . why a former 
Oath, legally taken, whoſe marcer was alſo 
juſt and lawful, muſt of neceſſity vacat the 
Obligation of any that (hall, chrough 
Impiety, or | Surreption, be future, and 
ſucceed, which bears any oppoſition co the 
former. 

Ald, Pray do that, Sir, and then the ap- 
plication 8 the watier in hand will not be 


difficult. 
F 3 Vis,Real- 
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Vic, Really, Sir, this debt 1s ſo eafily 
acquitted, that your Worſhip ſhall demand 
It no more : Forthe Caſe is plain at the firſt 
propoſal, and needsno more than its own 
Explication. Tf the former Oath be in all 
things lawfal, and fails neither 1n macter 
nor Circumſtances; whatever is admitted 
oppoſite to this 15 eo nowine unlawful , 
and conſequently has no force or Ovliga- 
tion, 

Ald. Though I have no preat reaſon to 
complain of my want of underſtanding, yet 
really, Sir, I do not p:rfeftly apprehend your 
Ar gument. 

Vic. That ſeems to me to be very ſtrange, 
and yer I have no more reaſon to be concer- 
ned for that you apprehend nor my way of 
ar2ning, than I have ro diſturbe my (elf for 
char many times I underſtand noc your way 
of Jaſtice, Bur that I may leave no obſcu- 
rity in my Phraſe, I muſt (IL infiſt char a 
ſubſequent Oath contradifting a former, 
which was lawiully impoſed, and | good, 
bo:h 1n matrey and circumſtances, muſt 
einer be unlawful, or elſe the ewo terms 
of a contradiction may be both true; and 
ſo, lawful and unlawful become reconGled ; 
or 1t this be {tf!] ro you a demonſtration of 
ignotum per ignitims, 1can otherwiſe enforce 
the Propoſition, Ald. Bet 
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Ald. Brut before you do that, let me res 
membey you of one thing that 1 am fi ure 
omitted, that muſt a little limit your aſſertion, 
which ſcems to me to be too grneral., 

Vic. Pray, Sir, what 1s that ? 

Ald. It i moſt certain, that an Oath may 
be taken that i contrary to a former, and yet 
be Obligatory ; As for Example : There was 
an Att ( you know ) made againſt the Fana- 
ticks, whoſe power was to expire at three years 
end ; now all thoſe that by their Oath« or Office 
were obliged to execute that Lam, if at the 
three years end a Law ſhould have been made 
oppoſite to the former, they might lawfully 
ſwear to the execution of this oppoſite Law, and 
this latter Oath would oblige. 

Vic. Your Worthips diſcourſe 1s now 
fallacious ( and I hope you will pardon the 
Expreſſion becauſe ir is a term of Art ) were 
the Laws both running togecher, and che 
tormer not limited by a time, that took off 
the Obligation of the former Oath, the 
laticr Qach would have been fo far from ac- 
complifhing that end, chat ic muſt cherefore 
have been unlawfil, becauſe repugnant to 
rhe former Obligarion : bat now the tormer 


Obligation being ceated, becauſe the martcr 
of it was alieady vacated, and the Bond 
was.but for a certajn time; and the ſame 
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- Power, that by EnaRiing the Law, broughe 
It within the limics of the Executors Oath, 
did now void it by the expiration of its An- 
thority, and conſequently vacated ſo much 
of the general Oath as related to chat parti- 
cular Law. 

Ald, Well, Sir, I apprehend the reſolution 
of this doubt : but as to your general Propo- 
fttion, that 4 latter Oath cannot make void the 
Obligation 20 a former, if the former were 
lavfal, and has the reaſon of its Bond fill 
remaining z 1 cans yet apprebend your proof, 
but nw expeft ( ome Argument that may 
evincy it to mine own capacity. 

Vic. T heartily thank your Worſhip that 
you will nor permit any promiſe of mine to 
remain unpaid, and I hope I ſhall have the 
ſame. A of Juſtice performed to me. The 
reaſon to be added then was this ; Becauſe a 
latter Oath, oppoſite and repugnant to a 
former, binds me to what 1sde jure 1impoſſ1- 
ble: For having obliged my ſelf by my for- 
mer Bound,that muſt jn equity be diſcharged; 
now to bind my ſelf, by a ſubſequent Oath, 
to what is deſtructive of this former Bond, 
obſtructs and hinders, nay ( ſhould & be 
obligatory ) for 'ever prohibits the pers 
formance of my precedent promiſe, and con- 


ſequently briags upon me the guilt of Perjury, 
or 
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for not diſcharging my antecedent Obliga- 
tionss Thuas, Sir, the taking an Oath cone» 
trary to a former, is the ſame with choſe 
chat enter into Oaths for the performance of 
choſe things, in reſpect of which they are 
ſubjecr ro another, and ſo are not within 
their own power z which all reaſon at firſt 
Audit will proclaim and publiſh both null 
and void. 

Ald. In my Jnudgment, you have in this, 
an wnfortunate way of explaining your ſelf 3 
or elſe long audience and diſcourſe have dulled 
my judgment and apprehenſion : Methinks hj- 
therto 1 have under ftood you well, but in this yors 
ſeem too obſcure. 

Vic. Thave more charity, and confidence 
in your Worſhip, than to conjecture chat 
you ſhelter ſomerching of ſtrange deſign 
under rhe pretenſe of ignorance and defect 
of ſatisfaction z will you be pleaſed to exer- 
ciſe your patience ina little more attention to 
this thing ? 

Ald. 1 ſhall hearken to you very chearfully, 
and ( as much ay my buſineſs will permit me ) 
without diftraltion, 

Vic. Then, Sir, be pleaſed toobſerve,thar 
a former Oath ( therefore Obligatory be- 
cauſe Legal ) does bind a perſon ſomuch to 
a diſcharge, that 'cill he has performed, he 


Ig 


74 A Pzivate Conference 
15 not within his own power; but 
bas deprived himſelf of his own free- 
dom, *cicher to diſcharge his promiſe, or 
not to diſcharge ir, by vertue of that Oath 
and Obligation ; and therefore can neither 
im Juſtice, nor Reaſon enter inco a contrary 
Bond. | 

Ald. Ti# are ſometime, Ar. Vicar, good 
a& a compariſon, cannot you make me 
epprehenfrve of your meaning by a fimili- 
tne ? 

Vic. Yes, Sir, that T can : Snppoſe I 
owed to your Worſhip an hnndred pounds, 
which I promiſed you to pay at ſuch a time z 
and, after this, Iengagcd to another nor to 
pay you your moneyz which of theſe 
promiſes do you think I were obliged to 

er torm ? 

Alu. The former, without doubt, +0 pay me 
mY One) « 

Fic. And doyon think the latter promiſe 
could ar all diſoblige me from my former to 
you? . 
Ald. INo, by no means. for then any man 
my {aw} ally pley the knav 

Vie. Apply chis chen to the Caſe In hand, 
and you. will find that, in a Promiſtory 
Oatrh, there is nor ouly che Obligation of a 
promile, but it bccomes 32 lolemn as the 
Rronzelt 
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Ntrongeſt Engagement can make it. For you 
not only call God to witneſs the preſent 
ContraQ, and conſequently to teftifie againſt 
borh your injuſtice and unfaichfulnels, it 
you do not perform it; but by your own 
mouth you curſe your fſclf, and pray God 
to obſerve, both your premiſe,, and per- 
formance, and punith you ſeverely, if you 
do not faithfully diſcharge this Obligation. 
This 15 included in the laſt Clanſe annexed 
to your promiſe 3 So help you God by the 
conterits of the Book, which you then kiſs 
to ſeal che truch both of the one and of the 
other. Now then, if your bare promiſe, in 
the former caſe, where your intereſt was con- 
cerned, was concluded by yon, nor only 
ſufficient to oblige ro its fairhful performance, 
but alſo, ro ſuperſede all furure engage- 
ments, that did attempt to null che former 
Obligation 3 much more muſt ic be argu- 
mentative, and convincing, when, to a pro- 
miſe, theze is ſaperadded an - Oath; in 
which nor only your own Concerns, borh in 
relation to: your Eſtate and Liberty, as a 
Subject of England ; and in relation to your 
Soul as hable ro an account before a future 
Tribunal ; bur alſo che King and Kingdoms 
welfare, inrelation tothe intereſt of Church 
aud State, are wrapy'd up, Maucli more 
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(I fay ) muſt chis oblige to a full and 
faithful performance and diſcharge, and 
be a bar againſt either the lawtulneſs, 
or obligation of any furure Oath co the 
contrary. 

Ald. Towr Argument muſ# of neceſſity 
now be convicing, and F nowſt be anfaithful 
$o ewine own facgltics, and not only ſo, but 
( what we account a great deal worſe ) vejel® 
mine own intereſt and concerns, ſhould 1 again 
have my belief ſo impoſed upon, as to conje- 
Gure, that an Oath, or Promiſe, t vacated, 
by any thing of either hind to the contrary, that 
may be ſubſequent to what went before 5 and 
therefore I now ſee that the Covenant and En- 
Lagement ( theſe accurſed impoſitions, and 
deſtruftive gins to enſnare ſouls) oblige to 
nothing but repentance ; and I maſt ſeriouſly 
pat my mind «pon an undifſembled podly forrow, 
for that I'mas ſoraſh and unadviſed, as to ad- 
it ſuch guilt and blemiſhes ups my ſoul 
by ſach manifeſt Villanies, and horrid Perqu- 
ries ; and God grant, that my Repentance may 
be as trae, as my Convittion power ful. 

Vic. Iam heartily glad to ſce your Wor- 
ſhip fo flexible, and thar, upon a rational 
conviction, - you recant your Error. Indeed, 
I have ſometimes met with men whoſe 
hearts have been hard, when their heads 
were 
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were ſoft: Buryou are coo much the Maſter 
of Reaſon, and, conſequently, of your own 
paſſions, to chink chat a ſhame, which isa 
Crown of glory 3 and, either chrough an 
affeed baſhfulneſs, or proud reſolution, to 
abandon and forſake your own Bliſs. I hope 
God will botcle up your tears for your for= 
mer Crimes, which by your fucure Loyalcy, 
ceſtifying the realicy of your Recantation 
( Lhope ) will be converted into lapſes and 
eſcapes; and being nailed co the Croſs of 
our bleſſed Saviour, will not only be ſuſpen» 
ded in relation to their facure As, bur be 
dead tocheir Motions and Inclinations, Is 
there any thing clſe chat you will command 
my aſſiſtance in, before we leave this SubjeR 
of our diſcourſe ? 

Ald. Since you are ſo civil, in relation tg 
that Office 1 bear in the Town, and fo inda- 
ſtriouſly ſtudious of my welf are and ſatifatti- 
on, that you enquire after what proves your 
own work and burden; 1 fgall not at all coms- 
plement you to a forbearance, though I thought 
indeed, out of reſpett to you, as well as inrela- 
then to mine own aff airs, to have put a period t1 
our preſent diſcourſe. 

Vis. IT had hoped that your Worſhip had 
( by ſufficient ceſtimony of my Zeal and In- 
clination to the diſcharge of chat pleaſanc 
and 
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aad moſt honourable funRion, that the di- 
ſpcſal of Heaven, and the Laws of this Na- 
tion have mftaced me 1n ) been fully per- 
ſ{waded of my chearful undercaking of any 
task, that might conduce to the diſcharge ot 
the Obligation of that Office, that God 
Almighty, by his Delegaces, has entruſted 
me with : And therefore I ſhall not only 
forbear any cenſure or imparation of incl- 
vility, it you pleaſe to give occaſion to 
lengthen our diſcourſe *cill the night incer= 
rupt us ; but ſhall make ic my humble and 
cordial requeſt, char your Worfhip will be 
pleaſed to propoſe ſuch doubts, as yet to you 
may remain unſatisfied. 

Ald. Trx'y, Sir, 1 am no leſs delighted 
with our preſent { onference, than You ſeems 0 
be with the diſcharge of your duty : and there- 
| fore, 1 hope, you will diſpenſe with mine Age 
and P[ac-, if I ſhall farther enquire into what 
( though it has been already treated, yet ) 1 not 
well fixed, either in mine underſtanding, wr 
TRemmry. 

Vic. Pray, Sir, what is that ? 

Ald. Tow were ſometime ſince wrging this 
45 a-reaſyn againſt taking Oaths contr-ry to 
ours of All»giance and Supremacy, becauſe we 
were not then in onr own power, and therefore 
cax/d not oblige onr ſelves. 
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Fic. Very right, and I chink it to be a 
good Argument. 

Ald. So it may perhaps, if I did under- 
fPand it ; tut I wonld fain have you ts uſe the 
Same way in this, that you did in the exp'anati- 
on of the former reaſon. 

Vic. Whac! by Similicude ? 

Ald. Yes, Sir, that u the way I] mean. 

Vic, Then I thall cravel no farcher chan 
your own Shop for a Compariſon to explicate 
this, which is buc an caſic Riddle. You have, 
I know, an Apprenrice, or rwo ? 

Ald. Yes, Sir, that [ h-we; for they are 
( according to my management ) as 000d monty 
as any Commodity 1 have in my Shop : -1 had 
three of them, *till one of themran way from 
me, and, in another place, bound himſelf Ap- 

rentice to another Maſter, 

Vis. And do not your Worſhip look up- 
on him as your Servant, and oblig:d ro {erve 
out his time {Ul ? 

Ald.Tcs: and [ can,inConſclence,and E 9#- 
ty, as well 5 4n Jeſticc, 4nd Law, force him to 
come hither a04In. 

Lis. Bat, it lecms, he has (ince contracted 
with another. 

Ald. T hat i ncthing ; his former Indenture 
FF fill good. 

Vic. Bat will not his laſt Contrac 
ll 
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null and . vacat his former relation ? 

Ald. No: For if it wonldywe ſhall not dave 
traſt our Apprentices ont of owr Shops; nor 
give them any correftion when they deſerve it ; 
wor make that gain upon them which we uſually 
do, by a thrifty way we have of dealing with 
them, but immediately they would deſert onr 
ſervice, and oblige themſelves by Contratt to 
another, 

Vie. Theſe are Inconveniences bad enough, 
eſpecially to you, who ( it ſeems ) drive a 
Trade in Apprentices; but there muſt be 
ſome formal reaſon, why your Servants Con- 
tract with another does not vacat his Prz- 
contract with you. 

Ald. eMethinks your own reaſon might 
diflate an Argument ſufficient to you. 

Vic. You know, Sir, that I have been re- 
ſpondent all this while, and now I would 
faiu become che Catechiſt. 

Ald- 1 will not quarrel at that word ; for 
your continual teſtimony of your civility and 
ſubmiſſion, give an uncontroulable evidence, 
= you do not think, you have boyes to deal 
with. 

Vic. 1 with we had only thoſe to Cate- 
chiſe ; for chen there would be hope tha the 
Nation would be well Principled in cime ; 
at gives mcſome cauſe of miſtruſt, char you 
think 
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think T have a deſign in theſe queſtions; 

bat I would only know your reaſon, Why 

the Contra of your Apprentice with ano- 

ther cannot make void his Przcontract with 
ou ? 

Ald. That t plain, and obvior to any ; and 
I wonder you will be ſo ſcrupulous to ack. 

Fic. Traly, becauſe I would be intormed. 

Ald. Then the reaſon ts, becauſe he was 
»y Servant before ; and ſo cannot become ſer- 
vant to another, *till hus time us firſt expired 
with me. 

Vic, Then (if I apprehend you ) your 
reaſon is this; Your Apprenrice, being before 
bound to you, was not at his own libercy, ro 
indent with any other, 'rill, firſt, he was diſ- 
charged of his Obligation to you z and there- 
fore the latter Contracc maſt needs be cenſu- 
red as an undurtiful attempt, and becomes 
void in the very Act. 

Ald. You have now well expreſſed ngy mean» 
ing, and 1s nt this reaſon argumentative ? 

Vic, Pray, Sir, whar ſay you ? 

Ald. Truly I think it ſo conc'uſroe, that it 
will not admit of any anſwer; 

Vic. Then you have now don2 my work 
for me, and I hope you will nor by any 
means diſlike your own actions, 

Ald. Towr mraning, Sir. 

(z Fic D:d 
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Fic. Did not you ask me, but now, a rea- 
ſon, why he chat was nor 1n his own power, 
by reaſon of che Obligation of a former 
Oath, could not lawfully take a ſubſequent 
oppoſite ro the former, and jf taken, could 
not oblige ? 

Ald. That I did, but what then ? 

Vic. Then apply but the Caſe of your Ap- 
prentice, to the macter in hand, and then, 
what you deemed a Problem, is manifeſt ro 
you, according to your defire, by a familiar 
Similitude. 

Ald. Indeed ( Mr. Vicar ) herein you have 
been too hard for me ; and canght me in a Net 
. of mincown making. 

Vic. Nays Sir, however it 1s ſutable to 
your Trade, for you ro deliver out the ewine, 
when *cis another makes the ner. 

Ald. Well, Sir, finceit has hapned ſo fortu- 
nately, I will pardon my Boys » unning away, be- 
canſe, by that, he has brought this Argument 
Gorwe to me. 

Vic. Indeed, Sir, I am nor ar all ſorry nei- 
cher, that I had bach ſuch matter, and oppor- 
cuniry to enforce It, 

\ Ald. I rhink now you have ſufficiently aw 
it wered all ”y doubts, and given me abundant 
ſatufattim, that what I before renounced ont 
of /ntereſt and Formality, 1 ſhall nuw do ont 


of 
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of Conſcience and Duty, 3ut now I think of 
it, there 1s one pitent Objeftion, that a Note 
conformiſt Miniſter ( who indeed / think ts 4 
good man) wrged againſt me the other day, 
when he wonld bave drawn me over to his 
Party. 

Vis. Pray, Sir, what is that? AndI am 
the more carneſt ro know, becauſe men of 
that Character, by which you have de- 
ſcribed chat - Gentleman you mentioned 
without a name; haye as lictle reaſon for moſt 
they fay, as any Party that I know. 

Ald. 1 know not what reaſon you ſuppoſe 
them Mafters of * but this Argument WAS 
like to fartle me, ( and 1 am not well (attsfied 
aboxt it yet ) it was the example of the Gi- 
beon1es. 

Vic. What! the cheating che 1/-aeliter, 
with cheir mouldy bread, and old ſhooes? 

Ald. No, Sir ; your drulling ſhall not evade 
the eArgument. 

Vic. What was it then, becauſe they had 
cunning infinuacions under che precenle of 
Embaſladours ? 

Ald. Although I take a great many of thoſe 
that cannot conform to onr Church in . ll things, 
met only to be pics men, but aiſo wiſe , and 
therefore may be ſubtil in their Anguments, by 
which they endeavionr to ſave Suns 3 yet they 
G 3 think 
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think themſelves ( and many fober m:n own 
them ſo too ) the true, and not pretended, Em- 
baſſadevrs of Chriſt. 

Vic. 1 preſume your Worthip has not 
that qualification, and therefore do not 
think you own them for the Meſſengers of 
Chriſt. 

Ald. Tou fee I come in all my Formalities to 
your Church, 

Vic, Well, Sir, I ſhall not queſtion your 
carriage 1n that particular ; nor yet your 
Cteec concerning thoſe people : that may be 
reſerved for a firter opportanity, before we 
pare. Bur pray, Sir, why ſhould choſe that 
daily endeavour rocaſt down your ſtaggering 
faith. thus ſtartle you with the example of che 
Gibernites ? Was it becanſe they had Wine 
Bottles with them 2 Theſe poſſibly might 
have prove(d your Cuſtomers, For though 
they were rent,and ſo plainly appeared Schiſ- 
maticks; yer, like Fanaricks Conſciences, 
were bound up, and fo might prove as much 
your intereſt ro entertain them,as 1t 1s to you 
ro enter leaky, or decayed Wines at a Cu- 
ſt-m houſe. 

. Al 1 wonder how you came to have ſo great 
an infight into Trade ; you know, your t00 nare 
row inſpettion into the faults of men, has al- 
mnt quite undone you. Why ſhowld you think « 
Non- 
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Non-conformiſts Argument ſo weak ? You 
know, the Dutch were almoſt to hard for m, 
meerly becauſe we contemned our Adver- 
ſaries. 

Vic. 1 muſt confeſs your Advice is ſurable 
co your ſelf, ſage and old ; I have found, by 
experience, ( a word ſometimes of great f1g- 
nificancy ) ſince I came to chis Town, thact 
che moſt contemprible perſon is able ro do an- 
other an injury : I hope you will not think 
T contemn the Non-conformiſts, becauſe I 
have not ſo great an opinion of chem as your 
Worſhip has : Bur pray, Sir, tothe Caſc in 
hand ; Why ſhould che Gibeonites ſo much 
put your Reaſon to a doubr ? Was it becauſe 
their Garments were old, and ſo might be 
Objects fir for your Charicy ? Or becauſe 
they came our of a far Country, and ſo mighr 
be good Merchand1ze here ? 

Ald. Fie, Mr Vicar, now you ſew your ſelf 
very weak. 

Vic. Really, Sir, T cannot 1magine what 
(hould be able ro ſtartle your Reaſon, in the 
Hiſtory of the Gibeonites craft with Joſhna, 
unleſs I ſhould chis time blander upon 1c: 
Was it becauſe they rode upon Aﬀes? 

Ald. Methinks mine ears begin now to be 
altogether burdened ; Pray tell me the pluce 
where the Text 4s to be found, avd | willthen 
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quick'y diſcover the Argumen:, which I fear 
you foreſee will be too difficult, and therefore 
you ſtudy theſe Evaſions. 

Vic. I: is nt becauſe I fear any difficulty, 
more than ordinary, in that example you 
ſeem ſo mach co cr:umph in; but becauſe T 
think there is agrear parallel betwixr the Gi- 
beonites, char cheated Iſrael into a League, 
and choſe Non-conformiſts, you ſeemed to 
applaud, ho religiouſly berrayed others into 
a Covenant : Bur becauſe I would nor at any 
time bauli a Fanaricks Argument, they be- 
ing, you know, m-deſt men, I will not only 
tell you the place, but find it our ready to 
your hands. 

Ald. Mine eyes inde'd are ſomewhat dim. 

Vic. Is not chat a Bible thac lies in the 
Window, with gilded leaves, and blew 
{trings ? 

Ald. Yes, 1 think it z« my Wives Bible. 

Fic. Shall I, Sir, make bold with it ? 

Ald. Though 1 do not uſuaily ventare to 
diſpoſe of my Wives Aﬀetr s,yet / ſtall preſume, 
now ſhe u :ut of the way, tolet Mr Vicar bave 
the wſe of þ:r Bible. 

Vic. I thank you, Sir: I ſhall reachir 
then, and look our che place. 

Ald. But why do you look at the beginning ? 

Surely tis not in Gent ſis, 

Vice. Nog 
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Vis. No; I know that, nor yet ( whence 
the Phanaticks uſaally terch their Argu- 
meuts ) in the Revelation 3 bur I would tain 
know where it was Princed, 

Ald. And what was the place ? 

Vie, Where womens Bibles uſe to be Prin- 
red ; at Geneve. 

Ald. That I have heard frequently coms- 
awended for an holy City. 

Vic. Very like ! but Thope you will hear 
it ſo no more; leſt Innovation and Rebellion 
ſhould be ſtamped for Picty,and fohs Calvin 
getinto red Letters. 

Ald. I know not who that Calvin was, but 7 
have heard him very well ſpoken of in the 
Pulpit. 

Vie. That may be, when Rebellion and 
Murder was in fathion. 

Ald.. I fear this diverting diſcourſe 
makes you forget the Text yow are looking 
after. 

Vis. No, Sir, whileſt we are ralking of 
Geneva, I muſt of necefſiry mind the Gi 
beonites. Now I have found it : There is the 
Story, in the ninth of Foſtua. If your Wor- 
{111p pleaſe to pur on your ſpeCtacles,you may 
conſulc che Texc your felt. 

Ald. That I ſhall — 1 have been 
ſomething long reading over the Story, both be- 
G 4 cauſe 


$3 A Paivate Conference 


cauſe it makes a whole Chapter,and alſo becauſe 
1 wenld willingly weigh all Circumſtances, 
left any thing, through my treacherous mes 
my, ſhould eſcape the ObjeHtion, which the 
Gentleman I told you of arged to me the other 
day. 

Vic. Tn that you do whar very well be- 
comes your Place and Grandeur nor toſ{peak 
any thing raſhly,and unadviſedly. Bur pray, 
Sir, what is your Argument ? 

Ald. It # in brief this. We find the Iſra- 
elites making a Leagne with the Gibeonires, 
which by the Story appear to be part of thoſe 
that Ifracl was not to be at peace wilh - this 
Leagnewa ſealed to them by an Oth, and (0 
it was properiy ( as the Apfte ſaies ) the end 
of all ftrife. Now this Oath muſt of neceſſity 
be unlawful, becauſe contrary to God s Com- 
mand, of the total extirpation of thoſe N.1ti- 
ens : eAnd yet the 1ſraclites think themſelves 
obliged to keep this Oath, notwithſtanding the 
illegality of it, Ver.19. Nay, to confirm, be- 
yond all cuntradiftion, the Obligation of the 
Oath, not only from the reaſt on of the Princes 
of the C ongre'g tion * we have [worn f0 them 
by the Lord Grd of Ifracl, now thirefure we 
m#tynct touch them ; but becan(c, ſumewhere 
l am ſure in David's time, we find A'\mighty 
Ged viſning the Land with three years Famine; 
an4 
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and the reaſon of the judgment is particularly 

expreſſed ; becanſe,contrary totheir OathSaul 
ew the Gibecomes. 

Vic. The Texc is in 2 Sam, 21. ar the be= 
ginning, Is chische ſtrength and force of your 
Argument? 

Ald. Yes; and I wiſh you may be able to give 
an anſwer to it. 

Vic. That I hope your Worſhip ſhall nor 
have much cauſe to fear. Bur, methinks, I 


cannot bur admire that clemency, which is 


{(Þ]! kind ro ſuch prodigious Traitors, who 
dare yer, and that to a perſon of your Port, 
who arc an Alderman of a Town, and a 
Jaſtice of che Peace, urge ſuch an Argu- 
ment as chis, for the cſ{tabliſhment of fach 
an accurled thing as the Covenant wasz that 
has been plainly demonſtrated, by ſeveral 
Pens, co be totally deſtructive of the eſtas 
2Uthed Government boch in Church and 
Stare! Are ſuch as theſe think you ſately ro= 
lcrared > When they conjecture that Obliga- 
cory which brings the Kings Head to a 
Bleck,and binds them to kill all che Biſhops, 
Deans, and Prebendls, if they cannot orher- 
wilc extirpate che Hierarchy. 

Ald. 1 am ſorry to ſee you thus in 4 rage, to 
expreſs ſo mach of imprudence and pſſion 
againſt thoſe people, who may br again in a ca= 
pecity 
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parity ts do. you Miſchief. Let the higher 
Powers lock to the anſwering your ObjeFion,and 
do you look to anſwer mine» for you are not like 
to eſcape ſo. 

Vic. No, Sir, I will net now be bribed to 
filence, though your Worſhip in thoſe caſes 
dovery frequently command me. Bur che 
refletion upon ſuch ruinous conſequences 
docs not alicclediftarbe me. 

Ald. 1 plainly perceive you to be in a Paſ- 
fon, 

Vic. Yes, Sir ; though age has caſt a miſt 
over your eyes, you are eahily able ro ſee 
mine infirmities, and every moate thart is in 
mine eye; you woald be angry, if Iſhould 
tell you, that you have a Beam in your 
OWN. 

Ald. And 1 have reaſon too, 

Vic. I ſhall not at all queſtion your rea- 
ſon, bur yer I chink your fight may fail, 
when you take a licrle Mouſe for a Moun- 
tain,and an ugly Dog-fiſh for a Royal Stur- 


geon. 
Ald. I fear your paſſion has tranſpurted you 
to madny (s. 


Vic. No, Sir, it 1s Zeal intranced, and 
ſablimated by a Chymical operation, 

Ald. 1 cannot imagine what your meaning 
is 


Vic. Nor 
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Vic. Nor I yours,. to think this Example 
of rhe Gibeonites ſo potent an ObjeQion, 
that you doubt wherher ic admits of any an- 
{wer, 

Ald. Pray let me hnow then from you 
what may be pomerfal enough to invalidate 
it. 
Vic. That you ſhall, without any more 
protraction : Your Argument, Sir, ſuppoſes 
the League made with the Gibeonites to be 
alcogether unlawfal. 

Ald. Yes. that it does, and with reaſon too; 
becanſe God had prohibited it. 

Vic. Bur all Prohibirions are not Univer- 
ſal ; for ſome, being qualified with certain 
conditions, become, thereby, reſtrained. 

Ald, Yet this will not admit of ſwch an eva- 
fron ; for, ſaies God, Take heed co thy ſelf, 
left chou make a Covenant with che Inhabi- 
rants of che Land, whither thou goeſt, leſt 
it be for a ſnare inthe midſt of thee. 

Vie, IT know the place very well: Ir isin 
Exod. 34.12. Batif you well obſerve thoſe 
words, you have recited, there is contai- 
ned in them a fall ſolution of your 
doubt. 

Ald. That # what 1 cannot diſcern, and 


any be very gladyif you can make that Aſertion 
£ 25ds 
Vic. 1 
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Vic. Tcannot well fail inthis, where the 
condition is ſo manifeſt, and apparent You 
know, in all Statutes, che Preface contains 
the reaſon of Enacting ; and therefore an 
A of Parliament 1s nſually interpreted by 
the Preamble; and the deſign and intent of 
any Law is to be diſcovered from the caufe 
and reaſon of irs San&tion : Thus 1s 1t' in the 
cafe in hand ; God prohibites a League with 
theſe Nations, leſt it ſhould prove a ſnare to 
the 1(raclites. 

Ald, Thu ſeems to me to confires the Pro- 
bibition to be general. 

Vic, No, Sir, for if you pleaſe to look 
farther into the Text ; atthe 14 and 15 ver= 
ſes, you ſhall find, chat the reaſon why a 
League, wich any of the Inhabitanrs, might 
prove a ſnare to [ſrael was becanſe, by their 
example, and familiarity, the /ſ-ae/ites might 
be drawn to the Commiſſion of Tdolatry : 
Which1s alſo the ſame reaſon again repeated 
 1n Dext. 7.4. when the cauſe of this fear 
then ceaſeth, the Prohibition 1s vacated, 
where che reaſon of che Law 1s torally with- 
drawn. | 
Ald. But how could the reaſeh of this Law 
ceaſe, when ts notoriouſly own that the Ca- 
naanites were moſt grand Idolaters ? % 

Vie. Juſtasa Fanatick, when he becomes a 
Convert 
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Convert to the true Religion, and ſubjects 
himſelf tothat Charch, from which before, 
violently, and without cauſe, he made a 
Schiſmyis no longer liable to che Civil MalQs 
of thoſe Penal Laws that concerned him be- 
fore his Converſion ; ſo when chele Cang- 
azites,or any part of chem, ſhould relinquith 
their Idolls, and devoutly reſign themſelves 
ro the Worſhip of the God of /ſrael, they 
were no longer concerned in the Penalties of 
the Laws againſt the (anaanites, but might 
be capable of a Truce and League. And 
ſhould nor the Law have been thas attended 
with condition, there would have been no 
room left for Repentance, and conſequently 
the Almighty would have oftercd violence to 
his own Mercy, which he has declared to be 
over all his works, and 1S an Actiibutce in 
which he moſt delights. 

Alt. Rt the w-ry Aflion of God & enough, 
at any tim, to juſtifle his Attributes; and 
ther: fore 1 hall not much trouble my («If with 
that ; yt methinks a Law, ſo Univer (al,muſt 
of neceſſity wvlige ts ſuch a total deſtrattion of 
thoſe Nations that the Leaone with the Gibe- 
onires muſt needs be nnlawf «l. 

Vic. Ler nor, Sir,this Univerſaliry {o much 
diſturbe your Reaſon, face I can eafily exhi- 
bure an exception of particulars, What do 


you 
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you think of Rahab thac entertained the 
Spies, was not ſhe a Canaanite ? And yet the 
was preſerved alive, Joſh.6.25, And what 
can you think of thoſe, which were nor of 
ee Children of 1/-ael,which, remaining even 
m Solomons time, were not deſtroyed, bur 
brought under Tribute? 1 Kings 11, What 
do'you think alſo of thoſe \ znaanites thar 
dwelrin Gezer, who inhabited amoneſt the 
Ephraimites, and ſerved under Tribute? 
Joſb.n 6.10. Theſame may alſo be concluded 
| the Gergaſens, Mar.8 28. who continu- 
ed to be a People, evencill our Savioursrime, 
for, being omitred in rhoſe particular ename- 
rations of che Adverſaries of 1ſrae/,thac were 
by divine appointment ro be rooced out, we 
may rationally conje&ture that they yielded 
at the firſt. | 
Ald. Fell, Sir ; that you may not think me 
alwaies wedded to mine own opinion, but that 1 
way by the power of Argument and Ke-ſon be 
ſometimes divorced from my belicf ; 1 muſt of 
neceſſity confeſs your inſtances have convinced 
weythat thu great Prohibition was Conditional, 
and, conſequent'y, not ſo Univerſal, as I ſup- 
prſed it. But what was the Leagne thenwhich 
was prohibited ? 
Vic. Toanſwer this, T muſt diſtinguiſh of 


a double League; there 1s a Social League, 
{ach 
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ſuch as one Prince makes wit!z another upon 
honourable, and ſomecimes advanrageous 
rerms to boch 3 and chis was fimply forbid- 
den: bar there is a League wirh a conque- 
red Enemy ( as upon che yielding a Town co 
the Beliegers, or a whole Nation becoming 
Tribucary toa Conquerour) and ſuch a one 
might be ſtrack wich chole, char, relinqu1- 
ſhing cheir Idolacry, were 1n che navare of 
Prolclyres; and ſubmicting rhemſelves, 
would pay -Tribute to the [ſracliter; 
which I cake ar firſt co be che caſe of che Gi- 
beonites. 

Ald. But, if you have rightly ſtated the 
difference betwixt the Iſraclites and the Nati- 
ons, methinks, "Fts ome what flrange, that Jo- 
ſhua ſeemd ſo much concerned for his ſur» 
prize ; and that th: whole C ongregation ſhenld 
ſo ſeverely murmur againſt their Princes, for 
ſwearing to theſe G1beonites, 

Vic. All this may very well be reconcila- 
ble with our precedent diſcourſe; for the 
Princes having made chis Leag'1e, and bound 
x by an Oath, and nor, according to their 
daty, enquired of God, they might fear a 
Judsmenc for char omiſſion, and this 
might be the cauſe of cheir diſcontenc and 
murmnring. 

Ald. Bat why ſfon!/d Joſhua, after the 
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League, then proneunce them accurſed, and 
cendemen them to the ſlavery of the Temple, 
to be Hewers of word, and Drawers of wa- 
ter, if the unlaufulneſs of the League and 
Oath had not canſed a burden to his (onſci- 
exce ? 

Vic. That I hope your Worſhip will no 
longer objet, when you, ſhall underſtand i 
to be an effect of Jaſtice; Ic was a punt{h- 
men for their deceipr and talſhood ; infinu- 
aring ſ{ubtily their remoce dwelling, when 
they were indeed their near Neighbours, * So 


thar, by chis, Thope, you diſcerne how mach 


your canting Ovjector, but malicious Trai- 
ror, would have impoſed upon you, in ur- 
ging this Oath of Iſrael to the Gibronites, as 
a morive tor you to keep the Covenant z when 
there was not ſo much as the reſemblance of 
Parallel; the Covenant being evidenced to 
be impions, and nnlawftul, bur che League 
and Oath. in relation to che Gibeonites, has 
been ſufficiently proved valid and good. I 
hope tor the turure you will be {o juſt to your 
ſelt, as well as your Office, to punith ſuch 
infinuating Cheats, char, under che pretenſe 
of Piery and Religion, and winning Soulsto 
Jeſus Chriſt ( as they call ic ) mcſt ſcanda- 
louſly, to the ruine boch of Church and 
Stare, inſtill poyſonous Principles into the 

minds 
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minds of men, that ſwell chem up to Tu- 
malt and Rebellion ; and would, as you ſee, 
( if poſſibly they could ) infuſe their venome 
into the ſubordinare Magiſtrates ; char they, 
growing big with Saintſhip, ſhould extend 
beyond cheir juſt proportion, and their own 
eſteem ſhould render chem better than their 
Princez and conſequently, he would be fo 
vile in their eyes, that his Laws ſhould, firſt, 
appear ridiculous, and ſo, not being the 
effets of Wiſdom, would be unhr ro be 
executed ; and then his Perſon muſt be,firſt, 
contemned, and afterwards ſect afide, or mur- 
dered. 

Ald. 7 hope their Principles are not altoge - 
ther ſo bad at you mike them ; I am aptto 
think, that they themſelves are convinced by 
thoſe Arguments which they enfurce to others ; 
and therefore impute all thtir miſcarriages to 
their weakneſs, rath:r than their obſtinacy ; 
and all may be ( theugh it proves unfortanate 
in the expreſſion, and thoſe Conſequences that 
are deduced from their Principle ) the effel# of 
good rxcaning. But to leave ſuch diſcourſe, be- 
cauſe you know, at preſent, they may be bold, 
having almoſt the ſame priviledge with your 
ſelves. Since this Nn-conformiſt has given 
Jou this trouble, by his ObjeAion : 1 wn'd have 


You endeavour torequite him, by exhibiting an 
ex.mp.e 
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example that may convince the truth of your 
former Poſition, that an unlawful Oath u« net 
Obligatory, aud binds ts nothing but Repen- 
tance ; by this means you ſhall diſcharge your 
debt to him, by putting him to the expenſe of 
an an{wer, or, for defett of that, to be liable to 
the diſparagement of a baffle in his own Trade : 
eA's alſo you wilt, by this, carry on your main 
deſign of confirming and ſtrengthening that be- 
lief, which you have been a weans to raiſe in 
me. 

Vic. Alchough, Sir, I would evince my 
ſelf ro be more a man, than to be art all jea- 
[ons of anothers afte&tion 3 yer, methinks, by 
your diſcourſe, I have too much reaſon to 
ſuſpe&t the Non-conformiſts co be Rivals to 
tice Church of England, in relation to the 
winning your Judgment and Opinion : Bur, 
becauſe T ſhould be injurious to my ſelf, in 
diſturbing minc own peace, as well as diſo- 
bedlicnt to you,in a denial of my dury,(hould 
I art all protract an anſwer to your Com- 
mands, An example now preſents it ſelf to 
my mind, ( ſo great a dclign and prompti- 
cude 1s there cyen 1n my very, memory to 
lerve yoa ) that will plainly evidence chat an 
unlawtul Oath binds to nothing but repen- 
LAQINCC, 

Ald. Thmroh I am ntither able, nor would 
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it beconse me, in the place in which I am, t0 
Follow your Example of Courtſhip and Comple- 
ment; yet, le afſure you, not only my Judg- 
went and Opinion, Lut my depurtment and 
attion ſhall be guided by the example you pro- 
duce, if I ſhall at all find it cogent. Theres 
fore, without any more Circumſtance, pray what 
& it ? 

Vic. It is the Example of David. 

Ald. That cannot, ſnrely, well be rejeFed, 
becauſe he was a man after Gods own heart, and 
I cannot but long for the particulars. 

Vic, It your Worthip pleaſe rotake your 
Wives Bible, and turn to che ewenty fifch 
Chapter of the Firſt Book of Samznel; there 
you may compare the particulars of my Ar- 
gument, with the truch of che Texc. 

Ald. I thank you, Sir, for that mution, 
becauſ e it will avaid many Doubts, and One- 
ſtions, that wewtd inevitably have ariſen, ſhould 
1 nat have ſeen your Argument plainly deduci- 
ble from the Sacred Example; but alſo this 
will imprint the reaſon in my mind, and (o 1 

ſhall be the better enabled, upon a view of the 
Text,tonrge the Argument, inits full ſtrength, 
to the Gentleman for whom it us deſigned ; and 
my own conviction will be the more powerful and 
laſting. 1 have now found the Chapter, and 
therefore you may proceed to your Argument . 
tl 2 V is, our 
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Vic. Your Worſhip remembers ( I hope) 
whar che thing is to be proved. 

Ald. Or elſe ſurely I muſt be aſleep. The 
thing to be demonſtrated from this Example ts, 
that an unlawful Oath ts not Obligatory, unleſs 
porepentance, 

Vic. Very good. Thus then the proof 1s 
attempted, David being provoked by che 
churliſhneſs of Nabal, ro whom he had ſent 
Meſlengers for Provifion, made a Vow, with 
an Execration to himſelf, ro Kill all chat ap- 

ertained to Nabal, Ver.22. For ſo, ( ſaies 

e) end more alſo, do God unto the Enemies of 
David, if 1leave, of all that pertain to him, 
by the morning light, any that pifſeth againſt 
the wall. That 1s, let God thus permit che 
Enemies of David to triumph and affront 
him nnpuniſhed, if I ſuffer any of Nabals 
Family co hive. *cill che morning. Here you 
ſce David had obliged himſelf by what moſt 
would conjecture a ſufficient Bond : And 
yer, when Aligail comes, and inthe behalf of 
her Husband, falls ar his fcer, begs his par- 
don, and gives him her Preſent: Dawid was 
ſo far from purſuing his raſh and bloudy de- 
{izn, that he acknowledgech guilc in his paſſh- 
onate inadvercency, and gives praiſe and 
glory to Almighty God, who had raiſed up 
«Abigail, nor only to meer him, bur to obviare 
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his defign alſo, and ro divert his intention 
from ſhedding bloud : Bleſſed be the Lord 
God of Iſrael ( ſaics he, Ver. 32. ) which ſent 
thee this day to meet me, and bleſſed be thy ad- 
vice, and blefſed be this, which haſt kept mez, 
thus day, from coming to ſhed bloud, and from 
avenging my ſelf with mine own hand, And 
thathe tocally deſifted from the accompliſh» 
ment of this Oach and Vow ( whichhe him- 
ſelf declared wicked, in that it obliged him 
to a murder, to gratifie his Revenge ) 1s ap- 
parently manifeſt, from his diſmiſſion of 
Abigail, Ver.35. Go up in peace tothine houſe, 
T have hearkened to thy woice, and accepted thy 
perſon, So thac from this Example it plainly 
appears, that an unlawful Vow or Oach ob- 
liges ro nothing but ſorrow aud repentance 
for ones raſhneſs and inadvertency. 

Ald. 1 thank you, Sir, for this full Con- 
vittion, not on'y of my unlawful entering into 
the League and Covenant, with thoſe that for- 
ſock their own welfare, and ruined a flouriſting 
and proſperits Kingdom ; Lut alſo for your 
perfe& proof that ſuch unlawful Oaths are to 
be repented of, and not at all perſiſted in : I'will 
promiſe you, the firſt opportunity 1 have, to 
wrge your example ( which methinks ſeems ex- 
ceedingly gArgumentative ) to that Gentleman 
that wonld have endeaveured to perſwade me to 
H 3 his 
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his epinion, with a ſecond forfeiture of my alle* 
geance to my King. 

Vic. I cannoc well conjecture what re- 
ply that womans Minion may make to it ; 
bur, I hope, if any ching, he ſhould chance 
ro blunder upon, ſhould ſeem to ſtartle you, 
it ſhall not be accounted any diſparagement 
to your own Judgment, if you accept of my 
hclpand afſiſtance,in confirming your Wor- 
{hip againſt all ſach blaſts and ſtorms. 

Ald. 1 hope I have ſufficiently learned to 
truſt men in their own Callings, and to keep 
(where great advantage does not preſent ) with- 
in the limits of mine own; and therefore, as 
long as yeu ſhall remain my Miniſter, I ſhall 
not refuſe, in what has reference ts the wel- 
Fare of my ſoul, toconſmlt your Judgment, as 
well as mine own. I h«pe you need not now ſpend 
any mare of what time remains ( which indeed 
# could wiſh lengthened ) about the perſwading 
me to diſown the Covenant and Engagement 
for I nit 6nly renounce them, and haſtily repent 
of my ra{kneſs and inadvertency, but abhor 
their moſt prodigious and bloudy conſequences 

with my whol heart. 1 am very joyful that you 
bad an occofion of diſcourſiag theſe things 
with me, which, I remimber, was taken from 
that Paſſage of yours ſure hours fence, that 
Jou did not think 1 was obliged to obſerve all 
thoſe 
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thiſe Oaths that I have taken : Is there none 
other Oath that you know, I have taken, that 
does not oblige, for indeed I would have as little 
burden KHpon my C onſcience that might engage 
to attion, in ſuch troubleſcrme times, liable to 
changes, as I could. 

Vic. I can mention to your Worſhip but 
one more, which, being a Lawful Oath, 1 
fear ( chough there is no grear ground for it ) 
you burden your felt roo much in making 
more conſcie1ice of its obſervation, than choſe 
of greater,and higher concernment. 

Ald. Pray, Sir, what is that ? 

Vic. 'Tis when you ſwore to obſerve the 
Cuſtoms of your Town, 

Ald. We £c.:mnot certainly be too ſtrift in 
theſe, for they are the Bulwarks both of our 
Credit, and Honour, and the Supporters of all 
our Grandeur and State, 

Vic. 1 do conteſs, indeed, that is an uſual 
Cuſtome, for your bloud to rife, proporti- 
onable to your Offices; and the Mayor 1s 
dubb'd with che Town Mace: And a Gen- 
tleman hardly knows himſelf to be (ach, or, 
ac leaſt, others take liccle notice of him, *cll 
he becomes a Member of your Socictv ; 
whereas Tradeſmen are not only inferiour to 
Gentlemen, bur the Yeomanry are by right 
ro be preferred before rhem. You maſt not 
H 4 think 
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think that honour is to be weighed in your 
Wortfhips Scales, nor conveyed to men 3n 
Punchions of Prunes. 

Ald. Hold, Sir, your Wit r#n; before your 
Wifdows. 

Fic. That it does ( T muſt confeſs ) always 
when it dares ſpeak before your Worthip : 
Tis ſtrange, methinks,you can permit all the 
Statutes of the Realm, nor only to live in- 
cognito and retired, but, when they dare 
ſpeak at the diſcovery of any Treaſon or Vice, 
you can, either by your Authority, or Con- 
nivance, gag them ro ſilence. You can ſuffer 
the King, and all the pious Supporters of che 
Church,to be ſpotted by a perpetual reproach; 
you can,. quietly, and without controule, 
permit Conventicles,both of Drunkards and 
Fanaticks ; and chough they load you with 
aftronrs, publick, and private, if chey, or 
rheir Relations, are your Cuſtomers, inſtead 
of ſuppreſſion, they ſhall have the encou- 
ragement of your own Society : All che 
Laws both of God and Man ( though nor 
only undervalued, and ſlighted in diſcoarſe, 
bac too frequently blaſphemed and reproach- 
ed, and with impunity violatcd by perſons 
of the blackeſt Character, whom a Penc1], 
dipped in the Infernal Lake, can ſcarce de- 
cipher ) you cannot only be Stoical and 
unconcerned 
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unconcerned in ; bur ofcentimes, violate your 
ſelves, what you ought to puniſh in others ; 
and then they commonly fare the berter for 
your own ſakes. But if a little Cuſtom of 
your Town be concerned, though ic be bur 
playiug a Dog amiſsat a Bull-baiting, or ha- 
ving bur a ſheeps hinge the leſs ar a publick 
Feaft, there is nothing leſs than thunder and 
lighening 3 the head is preſently ſhookyto ſee 
whether he has not loſt his brains 3 and the 
Band is careleſly curned to the Ale-houſe ; 
and all is in {ch diſorder, and confuſion, as 
if a fire were raging through the midſt of 
our bowels, and a preſent damnation were 
brought upon the World : and all this ( no 
doubt ) from a miſtake, concerning the Obli- 
garion of the Cuſtoms of che Town ; and 
though your Wildoms underſtand Perjury 
too well,to be much concerned ar a few As; 
yer here you think your ſclves forſworn, if 
an Aldermans Gown ſhould prove moth-ca- 
ren, or the Rats ſhould gnaw 1t for want of 
victuals; fo render are men in their own 
CONecrns. 

Ald. 1 ſee, plainly, you cannot live, mnleſs 
you are allowed a little liberty ; which has been 
the reaſon of my patience ( though not withowt 
violence to my Plice, and Grandeur ) whileſt 
ou have too ſeverely reflefted upon the Cuſtoms 
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of onr Town ; and, in my judgment, ſometimes 
# little $00 broad, for one that us but a MMini- 
fer. We never uſed to be ſerved thus, but ſo 
great a diſtance did our Aldermen keep with 
men of your Coat, that one of ua never came by 
any of them that belonged to this Town, but 
the Miniſter was dywn to the ground to ther, 
and looked upon it both as hu daty and intereſt 
fo to do ; though they perhaps (having ſo much 
burden mpon their ſhowlders, by reaſon of the 
Publick Affairs of the Town, and other Acci- 
dents more private ) might for the preſent take 
no notice of him. But, not to diſturbe, cy pro= 
voke your paſſion, leſt reſpelt to you, in for- 
bearing the Law, ſhould cauſe my Brethren to 
cenſure my lenity, where I cught to be ſevere : 
T ſhall freely pardon your paſt Expreſſions, be- 
cauſe they were uttered in mine own houſe,if for 
the future you will diſcourſe only of the Point 
you have in hand, withont particular inſtances 
in our Cuſtoms. 

Vic. Sir, Tam ſorry that my Expreſſions 
ſometimes prove ſo unfortunate to often 
your Worſhip; I had hoped you would, 
now, have {uftered me to unbend the Bow : 
Bar, however, fince your Reputation, or at 
leaſt Greatneſs 1s ſuch, that your Will is a 
Law to the whole Town, all reaſon it ſhould 
beſoto me: Had I told you, that Mr. Mayors 
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door had no greater Mark, or Badge of Cog- 
nizance, than the biggeſt heap of Oyſter 
ſhells; or chat when Queen Elizabeth came 
ro Town, and Mr, Mayor and the Corpora- 
rion met her on horſeback,and riding through 
the River, his Worſhips Horſe would have 
been ſo bold, as to drink in the ſame Cup 
with the Queens ; which he being a well- 
bred Gentleman, repreſſed, the reaſon 
being asked, he told the Queen in very goag 
Language, that he ſhould nor be ſo unman- 
nerly todrink, *'till her Majeſtic's had done. 
Had TI revived ſuch Stories as theſe, your 
Worſhip indeed might have juſtly blamed 
me for reviling the Corporation, and joyn- 
ing you and your horſes together 3 but ſince 
I inſtanced only in a few Cuſtoms, not much 
taken notice of abroad -in the World, and 
that, privately, berwixt you, and I, for an 
entrance only ro the ſerious ſtate of a uſetul 
Problem z T hope I ſhall obtain your forger- 
tulneſs, and pardon (fince cven that 1s cuſto- 
mary to your good nature ) for what I have 
ſaid ; and then, I ſhall immediately exhibice 
my preſent thoughts,and reading, concerning 
the Obligation of your Cuſtoms in general 
by vexrne of your Oath, without refle- 
tion upon any particulars. 


Ald. That # it which will make me retraft 
ny 
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m7 power and cummand, and uſe you only with 
familiarity and entreaty : 1 muſt now keep you 
80 this promiſe. 

Vic.lam much engaged to your Worſhip, 
not only for your former civilities, bur alſo, 
for that you manifeſt ſo great a preſent de- 
light in this diſcourſe, chat chough I have, 
not only by unmannerly interruptions, but 
frequent diverſions to another Theam, that 
might ſometimes prove ungrateful to your 
Worthip, attempted to pur a period to this 
preſent task ; yer you have ſo tempted the 
repetition of my former diſcourſe, chat by 
yourdiſcreet,and wiſe management,there has 
beena kind of method in what would other- 
wiſe have been confuſed 3 and you have till 
poyneerd forward a deſign, that has alwaies 

cen as pleaſant unto me, as I hope it may be 
uſcful to you. | 

Ald. 7 know not jet what uſe I may make 
of the deſign, nor do I know what you drive at, 
which makes me willing to provoke you to the 
end of the diſcourſe ; that 1 may be eaſed of the 
execution of ſome of my Oaths, which, I per- 
ceive, are ſo many, that they will otherwiſe as 
laſt execute me. 

Vic. That, Sir, you perceive 15 the preſent 
deſign 3 and becaulc I find your Town Cu- 
ſtoms to be very many ( thoagh perhaps you 

account 
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account none needleſs) and (it your Wor- 
ſhip would confeſs) ſometimes burdenſome 
roo 3 and I would inſtance in ſome, bur 
that I have promiſed co ſpeak in general : Ir 
will therefore be no ungrareful atrempr, if I 
endeayour to diſcover an effetual way, how 
to ſave your Oath entire, and yer abate che 
rigour of your Aion, in the obſervation of 
all particular Cuſtoms. 

Ald. 1 ſhall be wery glad to hear-any thing 
proved, though I like our Cuftoms very well ; 
and they ſees to me tobe goed and laudable, 

Vie. Obſerve, Sir, then (if you pleaſe ) 
thar you are to look upon your ſelf in a dou- 
ble capacity z asa Subje& ef the Realm, and 
{o a Member of the Great Sociery, thatare 
governed by the Laws of our Supreme 
Prince, and gracious King: Or elſe you are 
ro obſerve your {clt as a Member of a parti- 
cular Society, ſeparated from che general 
body, for the diſcharge of ſome particular 
duties and Gefigns. As you are a SubjeR of 
the Realm, you are no doubt obliged to ob- 
ſerve, and keep, as much asin you lies, all 
che Rights, which by Law, or Cuſtom ap- 
pear tobe juſt, and lawful ; and yer you are 
not bound to obſerve choſe chings, that, even 
amoneſt che Learned in the Law, are ſocon- 
croverred, chat they become ſo doubrtul, as 
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eo be rendred altogerher uncertain, and is 
not yet determined in which part duty and 
obedicnce is expected. Yer a SubjeR ought 
alwajes to have his will ſo ready for Sabmifſi- 
on, that as ſoon as theſe doubts ſhall be taken 
away, to {abje&t himſelf according as Law 
thall direct his Dary, and a fall determina- 
tion regnlace his PraCtice. Burt as to the 
particular Laws and Cuſtoms of a Town, 
becauſe Omilſions of fome inconſiderable 
Cuſtoms, do neicher derogate from che ho- 
nour of the Place, nor at all rend to the de- 
{tru&ion of the Communicy, there muſt 
a Lacitude be allowed: Firft, Becauſe many 
of them may be not only frivolous, bur vict- 
ous, and no man can be obliged ro fin. Se- 
condl[y, Becauſe ſome may now be burden- 
ſome, and inſupportable, in the preſent con= 
dition of a Tow n, or Corporation, which, 
when eſtabliſhed, might very well be ſup- 
porred; and no man can be bound to be in- 
jurious and unjuſt, ro that Soctery which he 
is lworn to preſerve, And laſtly, Many Cu- 
{toms of a Town may, cither atter che Oacl1 
beabrogated, or by a general Omiltion nath - 
hee and wichdrawn an no man can be 
obliged ro ſupport char which has no being, 
or is voided by the ſame Auchority w hich 
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that, Whar inſticures,may aboliſh. To ren- 
der the Caſe therefore plain and practicable 
we muſt diſtinguiſh of thoſe Priviledges and 
Cuſtoms chat are Fundamental, and thoſe 
that are only Accidental and Circumſtanrial. 
Thoſe char are abſolacely neceſlary to the ſup- 
port of the Corporation, and whole Body, 
19 their Honour, and Power, that 1s, eflen- 
tial ro preſerve the whole Community for 
the ends and defigns for which it was art firſt 
inſtituced ; you are neceſlarily obliged roche 
ſtri& obſervation of : becauſe theſe being 
withdrawn, the Sociery will be ruined and 
fall. Bur, ſecondly, there arc lome By-Laws 
and Cuſtoms, thar, ceicher may be leſs Fun- 
damental,or,only rend ro the External Pompe 
and Grandeur of che Community, and no 
way neceſſary for the Actions of Juſtice, or 
Execution of Law : For the principal end of 
embodying Towns into Corporations, was 
for che better Government of thoſe Numbers 
char there uſually ſwarm cogerher, not only 
for their own advantage, that they might be 
capable or protetting themſelves, having 
Laws and Jattice ro defend rhemfelves from 
malice,and violence ; burthat, for their eaſe, 
and convenience, aticy might have j 1ſtice 
ſpeedily excoared noon Offendors. Now this 
may be done with an Iron Rod, as well as a 
Golden 
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Golden Mace, as well with a Sword, as a 
Gold Chain, and in ordinary habit, as well 
as Scarlerz bur yet becauſe External Pompe 
and Splendour of Magiſtrates uſually caſts a 
dread upon the People, and makes them ti- 
merous to offend ; theſe things, proporti- 
onable to the Wealth, and Dignicy, or Po- 
pulouſneſs of a Town muſt be had a ſpecial 
relpe&rto, leſt che Building decay with che 
Pompe and Ornamenr ; and in this Obſer- 
vation, common Cuſtom, and preſent Pra- 
Rice of the general body, ought to regulate 
each particular. Now even theſe alſo muſt 
be diſtinguiſhed, into whar are for the pre- 
ſent practiſed, having already, either by de- 
cree, or uſage received their Sanction; and 
what ſhall for the fucure be eſtablithed : 
Thoſe that are preſent, are to be obſerved no 
farther, than by probable cokens you can 
conclude their firſt SanRion and eſtabliſh- 
ment did intend; ſo Laws are frequently 
interpreted according to the intention of 
them, where the ſenſe in che Expreſſion be- 
comes dubious. Thoſe thac are future co 
your Oach, which, you are obliged ro the 
obſervation of, if confirmed by ſufficient 
Authoriry, muſt alwaies be attended with 
theſe Conditions; thar they are poſlible,thac 


ehey are honeſt, char they are juſt; for uo 
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Oath can obligeeicher, r&impoſſible, ditho-- 
neft, or unjuſt. And laſtly, they muſt nor 
incerfere with any of the Starures of the 
Realm: For every particular Society 1s fub- 
ordinate to a Power, that is more general,and 
ſapreme. Thus, though your Town 1s 1m- 
mediarely governed by a Mayor and Alder- 
men, yer they themſelves are, bounded and 
limiced, nor only by cheir Charter, bur alſo 
by the Laws and Statutes of theRealm ; and, 
conſequently, whatever they act contrary to 
theſe, is not only ipſo fatto void, bur they 
become reſponſible for their deportment be- 
fore a Superiour, and more general Tri- 
bunal. So chat any Cuſtom, or By-law, that 
contradicts any Publick Scarure, cannot ob- 
lige you to the obſervation of it, by vertue of 
your Oath ; not only becauſe your Oath 
cannot oblige beyond che intention of che 
firſt Impoſer, bur becauſe ſuch a Cuſtom, 
or By-law becomes evil and unjuſt, it being 
oppolite to what you were before obliged to 
a diſcharge of, Bur yer finally ( to cloſe this 
Cale, which would have taken np coomach 
time, had I fully opened it ) leſt yoa ſhould 
yer think chis Obligation ( which malt Al- 
dermen, char are paſt the ſervitude and fla- 
very of a Corporationgare fond ot ) roo mach 
undended and looſe; You mult have a care, 
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It in any doubtful, or confident omiffion, 
the circumſtance of coarempr, or ſcandal at- 
tends it; thats, leſt in your withdrawing 
from what others think an Obligation, you 
do a with contempt of that general Society 
of which you are a particular Member z or 
when you are convinced, that your omiſſion 
5 ſuch a prevalent example to others, nor be- 
ing fully poſſeſſed of the lawfulneſs of yonr 
forbearance, thar they are thereby induced 
ro praQtiſe the ſame thing with your ſelf, nor 
having the ſame belicf, and ſo it becomes a 
ſnare to their Souls, and a torment co their 
Conſciences. To conclude this then z He 
thar does faithfully ( as much as in him lies ) 
and without ſcandal,or juſt offence to others, 
endeayour to obſerve the Laws, and Cuſtoms 
of char Society, of which he 1s a Member ; 
fo that he will nor, retractorily, and,with his 
full conſent, violate any ching that rends co 
che ſupport either of che Being, Juſtice, or 
Honour of his Corporation, which heis con- 
vinced 1s his ducy to perform) in thar Place 
and Station which he poſlefies ; and endea- 
vours alſo ro uſe his urmoſt diligence ro be 
acquainted with the particulars of hvs duty, 
does, without doubr, diſcharge a good con= 
ſcience, in disburdening him(elt of that Ob- 
lization that lics upon him, from his 
Oath, 
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Oath, to obſerve the Cuſtoms and Conſticu- 
rions of his Town, and Corporation to which 
he relates. | 

Ald. Ithank you, Mr. Vicar, for ftiting 
thu duty ; not only for that I plainly perceive, 
that the failure in ſome little Punitilio does 
not maks me violate my Oath ; but alſo,becanſe 
you ſeem to be tender, not only of the being of 
the Corporation, but of its Pompe and Honour 
$08, ſo that I do nod find but thut this may be 
fit to communicate ts every Member of our 
Society, and will as welt oblige Inferiours #0 their 
diſtance with their Superiours, and the dntifal 
obſervance of their juſt Commands, as engage 
Smperiours to be content with their own Pri- 
viledges, without invaſion of the Rights of 
others, 

Vic. 1 know not how your Worthip may 
miſconſtrue any ſecular or merry expretſion 
buc otherwiſe, you know, that ever ſince L 
came to this Town ( notwichſtanding tre- 
_ diſobligarions ) I have not only en- 

eavoured to conform my (elf to thoſe Cu- 
ſtoms chac are good, and laudable, and ſo do 
not intertere with other durics that relate co 
my Calling , nor entrench upon choſe few 
Priviledges char I can cla:m, boch as a Gen- 
tleman, and a Prieſt : But alwaies to pers» 
{wade others, noc only to a ſubmiſſion co 
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Authority inthe general, but co a peaceable 
ſubje&tion to yours in particular : and, in- 
deed, Tam fo true a Churchman te our pre- 
ſent Conſtirucion, and conſequently, ſo,great 

a Lover of Loyalty, that I cannor only with 
all chearfulneſs obey his Majeſties moſt juſt 
Commands, but alſo ſubmit to all his Sub- 
ordinate Miniſters, as thoſe that are Com- 
miſſioned by him, for the puniſhmenc of evil 
Doers, but for the praiſe of them that do 
well; ſummoned thereto by the Apoſtles 
Argument, for ſo is the will of God, And 
cherefore you ſhall never fear me an enemy 
to Corporations, but I ſhall alwaies ſerve you 
rothe urmoſt of my power, which you know 
( by reaſon of my poverty, and contraſted 
livelihood in this place ) I cannot make run 
parallel with my will ; Bur I hope you will 
nor be irreconcilably angry at what 1s only 
diverting mirch, and ( asIrhink ) 1noffen- 
five pleaſantneſs z eſpecially,fince your Wor- 
{1p has been pleaſed ſomecimes, in your diſ- 
courſe, to pur off your gravity, and now and 
rhen to dart forth a Satyr, that has been as 
ſharp as witcy, 

. Ald. I cannot bat be well pleaſed with what 
yo:s do, eſpecially ſince where you ſeemed to 
give sffence, you preſently did beg my pardon ; 
ani now that you give ſo great a Teftimony to 
Magt- 
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Magiſftratical Powrr in Towns, and Corpo= 
rations, here is my hand, ana my heart with 
#t. 1 wiſh your maintenance were encreaſed, ei- 
ther by an equ /! p1und rate upon the honſes ; or 
that the Biſhop ( face he has many pref: rments 
within his power ) would beftow ſome, npon ſuch 
men, 4s endure more thin ordinary toyle, and 
burden in Corporate Towns ; that ſo we might 
not want ſuch a e Miniſtry, as might be able, 
by their conſtant Preaching, to confirm ſuch as 
already ſtand, and by their Learning and 
eArgument reduce wandring ſheep to the Fuld. 

Vic. I moſt humily chank your good 
Worſhip for your pardon,and for your cha= 
ritable apprehenſions of my good intentions, 
and defigns, in order to the ſuppore both ot 
your honour and Authority z and though I 
have little hepes ever to ſee your wiſhes ac- 
complithed, yer I cannot bur honoe.r you 
for your ſincere deſire 3, and I could joyn 
with you in your Pericion, thar a mainte- 
nance may be advanced by a pound ratc, nor 
ſo much tor mince own emolnment (alchough 
chis uſually preſcribes ro the World ) as for a 
facure, and perpetual ſupply. For you know 
I ama fingle man, and ſo can ( though nc 
withour fome diſhculty ) make a ſhift wich 
my Salary ; yer when a poor man comes tn 
thus place, with Wife, and Children, hemuſt 
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of neceffity want Supplies for his Family, 
unleſs the charity of others relieve him ; 
which, indeed, inthetimes in which we live, 
where Iniquity does ſo much abound, is wax- 
ed toocold, cither co hear, or cheriſh. But 
as to what you would wiſh, though not 
preſcribe to the Biſhops ; ir ſeems ro me to be 
a liccle unreaſonable ( unleſs chey may per- 
hapschink it incumbent 1n a time of exigencez 
ro abate, for the preſenc ſeaſon, ſome Privi- 
ledge ) to be forced to give their preferments 
to Market Towns, who are very well able 
( did not the penny and contracted hearts of 
cher Inhabitants obſtruRt and hinder ) to 
encourage learned and pious men, and may 
methinks be perſ{waded to it, eſpecially fince 
the bencfic of enjoying ſuch a Miniſtry 15 to 
be confincd ro their own boſomes: And 
the weltare of their precious and immortal 
beings ( of more value than their richeſt 
Merchandaize ) are concerned, as to their fu- 
ture felicity. 

Ald. I mnſft needs confeſs ( though ſome 
of the Towns ( that ave yet popnlox ) are very 
poor } moſt places that hawe any tolerable Trade 
yet remaining, ave well enough able to main= 
tain ikeir Miniſter, if their wills mere ſutable 
to their abilities, yet do you think that a volun- 
tary ſubſiſtence 8 ſo reconcilable with the Port, 

Authority, 
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Authority, and Dignity of the C lerg9) as what 
# by Law eſtabliſhed ? 
Fic. No, Sir, nor would I perſwade you 


to conjefture that ſuch a dependent mainte- 


nance is ſurable to the ends for which the 
Miniſtry was art. firft deſigned by God him- 
ſelf; and therefore the Prieſthood, under the 
Law, had a particular, although large Re- 
venue, by right, and debt affigned to them 3 
and, under the Goſpel, St. Paul does, more 
than once, inform thoſe that were moſt con- 
traced and coverous, that he conld claim a 


priviledge, for ſowing to chem ſpiritual _ 


things, to have a power to reap their carnal ; 
and that thoſe, who preach che Goſpel, ought 
to live of ſuch a reward as is due to them 
that bring glad tidings, which the word 
ev2y4ary does not improperly f1gnifie, For 
che deſign of the Miniſtry is, nor only to be 
the Publick Officers, ro put up the Peoples 
joynt Petitions ro Almighty God ; bur alſo, 
in their Homilies, and Oracions, to perſwade 
to vertue, and ſharply to reprove the rebelli- 
ous ſinners ; and by all metives, that may be 
rational, to dehort from the purſuit and 
practice of Vice, which chey will be cempred 
co be partial, and remiſs in, with relation :o 
choſe wao are their BenefaGtors ; leſt they 
ſhould peeviſhly withdraw that porcion, 

I 4 whiclr, 
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which, whilft pleaſed, and indulged, they 
did freely contribute. Beſides, the pittiful 
and ſlavith carriage, far below their honou- 
rable Fun&ion, they muft be guilty of, co 
thoſe that are their ſupporters and relief ; 
rendering themſelves mean and contempri- 
ble, and with their own ſhadow will be apt 
to darken and obſcure others in their eſteem 
amongſt whom themſelves are uſually con- 
verſant. Add tothis, their neceffity of ſub- 
miſſion to every humour, and vain defire of 
their Auditory; not only in relation ro the 
pablick diſcharge of their moſt ſolemn du- 
ties; but muſt ſometimes accompany them 
to their very Vices, and can only be witnefles 
'to what they dare not for their livelihood 
controule. And beſides all cheſe, not only 
inconveniences, but miſchiefs too, a deven- 
dent maintenance 1s never ccrtain, but has 
ſuch continual ebbs and fluxes, that he can 
never be at peace with himſelf, bur fo filled 
with what hopes and fears ſuch an unfixed 
Revenue can poſſeſs him with, that theſc 
thorns of the World, will nor only render 
hisſtudics and contemplations uneafie 3 bur, 
roo frequently, fruicle(s alſo ; and his head 
wall be ſo wcunded, that 1s, crowned with 
thete, thar they ſeem only co be a Prologue to 
Crucifixion, 

Ald. T here- 
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Ald. Therefore, methtk: ( if mine Op- 
tion could paſs into a Vote, and that were ale 
to make aneftabliſhment ) 1 would r-1her ( as 
1 mas ſaying ) that the Biſhops ſhenld,by giving 
them ſ1me other preferment, as an addition to 
their ſlender livings ; encouroge eur Miniſter, 
and ſo withdraw all incovenierces, that 
in their preſent condition, nſually attend 
them. 

Vic. I cannot ſo much doubr of that cha- 
rity, which I have alwaics found eminent in 
your Worſhip, as to think you defign this 
Argument, under a pious pretenſe, to ſave 
charges: But yer, merhinks you do, with too 
much eagerneſs, purſue the Reverend Bj- 
{hops Priviledges; for they have Chaplains, 
that are, for the moſt part, learned men, and 
far more deſerving, than we poor Vicars(thar 
have not money to buy thoſe Books, which 
they are able to read and digeſt ) chat muſt 
alwaies have the beſt preferments thart fall in 
the compaſs of their Lords Donation. Be- 
fidesche Biſhops have Kinſmen and Friends. 
Add to this, that theſe are waies by which 
they commonly oblige perſons in Authority, 
and Power,by diſpofing ſome of chele Livings 
ro cheir Chaplains, and Acquain:ance : There- 
fore, unleſs we can find out ſome other way, 
I tear chere will be Lirtle hope trom this. 

Ald. Bus 
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Ald. But there are ſome little fine-Cures, 
and (mall Livings that ſo great perſons, of 
ſuch intereſt in the Biſhops, will not care to ac- 
cept of, and theſe mithinks may befriend Cor- 
porations. 

Vic. How do you mean, that Corporati- 
ons ſhould be enriched wich the ſpoyls of 
theſe ? 

Ald. No, Sir, 1 would not be acconnted ſo 
Sacrilegiou ; but that theſe that have the 
care and burden of exerciſing their Miniſtry in 
great Towns, where their duty and work be- 
comes enlarged, but their reward narrow, and 
contr afted,ſhould, proportionable to their Learn- 
ing, and Pitty, have ſome of theſe beſtowed mp - 
on them, as a ſupplement and encreaſe to their 
ſhort Rewenuts. 

Vic. Now I perfetly underſtand you ; 
and ſhall leave you to perſwade them to it. 
In the mean time, becauſe I chink your Pe- 
tition may miſcarry, what do you think of 
this way ? Ler all Corporations, throughout 
England, thar ſend Burgefles to Parliament, 
defire thoſe that ſerve rhere for their particu- 
lar Burroughs, to cauſe a Bill to be drawn 
up, and cherein to appoint Commiſſioners to 
Aﬀeſs in all Market Towns, by an equal 
pound rate ( that pay under an hubdred 
pound per annnm to their Miniſter ) - 
che 
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the value of this hundred pound, to be 
from year to year collefed, and recovered 
by Law to their Minifters uſe : and this 
will be a moderate, but certain &ſtabliſh- 
ment. 

Ald. Truly, 1 ſhall be very willing to pro- 
mote ſo pics, and religions 4 work ; bat I fear 
many T own(men wil preſently endeavonr to ob- 
fruft and hinder it. 

Vie. Thatwill not be within their power, 
if the principal perſons in Towns are for 
It. 

Ald. But what ds yi think of the Non- 
conformiſts intereſt in ſuch a concern as this 
# ? 

Vic. Traly, Sir, I chink it is not their in- 
rereſt ar all co have ſuch a thing accom- 
pliſhed, becauſe then, rhere being an able 
and pious Miniſtry eſtabliſhed in Towns, 
( where you know 1s their greateſt conflu- 
ence ) their Dagon muſt of neceſſity fall be- 
fore the Ark of God; for their Teachers will 
be efteually confured in publick, baffled, 
and conſequently diſgraced in private, and 
their Proſelytes will daily fall off from them, 
and be won again to Chriſtianity and Reli- 
©10N. 

” Ald. But, they ſoy, they have Friends 
above, and they, making their applications #9 
| them, 


124 APaibate Conferencs 


them, by ſome craft &r other will get the Bill 
to be thrown ont of the houſe * or el [e protratt 
it «t aCommittee ſo long, till the Seſſion be ad 
an end. 

Vic. T heard indeed they did ſomething 
much like ir the laſt Seffion, bur I could 
hardly believe the cruth of the report ; be- 
cauſe *tis, to me, a very difficulr matter to be- 
Leve any thing, almoſt, chat ſuch perſons are 
eitherthe Actors, or Relators of. 

Ald. #hy ſhould you be of ſolittle faith ? 

Vic. Strange methinks that the talking of 
perſons of their Character,ſhould, by a kind 
of Sympathy, put your dreſs into Scripture 
Phraſe, in common diſcourſe, But the reaſon 
why I faſpended my belief was, becauſe in 
their Actions they are commonly Hypocrites, 
and in their Words Liars 3 They will not 
ſwear, nor, if they do, will they perform : 
Nor will chey drink hard amongſt the Wic- 
ked, as they (tle the Kings moſt Loyal Sub- 
jets; but with che Saints it may be lawful 
to enjoy the Creature, *cill they are not able 
to enjoy themſclves : Some of them that ab- 
hor Drunkenneſs, do take a wondertul de- 
light in Glutrony ; for their Teachers grea- 
ſing their mouths well, makes their Tongues 
che more ſlippery : And (asI am informed) 


have caken upa new way of wiſhing health, 
not 
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not by the Ceremony of a Glaſs of Wine, 
or Cup of Bear, buc cating a good full Mor- 
{cl, for Ceres is as 200d a Friend to YVenw, as 
Bacchus, and is alwaies leſs ſcandalous, Bac 
I cannot but wonder, that you ſhould chink 
{uch as theſe to be ſo powerful with che Par- 
liamenc, Do you ſuppoſe chat they have ma- 
ny Friends there ? 

Ald. 1 do not know the number of their ac+ 
quaintance, but this [ can ſay, that they are 
the moſt vainglorious boaſters in the World, if 
they are not aſſured of ſome intereff now, and 
have larger hopes, if this Parliament were bat 
once diſſolved, 

Vic. As to that, we muſt leave ittothe 
diſcretion and will of his Majeſty ; and in 
the mean time, wecannot bur praiſe Almigh- 
ty God, that hasraiſed us ap not onlya nur- 
ſing Father co his Church, but convye- 
ned ſo many pious Patriots, that, like 
ſo many Pillars in his holy Temple, have hi- 
therto ſupported the Fabrick, notwichſtand- 
ing all the raging winds and ſtorms: And 
this not without exceeding grear juſtice legi- 
ble in the largeſt CharaQters of his Provi- 
dence; that as an Houſe of Commons, by 
Violence and Ulurpation, did once deform 
and ruinehis Charch : ſo an Houſe of Com- 
mons thonJd now be made che grand 

Inſtramenc 
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Inſtrument co rebuild, and ſupport it. But 
if cheſe noble and indulgent Patriots of our 
beautiful and well-conftirurced Church, 
ſhould either by accident or policy be diſ- 
miſled 3 which way could che Fanaricks de- 
ſigns, chat are ſo deſtructful in chemſelves, 
and can nolonger, with Fanxe's fire-works, 
be obſcured in a Vault of Secrefiec, but be- 
come viſible and maniteſt to all, now take 
effect, and proſper in the mid({t of ſuch a 
World. as muſt needs be cautious, and, like the 
burned child, dread che fire ? 

Ald. The ſame way they did before. 

Vic. Say you ſo Sir? And muſt che old 
Game be played over again, thar has loſt ſo 
many fair Eſtaces, and been apparent to the 
World in colours of Bloud ? Thar has made 
che Church crackle wich ics Ruins, and wel- 
rered a Nation 1n its own Gore, that, by 
treading upon the Micer, gor high enough to 
ewitch off the Crown, and brigg a Sacred 
head unco the Block. 

Ald. 1 dv not ſay that all tbuſe eff efts will 
F:llow ; nur are cauſes ſnppoſed ſo unavoidably 
20 be linked together ,as to be alwaies the Fathers 
of ſuch Children. 

Fic. It theold Rulein Logick hold, Thar 
the Canlesbejng exhibiced, and pur 1nco or- 
der, the ctc&s wall follow, we have reaſon 
oO 
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co fear nothing bur deach will atrend cheir 
Phlebotomy. 

Ald. I told you before, I was not very well 
Skill” 4 in Logick, ; but this I know, that the Pot 
# boyling. 

Vic. Ir muſt be chen the Por for the Pro- 
phers; and I queſtion nor bur crackling 
chorns are che fuel chey boylic with. Bar pray, 
can you tell what chey would be ar ? 

Ald. Trmly, 1 ſuppoſe, at leaft, part of tho 
old Game. 

Vic. Bur what are the deſigns they do ar 
preſenc aim at? 

Ald. Thm much I am aſſured of, a pre* 
ſent Toleration, end,after that, a futare San- 
ction. 

Vic. But do yon think they can well 
agree, ſecing they differ ſomuch 1n opinion 
from each other, npon the cercain qualificati- 
ons, and limirs of cheir ccmprehenhon ? 

Ald. They will ll agree in the ruine and ſub- 
verſion of the preſent Church. 

Vic, Thac I eafily conſent to; but wall 
they nor then again fall out and diſagree, 
which Party thall gain Superioricy co the 
reſt ? 

Ald. I cannot Lat ſay, they have all de- 
fiens of being: Univerſal in their Authority, 
and Opinions; and no doubt may differ, even 
Fg 
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to wars and bloud, which ſhall impoſe upon th* 
reſt. 

Vic. Then it ſeems Impoſitions will nor 
be unlawful, when they proceed from ſuch 
ſanRified men as theſe; and they do ( not- 
withſtanding all cheir canting and moderati- 
on ) bur pull down our Unitormity, co ſerup 
another, 

Ald. Thru they will almoſt now acknow- 
ledge, when urged cloſe ly a ftrift Diſpu- 
Fant, 

Vie. Tam fare 'cis plainly deducible from 
their preſenc attempts, to captivate and en- 
thral che Judgments ot all men co their own ; 
beſides the former example of all Parties, as 
they rook their carn in cheir Supreme Au- 
thority, is Argamentauve even to.a demon- 
ſtracton : Bur if che Caſe be thus wich chem, 
**is bac putting them, ar cheir nexc morion to 
the Parl:amcnt for comprehenſion, to draw 
up their own Bill; and chey will be fo long 
abour the ag; 2cment tor the boundsand limils 
of every Pa:ty, char the Houſe of Commons, 
nor King neither, need tear no more trouble 
with :hem, 

Ald. 7 hat indeed would be a cunning de- 
vice ; for I remember when they had formerly 
pali'd down Epiſcipacy, and the Presbyterians 
would bave bad their Diſcipline eftabliſked, a 


few 
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few Independents made ſuwe Objedtion'; which, 
before they were ſolved, and the diſſenting 
Brethren reconciled, we were all run into irre- 
coverable Confuſion, and (+ the Government was 
never eſtabliſhed. 

Vic. That was the very example which I 
had in mine eye, when I was propoſing to 
you the former mean of ſecuring our ſelves, 
and farisfying chem, by giving chem a little 
countenance andq imploymenr. 

Ald. Bmnt they will ſcarce mee their Ad- 
dreſſes to this Parlioment any mo»; (<canſe 
they ſee they have ſeacr i tiyme' m'ſcarried ;; 
and therefore begin now to miſtruſt tht they 
are only fooled by Comrtſhip aud (ivilit». 

Vic. Whar will chey accempr then, thall 
there be a ReſurreRtion ot their beloved 
Rebcllion ? Though I chink indecd ic has 
been bedrid only, nor deadall this wlille. 

Ald, "5 hard for you to trult your Aever- 
{aries with Swords in their h1nds, bur they al- 
wales prot {t 1g ainſt this Methid. 

Vic. Their Proieftacions are bar of ſmall 
Authority z tor every one of chm 1s a Pope 
cohumſclt, co ablolve trom any Oach or Pro- 
ceſtacion : bur which way chen wall chey ac- 
complith their detig $? 

Ald. Ile tell you then ( but you muſt be ſer 
eret ) they hope to get thi Parliamznt difſol- 
K ved, 
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vel, and then to get another of their own pey« 
(waſion. 

Vic, That is a way, indeed, that I did not 
think of ; becauſe now the Mulricude have 
no power to diſfolve a Parliament, nor can 
the Fanaticks have cheir will in EleRion of 
Parliaments, ſo as to {way the balance to their 
own fide. 

Ald. They are ſcandalows men, you know, 

Vic. They are ſo; and malicious enough, 
to watch all opporcunicies, to ruine choſe 
chat in the leaſt bear any oppoſirion to chem : 
Buc Corporations ſend moſt Members tothe | 
Parliament, and Fanaticks are purged out 
by a Law 3 chough, indeed, it is ro be juſtly 
feared thar in many places as there are 
Church-Papiſts, {o chere are Church-Fana- 
ticks alſo; and the Aſs may be formidable 
in a Lions skin, it he has bur grace co hide 
his Ears, Bur Thope however, if che Scace 
of Aﬀairs ſhould command a new Election, 
Your Worſhip will cake a ſpecial care thac 

we have ſuch choſen here as may nor only 
rake more care, than others have, of che wel- 
"Fare ot che Town, and che ſupport and ho- 
' Bour of the Corporation ; buc that wall 
faichfully afſcrr the Prerogacive of che King, 
and che dae and legal Priviledges of che Sab- 
jet, not forgerting a poor bleeding Church, 
that, 
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that, betwixt the wonnds of roo numerous 
Adverſaries, is ready to dic and expire. For 
ſhould chis Parry, that now appear in theeps 
cloathigg, chrough diligence and creachery, 
obrain their deſire ; alas! chey would be bur 
ſtalking horſes ro che Papiſts, who having 
carched their Prey, wonld mount chem to 
ride away wich ir. Thope theretore char all 
Towns will remember, x Civil Wars are 
raineus, and deſtruRive to all Trade and 
Commerce, char Gazrifons fill chem with 
noiſe, and tumulc ; that Violence and Plun- 
der will neither be advantageous to rhem- 
ſelves, nor Children ; nor can ic at all be de- 
lighcſome ro chem to become Servants to their 
own Apprentices; and therefore will ele& 
Gentlemen of worch, when ever the preſent 
Members ſhall diezor be diffolved,chat know 
what 1 15 © become Slaves to Tenants ; ro 
be arraigned beforc a Confiſtory of Elders, 
and to have a Parſon curſe chem by Bell, 
Book, and Canile, whilſt che Surplice is cac 
iuco a white ſheer, tor che Gentlemen to 
wear upon the Stoole of Repentance: Bur 
pray, Sir, ( it I may nor be ancivil co your 
Worſhip ) How can yoa arrive at ſo much 
knowledge of thcintrigues of rhac Parcy ? 

Ald, 1 am acquainted with ſome of the 
heids of them, 
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Vic. They may perhaps be ſome of your 
Worlhips Cuſtomers. 

Ald. Yes, traly, I take a great deal of mo- 
ney of that Party. 

Vic. I nced not then wonder at your kind 
and courteous carriage towards them: But 
are you acquainted with any of their Mini- 
ſers, chat have formerly becn beneficed ? 

Ald, Tes, ſore of them ar: almsſt every 
day in my Shop, or e: ſe 1 meet them up and 
down the Streets. 

Vic. And fo you faluce, and paſs by one 
another as freely as if you were of one Reli- 
910n ? 

Ald. Sometimes we ns he ſome ſt:p,and diſ- 
courſe with each other cyncerning Aﬀairs, ei- 
ther abroad, or at hime. 

Fic, Yet you are2 Juſtice of Peace. 

Ald. What then e? May not a juſtice of the 
Peace diſcourſe with any body ? | 

Fic. I do nor preſume co reſtrain your 
diſcourſe; but do nor you remember that 
there wasa Law made, that perions. under 
choſe qualifications, by which you have but 
now deſcri>ed your acquaintance, thould 
not come wichin five M:les of a Town char 
ſends Burgefles ro Parliamenc, upon certain 
Pna! 1 ct Cit PrfIcri ed ? 

Ald. Yes, 1 very well remember the Law, 
Vic.And 
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Vic. And do you nor remember, the Jur 
tices of the Peaceare ro cxecure it ? 

Ald, Yes, that Ido ; What then ? 

Vic. Then our of your own mouth are you 
condemned, and convinced of maniteſt and 
open Perjary, 

Ald. How ? 1 hope you dre not condemn a 
perſon of my Port, and Age, of ſuch a horrid 
and Prodigious (ri YI. Perjary 1 is a name that 
Chriſtianity abhors. 

Vie. If the name ſcem too rigid and ſe- 
vere to your Worthip, Ican uſe the trick of 
the late times,and abate the name, if you will 
but acknowledge the thing. 

Ald. Truly, I muſt be more convinced of the 
truth of the thing firſt ; you miſtake,certainly, 
the nature of Perjury. 

Vic. Do you think that a perſon making 
you a promiſe is nor obliged to a pert6rmance 
of 1t ? 

Ald. Yes, unleſs; I releaſe him, or bu Pro- 
miſe becomes unlawful or impoſſible. 

Vic. Very good, Sir, and will you not tax 
him of unfaichfulneſs, and falſhood, if he 
failes ( as much as in him lics) to a:complith 
It? 

Ald. He muſt needs be a knav? th it failes in 
it, and does not give 4 [asf 'dory reaſon nhy 
he could nat doit. 

K 3 Vie, When 
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Vic. When a Promiſe chen 1s ſealed with 
an Oath, do you not think there is a ſtronger 
Obligation ? 

Ald. I muſt of neceſſity conclude ſo, from | 
mine own acknowledgments, in our former diſ- 
canrſe, 

Vic. And do you not think him guilty of 
Perjury that ſwears falfly ? 

Ald. Yes ſure, when any one affirms a falſ- 

hood pen Oath, or denies what he knows to be | 
true, he muſt needs be a Perjured perſon. | 
| Vic. And how can you poſſibly excuſe your 
X felf inthe preſenc cafe ? 

Ald. 1 did nit in that offirm any thing 
which was falſe, nor yet deny ts WAS 
true. 

Vic. No? Did not you promiſe before 
Almighty God to pur in execution all the 
Laws that belong to you as a Juſtice of the 
Peace ? 

Ald. Yes, that I did; bat what then ? 

Fic. Then it follows from thence that you 
{wore falfly, becauſe you have not fulfilled 
and accompliſhed it. 

Ald. But I thought he ouly had been 
Perjured that, when calldd to give bw 
Teftimony pos Oath, did bear falſe wit- 
neſs. 

; ic, I thought your Werſhip had well 

known 
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known the difference betwixe an Afſercory, 
and a Promiſſory Oacth. 

Ald. I do not know ſo mnch in Divinity, 
but that I can admit a further information, 
and ( 1 hope) without any diſparagement to tbat 
Place and Office in which 1 am, 

Vic. T ſuppoſe that, in this, as well as 
many other queſtions, your Worſhip has 
propoſed, you pretend ignorance and diſla- 
eisfaion, only co try my skill in Definint- 
ons, and Argument. Yer, notwichſtanding, 
leſt our diſceurſe ſhould by any means admit 
of interruptions, I ſhall ſatisfie chis ſcruple, 
by telling you, that che very Phraſes expres 
their own meaning ; and themſelves make 
compleat deſcriptions of what is defigned by 
thoſe terms. 

Ald. Pray diſcover thu in a more particular 
Explanation, 


Vis. An Aſlertory Oath then is, whercin Av: 0: 


a thing is by ſuch a ſolemn confirmacion as an 
Oath affirmed to be : and becauſe falſhood 
may be as well in a Denial of what is, as in 
an Affirmation of what is not; therefore 
chis Oath does alſo include a denial of what 
IS. / 1 
Ald. Bat this Oath will net concern cn pre- 
ſent Caſe. + 
Vie. Therefore I told you there was a 
K 4 Promit- 
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P, -miflory OaÞ, w herein athing 1s promi- 
ſed, and the Oblizarion to its accomplith- 
menc ſealed ty an Oath: As 18 the-Caſe of 
Droid and Jonathan, and berween eAbra- 
hen and Abimelech, 1 Sam. 20. 11, & 21 
Gen. 31.32. | 

Ald. 1 now w'll anderſtand the difference, 
and perceive th.it Perjury does not only relate ty 
our -iffirmations, er Denials of things upon 
Oath; bai alſo to owr Promiſes, that are eſt a- 
blihed with the ſome Sanftion: And ſo far 1 
muſt of neceſſity mike a preparative to the 
acknowledgement of my guilt in nat putting in 
ex*cution theſe L ins againſt perſons of that 
Charat#'r,which mine O.ith,as a Fuſtice,bliges 
me to prrierme For 1 lvve not lf conceited- 
neſs in any b iy. much leſs in my ſlf ; and 
ſhall never ſtep mine #785 apinfſt Argument, 
nor vel reſs/i mine oan convittions ; 1 muſt con- 
feſs, from wha: I reve vead, and heard, | have 
hed (omelim*s war within my ſelf for negle#- 
ing, ſo much, the punilt ing of Offend i againſt 
the Kings Laws and Then meeting with ſome 
of th:ſ*e whow the Penalii's of the Laws did 
aj Ncern i: they would perſwade, and tempt 
me tos th: relaxa'ion of a hat would otherwiſe 
cevlain'y have previk:d me to aftioms; and (0 
achnced price within my ſilf, by telling me, 
$:at to permit thom to live in peace, was thit 
{ atholick 
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Chatholick Charity ſo much commended by per- 
ſons of all perſwaſsons, 

Vie. It 1s an eafte matter to pronounce 
peace, where the God of peace ſpeaks no ſuch 
thingz and to wrap up Toleration, and 
Comprehenſion, in the ſoft Phraſe of Ca- 
tholick Charity : Thus does the Phyſician 


gild thoſe Pills char ſqueamiſh Parents are to 


ſwallow. You fee then, what ſtrange Cures 
Mountebanks in Divinity are able ro accom- 
pliſh, chough,when chey have uſed their ur= 
moſt sk1ll, 'rhey heal the hart of che Daugh- 
ter of Gods people (lighicly ( as the Propher 
ſpeaks.) They skin over the out-fide, and 
only for the preſent dead the pain, when, 
there being within corruption and rotrenneſs, 
the anguiſhreturns,and every touch upon the 
wound 1s ſmart and tender. 

Ald. I muſt confeſs I bave ſom'times found 
it ſo; nay, the very theughts of my horrid 
guilt of Perjury, in theſe wilfu! neglefts we axe 
now [pecking of, has made me, for ſeveral 
times together, been ouilty of an emiſſion 
in relation to the Sacrament of the Lirds Sup- 
per. @ 

Fic. And yet, notwithſtanding, you 
covld content your ſelf wich livirg in che 
euilc of what your own Conſcience,it ſeems, 
frequently accuſed you, and, in your own 

thoughts, 


# 
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choaghts, rendred you unfic to partake of the 
bleſled Supper of our Lord? 

Ald. 1 was loath, methought, tobe guilty 
of adding fin unto ſin, and iniquity to ini- 
qnity. 

Vic. And do you think you had not che 
ſame guilr by forbearing ? | 

Ald. Whatever become of the fin of Perju- 
7), 1 am (are, I did not incor the guilt of recei- 
ving unworthsly. 

Fic. The foundation of your fſatisfaQtion 
in this, Iſappoſe, was, becauſe you did not 
receive at all ? 

Ald. Right. 

Vic. But do you not know, there are (ins 
of Omifſhonzas well as Commiſſion ? 

Ald. What then ? 

Vic. — your Worſhip ( ad- 
mitting your gwlr of ſwearing falfly) in 
omitring the Sacrament, upon this confidera- 
tion, did add this Omifſion to your former 
Commiſſion; and ſc there was {in added unto 
fin, and iniquity to iniquity, both in your 
own Phraſe, and Action. 

Ald. But would you have ny ap- 
proach the Sacred T able, with loud Ac- 
euſations from mine own Conſcience and 
ſuch perturbations in my mind, as the ſenſe 
of ſuch a ſin muſt of neceſſity raiſe ? Thu 


were 
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were to have mine own conſcience witneſs both to 
mine nnworthineſs and guilt. 

Vie. Doyou think chen, that out of kind- 
neſs to your Vice, you may, without guilc, 
abſtain from the Sacrament, which our Savi- 
our has commanded to be celebrated with 
folemnity, nor only to reſtihe and encreaſe 
our Charity, and other Graces; bur alſo for 
the perpetual remembrance of his Death and 
Paſfon and that 'till he comes to fir upon his 
Throne, and paſs an cquitable ſentence upon 
the whole World ? 

Ald. Withent doubt, I muſt not appraach 
thoſe myſteries with ſins upon my Conſcience 
wnrepented of. 

Vic. Nor are you imvited by the Prieſt in 
the words of the Church, unleſs you borch 
repent of your fins, and are in charity 
with the World, and intend to lead a new 
lite. 

Ald. Why then ſtow!d you blame me ? 

Vic. Becauſe theſe qualifications are with- 
in the compaſs of vour own attemprs, aff1- 
ted by the grace of Almighry God, which 
15 never wanting to perſons of a ſincere en- 
deavour. 

Ald. What wou'd yew then adviſe me to, 
that ] may prepare my ſelf aginſt the next 
SASr ament ? 


Vic. Your 
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Vic. Your Worſhip, I preſume, for the 
moſt part,are able co give advice ro me z but 
fince you eive leave, it will be accounted no 
unpardonable boldneſs, I hopec,if I give your 
ſome dire&tions, and it will be no diſparage. 
ment toenrertain them,fince they ſhall be che 
Churches Rules. 

Ald. But let them reach the particular caſe 
in hand, that ſo your reſolution may not be nyore 
tediors than the canting and length of a Fana- 
ticks Prayer. : 

Vic. All my fear has hitherto been, that 
my words have been roo quick and ſhort, It 
you find then char Perjury has been your 
' crying fingler repentance, artcended with faich 

in Chriſt's bloud, waſh away the guile of your 
former falſhood and omiſſions ; be 1n charity 
with their perſons, againſt whom your 
Oach obliges you to execute the Law z and be 
relolved, for che time co come to be more ſe- 
—_—_ frequent in the diſcharge of your 
ury, 

AId.T hes indeed like your ſelf Mr Vicar, 
ſhort, and ſweet. 

Vic, Ic has the greater probability to keep 
your juſtice waking ; and I am ſorry the ad- 
vice is no more lixe your Worſhip, 


Ald. But, all thu while, [ have [ed you in / 
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Vic. Let your face, Sir, chen_ that, pro- 
portionable to your Eſtare, is bright and rich, 
diſpel and fcacter ic with your teams and 
raies; thac ſo I may have a Rubrick to dire 
me. 

Ald. You ar? mrvelow witty, good Mr Vis 
car, thus torefiec! np1n my v1ry face 

Vie, I malt contels your Worth:ps Face 
nceds no refle&tions ; yei tis bur gratitude to 
rerurn thoſe raics thac before were darred up- 
on mine own body, I touched only upon 
your Face, becauſe I would nor makxea bridge 
of your no'e. 

Ald. Ton think now you have hit that 
place, where th:re way be matter enough for 
diſcourſe. 

Fic. Traly, Sir, you led me to ir, and yer 
I muſt veg your pardon, 't I refaſe thus co 
defhile my Language. Thus 'cs alwaies, 
you ſce, when 2all, and paiſion begins to 
ſtir. 

Ald. Really, Sir, I am ſo much ſenſible of 
mine own infirmities, 4s not to be altogether 
averſe to the pardoning yours. 

Vic. chank you hcarily tor your candour 
and ingcnuiry, and thall be more obliged ro 
you for your forbearance, it you pleaſe to 
ancidore your own paſton, the bercer co pre- 
Vent mINe, 

AlJ.1 
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Ald. 1 did not intend any other than a trivi- 
al Feſt ; when I ſeemed to reflet upon the ſt a+ 
ture of your body, 

Fic. nd Iintend none other than carneſt, 
when I refleRt upon the proporcions of your 
mind. 

Ald. But ſtay, Mr. Vicar ; your late di- 
Sconurſe ſuppoſes me guilty of Perjury, and 
fe, I mnſt neeas confeſs, 1 am, as far as the 
caſe has hitherto been ſtated : but are you 
ſure I can plead nothing for my ſelf in bar 
of your gAccuſation,and d:fence of mine Inno- 
Cency ? 

Vic. 1 hall by no mcans accuſc you, leſt 
you brand me with Sachan's Title, and call 
mc the Accuſer of the Brechren : Bur I can- 
nor imagine, how you can excale or acquic 
your (elf trom ſwearing tally, when you 
do nor put in execurion ch2 King's Laws tha 
belong to you as a Juſtice of che Peace. 

Ald. Yes, [ canexhibite London it ſelf, the 
Fetropo!is of the Nation, for an example of 
omiſſions here. 

Vic. London cannor polſibly be looked 
npon as a patcern and exemplar for ſmaller 
Towns; tor bccauſc of che populouſnels,and 
largencis of chac City, ic 15 1mpolfſible che 
Magiſtrates can be able co diſcover thoſe miſ- 
demeanours, and breach of Laws, char are 
cherc 
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there daily ated, and committed. Great 
Cicies will be alwates fall of unclean birds, + 
bur the Cage is ſo big, that che Magiſtrare 
knows not how tocatch them. 

Ald. But do you think that theſe unlawful 
eAſemblies ( as the Statate calls them ) do ne- 
ver make noiſe enough to come to the Juſtice of 
Peace s ears ? 

Vic, I do nor at all queſtion thatz no 
doubt the meetings are rumulcnous cnough, 
nor only to reach che ears of choſe, bur ſome- 
cimes approach (o near chem, as to l:ave the 
guilcar cheir very doors ; ( unlefs chere chey 
have a trick of reſtraining their Families, 
becter than we have in chis Town. ) Bur our 
queſtion now is marrer of right, nor of fat; 
and we are to follow Precepr, bctore Exam- 
ple. What eaſe can ir be co any particular 
mans rcormenc, to have a great many more 
roaring with him? And fince we are enjoy- 
ned1n Sacred Wricto perform unto the Lord 
God our Oarths, it wllnc at all derratt trom 
that juſt miſery I muſt be pofletled of, tor 
che wiltal and conſtanc breach of. mine, 
chough all che World were alſo involved 1n 
the ſame guilr. 

Ald. What You ſy indeed are great truths, 
nor were the Example at all Argumentative, 
unleſs their forbearance of rigour and execution 
did 
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did perſwade us that there was a ſupreme con- 
nivence. 

Vic. Thope Supreme Authority may not 
only haveliberty :o wink, bur ſleep, when 
he. has boch Commiſſioned, and Commanded 
others, and bound chem, with che Oath of 
God upon them, to look to the general per- 
formance of qury, and ro puniſh choſe chat 
play che Truant, and violare Laws in con- 
rempr of Authoriry. Tins does che Shep- 
herd go to ſleep, when ( as he ſuppoſes) he 
has wich ſafecy tolded his thcep : Thus does 
alſo the Suaperiour Commander quiecly take 
his reſt and repole,when he has ſer his guards, 
and appointed co his Army Quarters. The 
Piloc has given torth his Orders, and che 
Ship may be in danger, unlcls che 1nferiour 
Ofhicers, in their ſeveral W arches, ſteer right, 
and keep che Seamen trom mutiny, or diſfor- 
der. Buc you caunor fayrhere 1s fo much as 
a Supreme Connilvence;z tnce che ſame Laws 
are ſtillin torce, and the Royal Proclamari- 
ons have ſuftzencly been founiled through 
the whole Nation, and chc Oacin of a Juſtice 
1s {hill che fame, artended wich che tame force, 
and Oblliga.ion, 

Ald But, notwithſtanding all your reply, 
it's thought, by perſons both of intereſt, and 
parts,that there 15 ſome connzenance given. 


V ic. You 


— 
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Vic. You are cafily made to believe theſe 
things, that perhaps you may be willing 
ſhould be accomplifhed 3 bur can you con- 
jecture, that God Almighty, ' who has de- 
clared co the World, that he will not hold 
him guiltleſs chac taketh his name in vain, 
will be ſatisfied for che breach of your Oath 
with ſach ſlight Arguments, with which 
you ſeemro ſilence che onecries of Conſcience, 
when the Authority of his Law, and honour 
of his moſt glorious name (> deeply challenge 
the vindication of his juſtice ? 

Ald. We know that mercy is an Attribute 
our Maker ſo much plirics in, that meekneſs 
and kindneſs, unto others here, making #4 t's 
partake of the Divine Nature, he ts then moſt 
pleaſed, when this 1s muſt exerciſcd. 

Fic. Thongh Charity is the 2rear virtue of 
the Goſpel,_nor only in unicing the whole 
World under one Religion; bur becauſe it 
is ſo frequently enjoyned us; yer this 15never 
either juſtly limiced, or exerciſed, when it 
thus incerferes with juftice,or a duc diſcharge 
of our Obligarions and cruſt ; tor you are 
not to bear the Sword 11 vain, bur you are 
appoinred, as well for the punithmencr of evil 
decrs, as for tne praife of them thar do well : 
Therefore to panith oftendors, docs wet ac- 
cord with the Law of Charny, 


L all vPT. 


146 A Pytvate Conkerence 


Ald. But Non-conformiſts, for the moſt 
part, will ſcarce acknowledge that they come 
within the compaſs of Offenders, however, are 
very hardly ranked amngſt evil doers, which 
the Sword of T=ſtice does properly reach. 

Vie, ] do not afhrm, that theſe are the 
only Offendors ; nor that all wickednels reſts 
with them : But you ſeem to conjeture,thar 
a mortified face, and a mcager look, or a ſo- 
ber ewang upon a well-ſtrung Nele,is cnough 
to make a Saint in querps. 

Ald. Truly, if once [ ſet aboxt the execu- 
tion of Lews, I ſhall not have reſpeft of 
perſons. 

Vic. In chat, Sir, your Juſtice will beſt 
reſemble him who 1s our moſt perte& Par- 
ecrn, whoſe Equity admits no ſpors ; and 
your reſolution againſt Vice will be the more 
fincere, by how much che more it becomes 
Univerſal : bur never let a demure face, be 
received as a character of an innocent heart, 
Let the Drunkard, and the Swearer in com- 
mon diſcourſe, as well tec] the ftroke of your 
Arm, as the Rebel and che Schilmatick ; for 
your omiſſion will as well be atrended with 
tor{wearing ( it others information, or your 
own fſcnſcs become the accuſer ) when you 
inflict not the Penaltics upon both, or eicher. 
I cannot conjecture Fanaricks to be the only 
Crmimals, 
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Criminals, whom the Laws, you are ſworn 
co execure, reach, no more than thoſe were 
che only ſinners, whoſe bloud Pilate mixed 
with their Sacrifice, or thoſe on whom the 
Tower of Siloetll : Bur yet, I chink, chey 
are as great as any almoſt within the compaſs 
of Chriſtianity, For I cannor but conclude 
Rebellion and Treaſon to be as black crimes 
as Rioring and Luxury, Spiritual Pride, and 
a lofry Saintſhip ro be altogerher as vain, 
and more impious than external Pomp at- 
tended with Superfluicies, and a ſmall Cor- 
rage ſwelled into a Lordſhip, Till you can 
aflure me, thac Uſurpation and Violence, 
Murder and Rapine, Qpprefſion and Rob- 
bery, Perjury and Falſe-witneſs, Lying and 
Slander can be adnitred into che Chain of 
Piety, and become the Advancers of trae 
Religion z that a ſupercilions morofity, and 
defe& of Urbaniry are good Morals; and 
contracted, narrow, and baſe ſouls, wat al- 
waics plead the Jewith Corban, whoſe Ava- 
rice 1s as inſatiable as the =_ and cheir Luſt 
as incurable as che barren wombe, *rall rhetc 
I ay become the only veticts of NoNour, NO- 
ble, and Capaci as tor the Maſter's ute 3 ant} 
the Second Table of the Mo ral Law becomes 
either loſt, or its Obligarion cancelled, } 
ſhall never account thole perfons, 1 > load] aly 
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clamoured for by mad men and women, to 
be pious, or good : So little Juſtice have they 
for their ſeparation, becauſe they account 
themſelves more righteous than their neigh- 
bours. Burt becauſe it is not my preſent bu- 
fineſs ( asathing which I alwaies abhor ) 
to lay more burden of fin upon their 
backs, who are already, prefled as a 
Cart with Sheaves; ( and an excellent fmi- 
litade indeed 1s this, where both the bur- 
den and the ſenſe is equal. ) I deem my diſ- 
. courſe chen only congruous with my preſent 
defign, when it cends to perſwade you, cou - 
rageouſly, and univerſally, to execute the 
Laws againſt all Ofcndors ; that not only 
Peace may be kept in the Streets, but preſer- 
ved alſo in peoples Conſciences, Though ( as 
I plainly diſcern ) you cannot but conclude 
che Fanaticks preſent inſolency and rudeneſs, 
and apparent merhod to a future rebellion, 
cannot bur a little enflame may Zeal ; and, I 
hope our Adverſarics will not diſlike that 
in me,which they ſo much applaud in them- 
ſelves. 

All, Really I have been many times not 
6n/y up'n your diſcourſes, lat being legg'd and 
entreatcd, ly May perſons, both of worth and 
qrrality ( whawill agree with you both in fears 
and motiver, and who hav? alſs in the late 
times, 


: 
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tim, more than ordinarily, for their Loyalty 
and Religion, felt the weight of uſurping fin- 
gers) inclined to execute the Laws againſt 
thoſe perſens, that, regardleſs of the Law, ds 
not only abſtain from a juſt ſubmiſſion to the 
Commands of Anuthority, but alſo, in theiy 
Conventions and Meetings, exerciſe a quite 
contrary power 5 and, as thoſe Gentlemen would 
ſnggeſt, prepare their Auditors, and number 
their flrength, that they may be fit for an- 
other encomnter. «And then, conſulting with 
mine own thoughts, 1 conſidered, that they 
pleaded Conſcience for their eAftions, which 
being tender,] cannot, methinks, endure to touch 
it, and,bring a little God in the ſoul, I am loath 
to offer any violence to it, 

Fic. T ſhould not at all blame your ten- 
derneſs, did not their numerous aflemblics 
daily alarm you, their Spight and Malice 
continually caution thoſe amongſt whom 
they live, and the Obligation of your Oach 
endanger the erernal ruine of your foul. 
And yon know death haſtens towards 
you, and will be a bold intruder at a rich 
Aldermans Gate, as well as a poor Vicars 
Wicket. 

Ald. 'T# true indeed, we are all moria” ;; 
and I ſhould be extreme loath to a-part this 
World, with ſo great a fin,as Perjary, upon my 

Ly Conſci- 
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Conſcience unrepented of, which ( 4s yo well 
informed us the laſt Sunday ) includes a new 
frate of life, and muſt as nell conſiſt, in a fu- 
ture amendment, 4s in a cordial ſorrow for what 
&% paſt. - 

Vic. Say not, Sir, you would be ſorry on- 
ly to be arrcſted by death with ſogreat a debt 
co God as Perjury docscontract ; but rather 
reſolve upon a ſudden alceration, both. of 
your mind, and practice. For be aſſured, if 
you ſhould chance to die with ſuch a ſeared 
Conſcience, that, alchough pricked, will not 
bleed, you will part with your beloved Cor- 
poration here, only to be poſleſſed of the 
Torments of Hell, and Companions of De- 
vils: And I were better dcal fo plainly with 
you ( though it maay ſeem ſtrange when 
compared with that womed Complement 
which my dependent maintenance tempred 
me to ) than to build yeu a Funeral Pile, 
perfam'd with rich Odours and Spices, in 
which, not only your aged body, but, your 
. very ſoul too, ſhall burn. 

Ald. I have heard Fanaticks ſowttimes 
ſtyled fire and brimſFone men; bat, I think, 
your Zeal u mure hot than theirs, that us able to 
kindle ſuch flames. You ſtrangely ſtartle me 
with your expreſſions. 

Vic. 'Tisbcrter,Sirto ſtart a little in your 
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ſleep, which perhaps may awaken yon,than, 
when your houſe is on fire, tolieſecure, *rill 
the devouring flames approach, and conſume 
vou., Better have ſome tafte of Hell in your 
Conſcience here, and to poſſeſs burnings in 
your apprehenſion, which may caution you 
to beware, than to inhabit the Regions of De- 
vils, and to dwell inthe midfſt of an eternal 
fire, when time, and you ſhall be, together, 
ſwallowed in a bottomleſs Abyls. 

Ald. They pretend, with ſuch confidence, to 
be God's People, that T ama afraid I ſhould be 4 
perſecntor of the Church of God, if I ſhould 
inflit the Law upon them. 

Vic. And are we, Sir, after all our pretcn- 
ſions of repentance for the Covenant ( that 
Pandora's Box,that filled the Nation with all 
the evils and miſeries of a cruel and diftra- 
Qing Fare ) after all our relentings for for- 
mer Perjuriesz after all our trials of che 
ruinons Conſequences of their deſtructive 
Principles; after che taſte of all their poy- 
ſongthough wrapped up in gilded Pills; afcer 
the view of ſeveral Murders, both of Prince, 
Prelate, and People of all ranks and conditi- 
ons; after the view of a bloady War, raiſed 
by theſe holy men, chat ſparcd neither Age 
nor Sex ; I ſay, upon the view of all, muſt 
we now diſpute whether Impiery be 
L 4 Religion, 


152 A Private Chnference 


Religion, wherher, Faction be Faith, or Re- 
bellion and Turmlt part of the Command- 
=_— Surely, Sir, you have forgot your 
clf. 

Ald. 1 muſt confeſs, the preſent convulſe- 
ons in my S$0ul, by reafon of thoſe fears you 
h vt raiſed in me, may cauſe alſo a weakneſt in 
7y memory : I begin to remember, that the 
perſons whom we «re diſcourſing of, have been 
evidenc:d, beth by their Oaths, and Attions, to 
be, indeed, of a different Charafter from the 
Church of God . and therefore, in relation to 
that, I need not fear the infliftions of the Law 
to be a perſecution of the Church : But they 
have another Plea that / onget ines fartle; we, 
that they aft according to their Conſciences ; 
therefore to endeavonr to reſtrain their Wor 
(hip, will altempt the making them to fin againſt 
Conſcience. 

ic. Tdare venture a quarter of my Vi- 
caridge, that thoſe perſons, who make this 
Plea, do ſcarce underſtand what Conſcience 
is: And 1 oclieve, I can, from Scripture, as 
well as reaſon, prove. thac the Obje&ors have 
no Conſcience at all. 

Alt. That indeed being proved, as well as 
boldly affirmed, would be a great motive to per- 
ſwade, and encourage me, in my Place and 
Office, to attempt, what (I hope from a 
plorts 
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plows deſign) you thus endeavonr to argue me 
f0. 

Vic. Pray, Sir, will you be pleaſed co in- 
form me firſt, what Notion you have been 
induced to entertain concerning Conſci- 
Ence. 

Ald, 1 ſuppoſe, Conſcience then as ,vhen, 
refleing apen mine own Aftions, or Opinions, 
I either accuſe, or excuſe my ſelf, 

Vie. I do not enquire after the aRioRis of 
Conſcience, but would fain arrive at a deſcri- 
ption of rt. 

Ald. 1 ſhowld think it then to be a judg- 
ment of a man upon himſelf. 

Vic. And do you conjeRure a man's Con- 
ſcience, thus deſcribed, ro be appointed for 
the rule and guideof Action ? 

Ald. know there may be a falſe, and errone- 
or Conſcience, as well as ſuch as ts true and 
good : and no man # obliged either to believe or 
att erronr. 

Vic, Then Conſcience ( according to your 
definition ) cannor prove an cxa&t Rule z and 
conſequently cannot be a ſufhcient Plea for 
Action. Indeed, according to this, the moſt 
impious Blaſphemer, and uncontroulable 
Sinner might make an excuſe for all his Vices, 
by affirming his Conſcience led him to it ; 
nor could we well blame the Turk for his 
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daily Wer{hip to his affefted Mahomet, nor 
the Pagan for his Veneration of Tdolls: Nay; 
the very Jews. would have an incomparable 
excuſe for their bloudy butchery of our Lord 
and Saviour ; fince St. Peter aſſures us, they 
did it through ignorance, nay, the very Ru- 
lers too 3 and they theretore Erucified him, 
becauſerhey deemed him an TImpoftor. For, 
certainly, according to this falſe, thongh 
common, notion of Conſcience, there js no 
action, though never fo impious, er inhu- 
mane, but may receive its Sanion, and be 
juſtified by this Vulgar Law; if ſuch a 
Conſcience, that conſiſts only in the Judg- 
ments, Apprehenſions, Phancies, Opinions, 
nay, Thoughts of men, may be nor only the 
DireRor, but Legiſlator. And if you think 
my expreſſions do not fully reach what is 
your import and intent, when any one ex- 
cuſes and juſtifies his ations becauſe his Con- 
ſcience informs him of chejr Equity and 
Goodneſs z Ir will be, but juſtice ro your 
ſelf, as well as kindneſs to me, to enquire 
triAly into your own Notion, and inform 
your Underſtanding, what you mean, when 
you ſay your Conſcience fatisfies you in ſuch 
or ſuch a thing 3 and yon will find, *cis no 
more than your preſent Opinion, and 
thoughts of what is the immediate ſubjeRt 
of 
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of your apprehenſion : And if this were to be 
either gnide, or excuſe, then St. Paxl,bcfore 
his converſion to Chriſtianiry, mighr have 
fatisfied, and excuſed himlelt for all his vio- 
lence againſt the Chriftiansz when he nor 
ouly impriſoned this Sacred Oft-ſpring, bur 
gave his voice againſt them when they were 
condemned, compel!-:igrhem to blaſpheme z 
Murder and Cruelty mighr then have been 
eſtabliſhed by a Law, and it nccd notae all 
been a trouble and affliction to this bleſſed 
Apoſtle, that he wasexceeding mad againſt 
the Chriſtians z for he had the Teſtimony of 
a Fanatick Conſcience, in that he verily 
thought with himſelf, that he ought to do 
theſe things contrary to the name of Jeſus of 
Nazareth, Acts 26.9. 

Ald. Fell, Sir, it s a matter, I ſee, of ng 
great difſica/ty, for you to argue againſt my de- 
finitions ; but if this pleaſe you not, 1 hope you 
will exhibite a better. ; 

Vic. T ſhould be loath fo to deſcribe 
Conſcience ( that ſacred thing, which is to 
be kept inviolable, and indeed to be the 
rule of all our Actions) in words that 
make it to give countenance to the greateſt 
impieries. 

Ald. 1f there be any defelt, or fault in mie, 
it may well be excaſed ; ſince Conſcience, too 
farictly 
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feriftly defined, ts neither a part of my trade, ox 
advantage, 

Vic. Agood Conſcience, Sir,will be a ſufh- 
cient advantage toany man, and it ought to 
be every mans trade to know it. 

Ald. 1t #s your Calling then, Mr. Vicar, 
#0 inform m4; andif I have nit rightly ffated 
Conſcience, do you refige it, by your own de- 
[cription. 

Vic. Thar, Sir, I ſhall chearfully under- 
take, not only for that it is made an excuſe 
for ation, but the moſt part of thoſe that 
refiſt Authoricy, and defie whatever almoſt 
15orderly, or ſacred, are deemed by you fo 
conſciencious, that you dare not execute the 
Laws upon them, for fear you ſhould offer 
violence to Conſcience, Bur you are fatisft- * 
ed ( I hope ) that they are perſons dangerous 
to the State, and that cheir pretenfions are not 
conformable to their a&ions, nor either ſata- 
ble to the Word of God. 

Ald That I hd ſufficient conviflion of, 
when [ read thoſe books you lately lent me, to 
wit, T he Friendly Debate betwixt the Confor- 
miſt and Non-conformift, together with the 
continuation of it. But I hear, Mr. Vicar, 
there i a not«b!g anſwer to thoſe two Debates 
you ſo magnifie. 

Vic, 1 muſt confeſs your Worſhip is nor 
4 at 
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at all deceived in your intelligence; only, 
apon peruſal, I find ic neither an anſwer, nor 
notable. 

Ald. Methinke, Sir, you ſeeme a little too 
cenſoriom, if net crael, thus to [{ifle an in- 
fant in the birth, before it has been fully exya+ 
ſed to the World 5; and in two words to refmie @ 
V olumn. 

Vic. Really, Sir,it were no difficule adven- 
rure to ſtorm all thoſe wooden Forts which 
char Scoical Author has builc in his diſcourſe; 
thongh he had an whole Foreſt ac his di 
ſpoſe, out of which he might ſele& hisTim- 
ber : Only I perceive che firmeſt trecs were 
either roo call for him to lay his Axe ro the 
root of, or elſe ſo well fenced with ſharp 
briars and thorns, that at firſt conch they 

ricked his fingers, and frighted him trom a 
farther accels, 

Ald. 1 do not think, any perſons of their 
circumsſt ances can fe.r thorns, and they that 
have vanquiſhed S925 of Anak, will not fear 
the trees of the Foreſt. 

Vic. Yes, Sir, fince Hugh. Peters's Sermon 
about Bramble Government, they are afraid 
to carry a buſh ar their backs, whileſt chey 
are in their Wilderaeſs condition, for fear the 
bigger Trees of the Woods ſhould, inſtcad of 
bowing in a Ccmplement co the Bramble, fall 
down 
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down upon chew heads, and voluntarily 
build a Funeral Pile, where they themſelves 
wonlg prove the Sacrifice. 

Ald. 7 thought they had Ivoed to have been 
among ft the Briars ; athornin the fleſh, how- 
ever, may dg them no great hurt. 

Fic. Verily, Sir, uot a few of theyy arc,by 
moſt perſons that arc intelligent, ranked 
now amongſt che wild beaſts of the Foreſt, 
and cherefore they may delight in che Briars ; 
but thoſe Debaces have ſuch overgrown 

rickles, that they are roo tharp for their 
heads to encounter, or their tecth to bite off: 
though we know they have a long time had 
the Wheiſtone, and therefore may cake the 
advantage to ſharpen chem, 

Ald. But pray, Mr. Vicar, what are your 
conjetures of that anſwer ſo generally cried up 
amongſt them ? 

Vic. Then indeed ( as you ſaid bur now ) 
a thorn in the fleſh would do chem no harm, 
if they themſclves ſwell wich char Tympany, 
which the Author of che Reply wiſely ar- 
cemprs co cure in the Debates. Truth 1s,choſe 
Debates ſeem co be wricten becauſe our Ad- 
verſaries werelo puflicd, bur fince the impreſ(- 
fGiow of their anſwer chey appear quirce blown 
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Ald. Bri let me a little entreat your thoughts 
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of that anſwer, which 1 doubt not but I ſhalt 
meet with. 

Vic. Now your Worſhip bas read the 
Debates, I ſhall not at all ſcruple co lend yoy 
the Anſwer ; having taken the Antidore,you 
need not fear infe&ion z eſpecially, becauſe 
we may well expe&t, that ſo eminear a Phy- 
fician, as the Debates Author is ſuppoſed ro 
co be, will expel che raging of char diſtemper 
that in the Reply attempts torecurn upon his 
Patients. 

Ald. 1s the Arnthor of the Debates then 
fully known ? 

Vic. Yes, Sir, to thoſe perſons that alwaies 
pretended to the knowledge of hearts, and 
perpetually practiſed borh che diſcovery and 
revelacion ot ſecrets. 

Ald. Pray, Mr. Vicar, what = hu 
name ? 

Vic, You may, if you pleaſe, examine 
me as a Magiſtrate 3 but pray, Sir, le every 
one abide in his own Calling, and do nor 
begin to ask me my Catechiſm, fince the 
ſober Replier (drunk with nothing bur his 
own paſſion ) conjeQuresthe learned Compi- 
ler of the Debates nor able to anſwer ro what's 
your name : Bur yea he does betore divine 
(and thinks himſelt nor beſides his Calling) 
chathe js able co deſcribe, chough not name, 
him. Ald. Pray 
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Ald. Pray, what dees ke ſuppoſe him ts 
be ? 

Vic. Truly, no leſs than an Irith Saint, 
alchough ar preſent an Englith Pilgrim ; and 
yet, for all, becauſe of the grear aftection our 
ſober Reſpondent (ll retains for Leeks and 
Onions, the Gods of egypt, (becauſe the 
formerly ſeaſoned their broath, with which 
they baniſhed che mode of that which he, 
almoſt at the end of his diſconrſe, calls Por- 
ridge ) St. Taffee becomes the berter Saint : 
And were it not for fear an Iriſh Footman 
might be apr to encounter a Shentleman of 
Wales concerning the Superiority of their 
Guardian, I would advencure more than a 
few Leeks, and a picce of roſted Cheeſe, 
that the Iriſh name will prove, ar long run- 
ning, to great a word for {uch a ſober anſwe- 
rer ro pronounce in a breath, 

Ald. But »hy do you thus wave refleftions 
pm the book ? 

Vic.Noronly that I may fatisfic the peace- 
able deſire of the ſober Reſpondent, bur be- 
canſe I would not, by a Private Conference, 
anticipate the Reply of our learned Oppo- 
nent, who, being a Laticude man, as his 
Antagoniſt hines, 1s beſt able to incloſe com- 

rehenfion. Though I cannot but, under 
the Roſe, inform you, chat che Dialogue has 
mer 
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met with ſome prickles, and the ſober An- 
{wer does now and then rage with madnels : 
But whoever was the Authot of this Reply, 
he ſeems to be a berter Texruaty than Inter= 
preter, though he has gor the Aſſemblies 
Annotations by heart: and has their ſenſe 
upon all occafions as exactly, as if he had ac 
firſt influenced chem: And to me ſeems a 
Iiccle unjuſt in that he is angry with all Gloſ- 
ſes chat do nt come from Geneva or Weſt - 
minſter, names only ſom? few Aurhors, and 
for reaſons refers you to the ſale of his Books. 
But when he has, with much ſtady, and 
great pains, eſpied a figure in the Friendly 
Debates, how does he demonſtrate it 3n 
words at length,that reach chrough his whole 
Book; and declaims againſt ſuch partia- 
lity and colluſion,chat reckons not their party 
as numerous as themſelves bac encounters a 
partinſtead of chit whole? 

Ald. Pry, what t that figure ? 

Vic. Why | That which one of their ex- 
perimental Preachers, formerly no{inga hard 
word called Sy—ncge—docth,bar fince has 
learned Synecdoche, 

Ald. Pray, Mr. Vicar, whas Figure us 
that ? 

V.c. Never a onc that vou learned in 
Arithmenck ; bur che Fiznre by which che 
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Nation was undone, and the Kings head 


brought to the block 3 when a part was put 
for the whole in Petitions, 

Ald. We never uſe ſuch figures. 

Vic. T know you never doin the Commo- 
dities you buy, bur ſometimes you may, by a 
miſtake, in ſelling. 

Ald. Tow ſeems to have ſuch preat thill in 
buying and ſelling, that a ſtranger will take you 
for a petty Chapman. 

Vic. tiowever,Sir, an Engliſh Pedlar may 
quickly prove as good a man as a Scotch Mer- 
nant z and I fee no reaſon why a broken 
Vicar may nor ſer np for a whole-ſale 
Shopman, as well as ſo many broken Shop- 
Keepers commenced, inthe late times, whole- 
ſale Vicars, 

Ald, But pray, Mr. Vicar, let us retire 4 
little from the Shop to the Connting-honſe, and 
tell me what zs that total ſum that the Anſwer 
to the Debates makes the figure, you were Jpeak- 
ing of, amount to ? 

Vic. Upon peruſal, Sir, and caſting up his 
Acconnts, you will eafily perceive that 
the ſober Anſwer charges the Debate not 
only with what is difingenuons, but un- 

juſt, in laying that ſum upon the whole par 
ry, which, he faies, 1s but the debt of a 
Part, 
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Ald. And I do net ſee, how the Debate can 


| acqait it ſelf. 


Vic. T cannot tell what irs Author will 
reply, bur, if he were no wiſcr than your 
Vicar, I ſhould tell him thar a few exceprt- 
ons will not vacart a general Rule z and cruly, 
if this proves a fault, the Anſwer will be no- 
toriouſly guilty, who in the acquitcing of 
N.c.has juſtified a part inſtead of che whole, 
and thatpalpably throughout his whole book; 
and jn many places if he can bur acquit him- 
ſelf ( as if he were the firſt Adam, and Pa- 
rent of them all, and all in him were co re- 
ceive their Senrence)he thinks the whole may 
preſently plead nor guilty. 

Ald. 7raly, that ſeems to be a peice of an 
overſight for him, that undertakes to re- 
prove another, to become guilty of the ſame 
Crime. 

Vic. Nay, Sir, had he been but once guil- 
ty, he might have been acquired upon pay- 
menr of his fees; bar we find him again 
accuſing the Debace tor raking Weapons at 
che wrong end, and all things by the wrong 
handles. 

Ald. «And muſt not that be accounted 4 
fault e? 

Vic Troth, Sir, cis pity the Anthor of 
cheſe Friendly Dubaces hal nor learned of 
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his Adverſaries to handle his Arms ; for ex- 
perience has taught them kill - and had he 
been but half ſo well praiſed in two hand- 
ed Pors, as the ſober Anſwer would give the 
World to underſtand that we Country Vi- 
cars ate, where he ſuppoſes us to be 1gnorant 
Sots,and idle Drones, he would have been bet- 
rersk11l'd in the handling both of Owls and 
Noggins, Burt that which I would defire 
your poou Worthip to norte, is, that this An- 
{werer is guilty of che ſame faulc ( unleſs 
whar is a fault in another, may become only 
a failing inhum ) in taking che Debace by the 
wrongend z witneſs thoſe great pains he has 
raxen, n turning his Concordance, that he 
might efteftaally prove what the Debate 
does nor, and perhaps the Author will nor, 
deny, about the Holy Spirits affiſtance in 
Prayer, Chriſtian Exvcricnces, Pions Di- 
{courſes, &c. the abulcs whereot are attem- 
pred co bere&tified, not the uſe totally with- 
drawn, the excrefcencies and abſurdiries only 
praned, bur the Trees not digged up by rhe 
Roots: which che Anſwerer has every where 
miſtaxen, ( through 1gnorance ( perhaps ) 
cannot be ſuppoſed ) as1f the Author of rhe 
Debares dented the exiſtence or uſetulneſs of 
the chings3 wiuch even we poor Country 
Sorts ( how 12norane and droniih the 
Anſwerers 
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Anſwerer's chanity,and precended moderar:- 
on has publiſhed us to che World ) cannot 
only admit, bur daily pra*tifle. Ana wien 
he attempts the vindication of the to'1r great 
Letters of his Brechrens Names, he ules che 
ſame act of fallacy as young Sophiſters do 
with a Text of Ariſtotle, when rhey would 
force him to ſpeak his Adverſaries Language, 
or reconcile him to the Do&trines of thar 
Philoſophy he endeavours to refute z they 
unite all by a diſtinion or a Figure, when 
that aged Philoſopher defigned a quite con- 
trary meaning. Thus, like an Pow mas does 
he firſt fix his own mark, and chen ſhoot his 
Darts at it: and yet, notwithſtanding Iis 
enlarging it at pleaſure, I find he has nor 
alwaics hit the White ; or if he did, it was 
ſo weakly, that che Dart made no 1mprefſionz 
from whence I conclude, that though the Ar- 
row may be-well bearded, yer it wants a 
{harpe head. 

Ald. But I have heard, Sir, tht a beard 
does not alwaies make a Philoſuypher. 

Vic. No, Sir, it it did, your Worlhip 
would have a large ſhare, and incorporate 
Towns would prove Univerfities: Yer, for 
your comfort, when you ſhall read chart part 
of the ſober Anſwer which concerns the high 
and mighty Letters, you will find the 
? Dcbarer 
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Debater ſo cloſs ſhaved, that the bigneſs of 
his Adverſaries beards may appear, as if {6 
be Adonirams whole Tribe were concerned ; 
and hair were of more value than brains ; 
and a long beard were, like an Hedghogs 
briſtles, the beſt Weapons to defend them : 
A man would think fs Arguments were to 
be encountred, and reaſons compared in an 
anſwcr to a Book,not beards meaſured ; ſtop- 
ping mens mouths with numbers of years : 
eſpecially when 666 is not 1n controverſie, 


nor did any one ſay that thoſe great Lecters | 


were the name of the Beaſt, 

Ald. Tow ſeem, Mr. Vicar, to flight this 
Anſwer very much. 

Vic. 1 am afraid, Sir, I honour it more 
than it really deſerves, in mentioning of ir 
to a Perſon of your Worth and Grandeur ; 
or reflecting upon it in our private diſcourſe : 
For its Avathor has great reaſon to fear that 


no body will trouble themſelves for a pub- | 


lick Reply, left chey ſhould only vencilace 
the Air, and encounter ſhadows; or go 
Into their Studies only chat they may catch 
flics. For alas ! che Debates are ſuch ſtrange 
Forts, that they can neither beſtormed, nor 
undetmined, though wecannor ſay but that 
they are good at bothz yer brazen-faces muſt 
te the only Canon that can poſlibly 
diſcharge 
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diſcharge with ſucceſs againſt them, in a de- 
nial of plain matter of fat; and the An- 
ſwerer himſelf has no way to decline it, but 
by the ſame Synecdoche, which is the Accu- 
ſation of his Adverſary. The greateſt ri- 
umph that the-Anſwer moſt boaſts in ; and 
the principal Trophee chat adorns the di- 
ſcourſe, is, where the Debarer is ſuppoſed co 
come too near to the ſacred Confines of In- 
demnity z and the Author would fain 
have the A& of Oblivion to daſh our the 
memories of Mankind. 'Tis very like, 
though the Tragical Hiſtory of former Acti- 
ons would not have been baniſhed the 
World (too much ſpread to be now recalled) 
yet had nor the later ations of the perſons 
whom MN. C. does include, too much evi- 
denced to Loyal SubjeRs, that former Me- 
thods were {till remembred, and endeavou- 
red again to be rendered praQticable z their 
crimes might have been forgotten with che 
puniſhment, and an innocent obedience 
would have drawn a white Curtain over the 
redddt Characters of their Faulrs: Bur 
when we ſee Tumults and Schiſm ſtill propa- 
gated to Poſterity, why muſt not the Chil- 
dren bear the puniſhment of their Fathers, 
when they rea& their Parents fins? And 
when they are travelling in che ſame way in 
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which their Anceſtors rode Poſt, why muſt 
It be a violation of Charity ro conjecture 
theyare attempting the ſame journey ? *Tis 
true, indeed, their pretenſes are, like the 
Title to the Anſwer torhe Two Debates, ſo- 
ber and peaceable ; bur their A&ions are, 
like the Book ir (elf, full of bicing and de- 
vouring : and you know who betrayed his 
Maſter wich a Kiſs; and who ir was that 
complained of his Enemy, that the words of 
his mouth were ſweeter than Butter, bur 
War was in his heart 3 his words were ſofter 
than Oyl, yer were they drawn Swords. I 
cannot Conjecture what this ſober anſwer 
was wrote for, unleſs it were to juſtiac har 
Expreſſion which the Contormiſt, in the De- 
bate, draws from his Adverſarics Conte- 
rence ; that as there is a ſanaihed wir, 
ſo there is alſo a ſan6tified ſcurrihity , 
and chat Scripture Phraſes arc ſafc{t co expreſs 
Satyys and Sarcaſmes. When your Wor- 
ſhip ſhall view the Book ic ſelf, you nced 
hardly par on your Spectacles, ro fee the 
ſame drolling and jerking char you feel in 
ſomeother diſcourſes; and what was written 
1n ſmaller Characters in the rwo Debates, in 
the Anſwer you ſhall meer withal inthe 
Text, Whoever were the' Author of this 
Reply, IT find that ( in their own Phraie ) 
he has the Spurir of Government upon _—_ 
an 
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and could not beleſs (ſurely) than the Head 
of a Houſe, when the Author of the De- 
bates was a poor Scholar, he makes him ſuch 
an inconſ{iderable freſhman z and yet ſuppoſes 
B.D. to be his Title: which is more, I doubt 
( excepting a lictle Commencement by grace) 
than ever the Anſwerer could preſume faurly 
ro amount to: and 'ris not the opinion of a 
few, that a Batchelour of Divinity,that does 
his exerciſe, 1s a betrer man than a Cloke- 
bag Doctor ; whoſe Learning, ſometimes, 
that enticles him to his Degree, 1s ſealed up 
in his Mans Portmantle, Bc let the De- 
bacer be as poor a freſhman as his Antagoniſt 
can either find, or make him; I am ſure he 
has more falc in his Potrage, than 1s to be mer 
within that pitiful punn, in pag. 265. of his 
Adverſary 3 where from W, B's Meſs of Por- 
cage he infers, that he has not only Js in re, 
bur Jus ad rem ; an unlawtal quibble, and 
illegitimate off-ſpring ( even according to the 
Maſters of Wit ) becauſe rwo Languages, 
ſtrangers ro each other, are coupled cogerher, 
co accompliſh irs generation, As for that 
pride and paſſion char he 1s willing to caſt 
upon che Author of the Devares, his own 
Pen was ſo charged with it, that his Book hag 
thor it tack upon himſelt 5 where, as it he 
had been at Greſkam Colledge, and looked 

through 
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through the new Invention ( that ſo much 
magnifies that ingenious Society ) upon both 
his own, and his Parties, worthy he has 
raiſed Mole-hills ro ſufficient Mountains, 
2nd ſtretched himſelf ro a proportionable 
length, magnifying their heads to the big- 
neſs of Giants, when cheir brains will hardly 
give your poor Vicar ſo good a meal as choſe 
of a thin waſted Tythe-Pig. Yona may, 
perhaps Sir, have heard from a perſon that 
was lately in your company, thatit was (nor 
long ago ) ſpoken of ſome perſons in the 
World that they magnified only calices, pu- 
lices, & ſeipſos ; he might have applied it 
ro the very Anſwer that I here privartely re- 
fle& upon: For verely I never be any per- 
fon, of his Adverſarics Circumſtances,hand- 
led with more diſtance and lofcineſs (though 
ſtill declaiming againſt Pride ; ) but I ſee 
their old Maxime 1s propagated, of hating 
the name, and doing the thing. Thus do 
wehecar, ſometimes, a perſon, heated with 
Paſſion or Drink, ſwear by the Higheſt, that 
Swearing and Drunkenneſs will undo the 
Nation. But the only thing I am troubled 
at is, to find a man of ſuch moderation 
( which, TI know nor whether in obedience 
roan Apoſtle, he is willing to make known 
umoall men ) in the Head of a whole Party 

as 
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25 diſtant from his Principles as his ſeeming 
readineſs for a compliance. Becauſe there 
are ſome ejeted Miniſters ( chat haye deſer- 
ted the old Cauſe and Principle ) in, or 
about, Londen, that are both peaceable and 
learned, that boldly harpe upon gracious 
Connivences 3 does it thence follow, char all 
are to be complied with, that cannot be ſhel- 
ered by that CharaQer? *Tis like che beſt 
of them are picked out to be a guard to chat 
great City, where the Anſwer pretends ( in 
all its canting and whining complaints ) to be 
both their Magazine and Exchequer. Bur 
{ure I am, that your Worſhip ; ne r00 
well, chat there is ſeldom Learning, and 
more rarely-Peace and Modeſty found among 
thoſe Catrel we have to deal with in the 
Country : The Heads of Factions being, for 
che moſt part, proud, chough illiterate z 
ſtubborn, and diſturbing, though neicher 
poflefſed of gifts, or graces; no, not ſo much 
as1n thoſe orders which the ſober Anſwerer's 
Judgment has allowed (though we know 
not what intereſt and rendring a Party nu- 
merous may make practicable.) However 
here, your Worſhip knows, that men are 
advanced from Journey-men only ro Shoo- 
makers, or Tailors, to be Maſters of Aflem- 
blies ; take Degrees without an Univerſity, 


and 


172 A Paivate Conference 


and Commence Miniſt:rs, without ſo much 
as the approbztion of one Lay Elder, or the 
leaſt Limbe of the next Claſh : Nay, the 
very Coblers themſelves preſume to go be- 

ond their Laſts. Let nor that ſober An- 
werer then ever deceive your Worſhip with 
aSynecdoche, and caſt a Figure that he may 
get us within its Circumference; for then he 
will eafily comprehend and catch us. But 
I had almoſt forgotten one ching, that, being 
ſpread. over the whole book, cannot bur 
oftegd your noſtrils ; and that 1s a Box of 
Oynement, with a dead Fly init 5 which he 
having, by conjecture, daubed the rwo De- 
bates with , preſently cries out, the Books 
ſtink ; but, upon peruſal of the whole An- 
fwer, I perceive the Author has had alſo a 
lick himſelf, which made his breach, through- 
ant his Book, co ſmcllof it. He accuſes the 
Debater for that he has intermixed a lirtle 
folly, in commendation of himſelf, when 
he was before a man of great reputation both 
for wiſdom and honour. Though I think 
this was ſucking poyſon out of Flowers; yet 
do I nor perceive, by the Flies buzzing about 
mine cars, whileſt I have che ſober Anſwer 
before me, thar its leaves thine with the ſame 
Oyntment : Do I not ſee both the Author 
and che Party varniſhed chere, both with 
Learning 
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Learning and Piery > Do we nor hear how 
patient they are in the midſt of ({uftcrines ; 
how chaſte chey are, now they are marricd, 
in oppoſition unto Barchellors who have no 
Wives; how contented they are with neve 
a Living, whcn their own folly and ſquea- 
mifhneſs chrew them out, &c ? I chonghr 
once, by his fimilicudes, that he had been a 
Phyfician 3 bur by his Oyntment I perceive 
he would be a Chyrurgeon. Sir, had this 
perſon ( whoever he be ) modeſtly reproved 
the miſundcrſtood faults of thoſe Debates, 
and not been infeRted with his own reproof, 
you and I, chat before honoured his perſon, 
with ſuch reſpect as he pays to the Author of 
the Debates mighc ( cur of love co his Ver- 
tunes ) have covered his failings 5 but fince 
his own application may be applied co him- 
ſelf, 7 »rpe eſt dofturi, &'c. I cannot be plea- 
ſed with thoſe Vices in another, which, Iam 
convinced, I onghr ro mortifie in my ſelf. 
Dialogues muſt have ſome Complements, 
though the ſame perlon 1s Amannzyuſis to 
both 3 becaiiſe they repreſent perſons of di- 
vers circumſtances and humours : Bur tor a 
man to boaſt of himſelt iz a continued Ora- 
tion ( as the Anſwerer docs ) would make 
even an old man bla(h, and Herod himſelf 
to become lonſfie and (ſhrug. The other pare 
OL 
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of this learned book ( coſting him, as he ſais, 
fix weeks in writing» if he has nor miſtiken 
weeks for dates ) bathes all its leaves 1n tears, 
in which perhaps there may be ſome falc, 
{ however they were alwaies their beſt ora- 
rory ) enough at leaſt co ſeaſon our Charity 
to thoſe that are moderate and peaceable, ſo 
far as Law and Oarhs permit : And I would 
willinelv, out of my poor Vicaridge, ( if any 
ſuch bc in a worſe condition than my elf ) 
relieve what by reaſon of either cheir Opi- 
nion or practice may not be altered ; and 
with them both Conformity and Livings : 

And yet the Church ( notwirhſtanding all 
their large Stories and elcvated choughts of 
their ownabllities, could rhey be otherwiſe 
obliged to peace ) is able to inſtruct her own 
Children, wichour the uſe of the Aﬀemblies 
Catechiſm ; and yer never read ſome bodies 
Common- wealth to teach them policy for the 
Propagation of Religion : *Tis crue, you 

muſt expect a w hole Peale of Ordnance diſ- 
charged in complairzs of youth, and 1gno- 
- fance, of Pluralirics, and Now: reſidence, 
( though qui facit per alium, facit per ſe ) 
which yer, in their own time were extant 
with an Imprimatar, by their Authority, 
who, for their own ſakes, now decry them : 


Witneſs che P:&urc of an old man ( fince 
dcad ) 
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dead ) with a great bandle of Steeples ar his 
back, who having diſcourſed againſt Plara- 
licies, and his Arguments being retorted up- 
on himſelf, had nothing bac a diſtinction 
berwixt the Profics and Preſentation to ſave 
him from his own Sword : Buc I ſuppoſe that 
choſe perſons, even now adaies, whoſe me- 
rit or intereſt have rendred Pluraliſts, if 
chey might bur be ſecured of the profits, they 
would nor think it repugnant to their con* 
cerns, if the Patrons had the keeping of the 
Preſentations. And as for that youth and 
i2norance ( ſo much ſtomached, for nothing 
more probably chan becauſe chey are not, ag 
in the late crimes, conjoyned rogether ) we are 
accuſed of z The Church oft England could 
not be charged with any ching more unlucky 
ro the Non-conformiſts than the youth of 
their Miniſters z when ( if recrimination 
might be pardoned ) we need nor. look back 
= the memory of the youngelt Prieſt, ro 
car the liccle Lapwingscrying, which when 
they were ſeen, had the ſhells upon cheir 
heads, and a white liſt round their crowns: 
And, as if they came only to (ce the Uani- 
yerfity, and make cheir Horſes proceed Gra- 
duates for their Maſters, - upon a {udden, 
having put Sr, Maries dull Notes into Cha- 
racers, and themſelves in Qaerpo, became 
k great 
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great Propagators of tie Goſpel 3 when their 
Preachment, all chis while; was bur only a 
Chappcl Repetition, their Confidence was 
their greateſt gifr, and ſtrong Lungs the grace 
that approved them, We hayenot yer forgor- 
ten the Triars, chat uſed to uſurp White- Hall, 
who, being ſeared near the Banquetring- 
houſe, and by Preſentation of others, being 
informed of the fall of good Livings, would 
be ſure to make a feaſt for themſelves; and 
then ochers, perhaps, might partake of cheir 
leavings: Huw did they make Babes in 
years preſencly ro commence Babes in Grace ? 
and then, as if their Seal of Office had been 
chart of the Spirit, they advanced theſe Pu- 
nies to Jumior Apoſtles, and gave them 
Commiſſion both to plant, and gather 
Churches : Nor would it be a violation of 
that gracious and indulgent At of Oblivion, 
ro remember thoſe pretty tricks thoſe Touch- 
ſtones had, by which chey ſtarved the old 
Conformiſts. Bur I hate co mind your me- 
mory of that which your Worſhip cannot 
pollibly forger. And as for the ignorance of 
the younger part of our preſcar Clergy, 
if theReplier ro che Debates did bur ſtoop 
his gravity to converſe with them, he would 
find them nor 1gnoranc of his Devicesz and 
I may confidently aſtirm withour ſmelling to 
his 
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his Box of ointment, that g:nerally, in che 
time of the ſober mans peaceable reign, rhere 
was not the tythe of chac learning that now 
is to be mer wich in young Divines. It 
ſhould ſeem, by the grave Anſwerer's ſober 
handling him, chat che Debater himſelf 1s 
not very-old ; and yer, methinks, the wiſe 
Reſpondencs falling upon him, is but lixe 
the Limbe of an old decayed and wind-ſha- 
ken Tree dropping down upon a ſpiney oax, 
endcavouring co come up under him 3 when 
one would think the greatneſs of the Limbe 
ſhould cruth and bruiſe che younger Tree, 
his own rottenneſs breaks him to pieces. 
It one would have Old aze reverenced, che 
beſt way is nor to deſpiſe Youth ; for thoſe 
char may be young in years, are ſomerimes 
elders in Office. If I had bcen (in anorhers 
place ) at the elbow of this ſober Anſwerer, 
when his Pen was pouring one this Com- 
plaint, with ſo much Gall in his Inke; I 
would have remembred him, that 7imo:by 
was a Bilhop when he was young, and thar 
{moorh-faced Sr Fohn was che Diſciple whom 
Jeſus loved: Young Melarnthon, however, 
might have jogg'd hisclbow, and obcained 
leave, withour prejudice, I hope, co him- 
lelt or Party, to have encountred an old De- 
vil, chough he complains he was roo hard for 
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him; and chovgh ( Mr. Alderman ) Ican- ; 
not be ſo unjuſt to che World as ro liſt my 
ſelf in this numoer, leſt I ſhould lick up 
che ſober man's ointment, and whar is worſe, 
anothers praiſe z yer this I muſt cell you of 
others in the World ; char no Church need 
be aſhamed, when they are numbred 
amoneſt her Officers, To name men would 
be ridiculous for me, who you know have 
lictle other acquaintance chan wich names in 
the Tittle Page of a few borrowed Books : 
And beſides, ro name young Divines would 
be an affront to W. B. which very letrers che 
ſober Anſwer has made ſacred; though (if 
I do not miſtake my informarion) they make 
up almoſt his own name. Bar why do I 
trouble my ſelf, or you, with what does 
not much concern us? Old age and Yourh 
may well agree, whilſt che former does not 
provoke, and the latter does not become diſ- 
obedient; It new-buile houſes haye green 
Walls, yer old oncs are more full of Vers 
mine. Lerold mens ditcourſes be grave and 
wiſe, full of macrer and experience ; yer 
young ones will ſomecimes be accounted good 
Preachers : both have cheir grear uſe in che 
Church, and it old Trees are beſt ro burn, 
yer younger are the firreſt for building, There 
18, Sir, onecharge more remaining, which I 
cannot 
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cannot but give your Worſhip an account of ; 

and chat is, where the ſover Anſwer ( as if i 
wonld plainly evidence it ſelf a more 1mpro- 
per Title chan the Friendly Debare ) ſap- 
poſes, according to his moderation and cha- 
rity, char che Debater himſelf is almoſt an 
Acheiſt, and his Books the grand deftructi- 
on of Religion, It Chriftianity ſaffers by 
ſuch diſcouries, he may chank himſelf, and 
that wild Parcy which chis ſober man does 
now head,for being che canſes and provokers 
of them, 'by cheir Enchahaſtical PraRtices, 
and enormous Extravaganciess Bat withal, 

ir cannor bur be a Paradox to me, that ach 
1s not eſtabliſhed by rhe refutation of talfe- 
hood ; or thac che purging a diſeaſe maſt al- 
waics be death co the Patient. Cannot che 
Excrefcencies, or dead branches, be. pruned 
off, without digging up the cree by the roots; 
or the w eeds be taken our of a Garden, 
wichour pulling up the flowers tov ? *Tis 
ſtrange ( mcrhinks ) chac Acheiſm muſt un- 
dermine Religion,it chac which tallly. wears 
both ics name and leaves nas bar a roor or 
two looſened, or ics leaves ſhaken off, by a 
fmarrwind, thar che naked limbes and oody 
may appear : Never ler us fear char glorious 
Tree, w hich bringech forch traic unco holi- 
nels here, an 1n clic end Eve:lolung Lite, 
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will the ſooner die, but revive, and flourith 
mach the more for che taking away theſe Suc- 
kerszand when they are grown ſo big and nu- 
merous as totake away the greateſt part of the 
crees nouriſhment, the pruning-hook will nor 
chen parechem off, bur a tharp Axe muſt en- 
counter them, But in nothing 1s the Re- 
plier more unjuſt and weak, than in load- 
ing his Adverſary with ſappoſitions of 
Achciſ : For chis islike the womens duells, 
who, when they are able ro fight no longer, 
call each ocher by ugly names; and juſt ike 
a Country-man, or choſe ſomerimes that are 
more Worſhipful, if they hear an Ana- 
baprift or Quaker calk but a ſmall piece of 
ſenſe, they preſently declare him to be a Je- 
ſuic, as1t cheſe were the only Maſters of an 
Argument : Lec nor wiſe men ran into the 
ſame ſnare by terming rational perſons 
Atheiſts, as it chey were the only men of 
reaſon. Some men muſt be drolled aſleep, 
when Reaſon and Arzument cannot filence 
them; and a more airy diſcourle may be 
ficter tor ſome co breath in, chan knorry Ar- 
guments, and brave harangues; and thoſe, 
whom Reaſon will not convince. may ſome- 
times be jock*d intro obedience : Tender 
Children muſt berocked in Cradles, when 
tabouring men wall flcep upon the ground. 
Bur 
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But whither have I run my ſelf into this 
Book, and given interruption to our farther 
diſcourſe ? I will lend you the Book it felt 
ere loag, and ſend for che Anſwer if the 
Debater will crouble himſelf co reply : By 
this however I conclude to my felt, chat this 
Book is not an Anſwer to the Debates, and 
notable in nothing but the greatneſs of ics 
Adverſary. 

Ald. hl, Sir, I thank you for this general 
account that you have given of this Diana, 
which the whole Party cries up for great : It 
may be alt true, being rightly Jl. 1? that 
you have ſaid. eAnd fince you have ſq well 
confirmed we in that Subjet, to the end 
I may the better be enabled to ſatwfi: others, 
1 ſhall expeft you will lend me the Anſwer. 
In the mean time, I ſhall be beholding to you, 
if your will be ſo kind as to reſume your former 
diſcourſe, wherein you promiſed to reilifie my 
deſcription of Conſcience by one more pertinent 
of your own. 

Vic, That, Sir, I ſhall moſt readily do; 
and queſtion not from a right deſcription 
thereof ro convince - you fully, that thoſe 
RT we are now treating of, have gone at 
all. 

Ald. 1 cannot but long to hear it, Sir. 

Vic. Conſcience, then, is nothing elſe, but 
N 3 the 
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the agreement of my knowledge with 
Gods, 

Ald. But, ſuppoſe yow ſhould meet with 
one, whoſe Principles are repugnant to yours, 
that will not receive your deſcription without 
proof ? For thus bring ( at it ſeems to me) a 
Point of wry great concernment, it requires 
lriefly to be proved, andexplained, 

Vic. I thank your Worthip for minding 
me of thar, which, ] hope, will fully eaſe 
your thoughts of all your ſ{cruple of the Fa- 
naticks being ſuch conſcicnſcious men. Will 
you have your proof from Scripture, or 
reaſon ? 

Ald. Scripture, Sir,by all means; for if, at 
any time in my-diſconrſes with them, I do, by 
chance, ſpeak reaſon, they ſilence that Argn- 
ment with clamowurs and outcries, that reaſon is 
carnal. 

Vic. Well chen (though I thought our 
Reaſon had been che greateſt CharaRter that 
diſtinguiſhes us from beaſts, and had been 
given us to be our Director,and a better guide 
than what our Adverſaries call Conſcience ) 

] hall gratifie you ar this time in your de- 
fire; that ſo when you meet with any of them 
again, you may be able both co defend your 
ſelf, and wound them, and yer give them che 
choice of their weapons, 
Ald. Why, 
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Ald. Why, yo do not think 1 trow that we 
will diſpute at ſharps ? 

Vic. No, Sir, not with perſons that are fo 
well lined, and are your Cuſtomers too; but 
my ſpeech was only Metaphorical, and char 
may be a lawful way of diſcourſe if it be ex- 
plained, fince a Nonconformiſt prayed that 
his defires and affeRions might ſoar alofr, 
and leſt God Almighry ſhould, through 
defe& of Rhetorick, miſtake the Figure, and 
tranſlate him to heaven, before he had a mind 
to leave the World, he preſemlly informed 
him, that it was a Metaphor, Lord, taken 
from a bird. 

Ald. 1 perceive you wuſh ever now and 
then have your excurſions ; I am afraid your 
long and tedions impleyment has made your is- 
vention quite barren, that it thus brings fo:th 
nothing but weedc. 

Vic. No wonder at all, Sir, when I am 
endeayouring to pluck np Thiſtles, that chey 
ſhould ſhed ſome ſeed in carriage, as well as 
leave their pricklesin my fingers. But if my 
Phanſie has brought forch weeds,it is nor be- 
cauſe the ground is worn out, but becauſe 


you have flepr, whilſt che Enemy has ſown -* 


it with Tares; yet, I darefſay, when the 
harveſt comes, in the Judgment of all, I 
may be able to meafure corn with you, 
N 4 and 


184 AY Pyivate Chnference 


and yer give you many grains of allow- 
ance. 

Ald. You talked to me concerning figures 
but mow; yet I had rathir have words at 
length. 

Vic. Did Ibut exatly know your mea- 
ſure, T could eafily cut them proportiona=- 
bly, but, T ſuppoſe, your Worthip may be 
affraid to produce it, leſt it ſhould incurthe 
danger of the Statute. Would you have my 
Expreſſions proportioned to the length of a 
Presbyterian hour-glaſs, or independent In- 
comes, or our-goings ? 

Ald, 1mcan no other, by that Phraſe,thau 
£0 deſire you to expreſs your ſelf without a Rid- 
dle, and tell me what Conſcience ts, and how yeh 
Can prove yoar definition ? 

Fic. I have already given you my 
apprehenſion of Conſcience, that it 1s, when 
a mans knowledge agrees with Gods. 

Ald. Bat how do you prove that from Scrie 
ture ? 

Vic. Becauſe that Word, which in the 
New Teſtament is uſed for Conſcience, de- 
notes the very ſame expreſſion. 

Ald. Pray what « that ? 

Fic. Itis oweddhong, which is derived from 
or, which ſignifies with, or together, and 
&94, or $i, ſcio, cognoſco, to know 53 and 
cannot 
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cannor be Englithed bur by a Periphraſis, cr 
circumlocution ( as we commonly fay ) and 
is, cum alio ſcientia, a knowledge with ano- 
ther : Burrelating to divine matters, it muſt 
needs repreſent a knowledge rogether with 
God. God being firſt acquainted with che 
Precepts and Laws, which he intended to 
g1ve Seth unto mankind, from hence ex- 
hibites his Rules unto the World, by which 
they are to regulate their livesz and, by the 
ſame Law, meaſures the legalicy, or illegalicy 
of our Actions; And upon the view and 
conſideration of theſe Preſcriptions and 
Rules, by the helpof our apprehenſions and 
reaſon, we know together with God,and this 
Adis called Conſcience. 

Ald. Then, it ſeems, that is only ( onſci- 
ence, when our apprehenſions and opinions of 
things fully accord with Gods Word. 

Vic. Your Notion of it, Sir, is in this 
fully expreſſed ſutable ro my meaning ; and 
indeed it is no more than a practical under- 
ſtanding, and opinion of things, as they re- 
ally are; for it can be no other than the ap- 
plication of our knowledge, gained from 
God's revealed will, to the things which we 
rhink, ſpeak, or do. 

Ald,Bat how can this Doftrine of Conſcience 
accord with thoſe variou Titles that Divines 
uſually 
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uſnally beſtow wpon it, of Witneſs, Judge, and 
the like ? 

Vis. That, Sir, proceeds only from the va- 
rious application of our knowledge. As firſt, 
when we remember and refle& upon what 
we have, or have not done, ſo Conſci- 
ence is ſtiled a Witneſs, Secondly, When, 
in our retirements, we judge ſomething fit 
to be done, or not to be done; and hence 
Conſcience is ſaid to oblige, or bind, to in- 
Nigate, or provoke. Laſtly, When we paſs 
Sentence upon our Actions, arraigning them 
2t our own internal Bar, and cenclude them 
excher good or evil ; here Conſcience ats the 
part of a Judge, whilſt it paſſes a Sentence 
of condemnation, or acquittancez and from 
hence ariſe all choſe croubleſome convulfions, 
that proceed from the Arrainmenrt and Sen- 
tence, and thoſe ravithing joyes that ſpring 
from the beneftc of an abſolution. 

Ald. I need not enquire now for the infe* 
renee deſigned, that theſe, who plead the ont- 
cries of Conſcience, againſk Publick Antho- 
rity, and the Laws of the Land, by this mas 
king their very vices conſcienciew ; that they 
have (1 ſay) no conſcience at all ; becauſe their 
diſotedience to the higher Powers, in aſſembling 
in Numbers larger than what the Laws allow, 
does not proceed from God's Word, at which the 
Candle 
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Candle of their knowledge ought alwaies to be 
lighted, if they intend to plead Conſcience 
fer their Attions. And therefore, for the fu- 
ture, I ſhall not permit ſo frivolous an Ob- 
jeftion to ſcare me from my duty, into the hor- 
rid aud damwuing fin of Perjury. 
Vic. Really, Sir, 1 have made itmy buſi» 
neſs to caſt away ſome of my vacant hours, 
in Society with theſe men, on purpoſe to 
underſtand their humours ; and I have not 
enly found, that, when times were to them 
proſperous,they were as inclinable co thoſe Vi- 
ces which are wow admired, as moſt of chofe 
«which now run to the utmoſt extremity (on- 
ly ours do it in the face of the Sun, and 
they were wont to ſecure themſelves by the 
filence of their company, or ſecrefie of rhe 
place z for thav may be done in a private Con- 
venticle which is nor to be enterpriſed in che 
open Market, and there 1s no iniquity 1n a 
Tribe of Iſrael chough che ſame Actions are 
to be condemned in the ( anaanites.) BurT 
have obſerved moſt of their Religion to pro- 
cced from rhe defects of their diſpoſition, 
and the accompliſhments of cheir minds, to 
be, for the moſt parr, the diſeaſes of cheir 
bodies : Unleſs where ſometimes intereſt, or 
malice, ſummons their abilitiesro wphold a 
Party. Thus will they accounc chat man's 
heare 
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hearc humbled for his ſins, whoſe head is di- 
ſturbed to lanacy and madneſs ; when Paſ- 
fion, and Fury boiles over, in ſcurrilous and 
railing Phraſes, and Exprefſions, *cis nothing 
but the godly heat of Zeal, which, fire was 
bronght from heaven to cnkindle 3 when a 
Preacher has an unuſual dulnelſs, and 1sfain 
to groan, to make a Parentheſis, ro fill a wide 
Chaſm in his diſcourſe, this 1s called Preach- 
ing feclingly ; and when want of matrer,or 
barrenneſs of Phraſe forces them ro many 
pauſes in their Prayers, and Lord, Lord, 
muſt ſtop gaps, and fence incloſnres ; this 
muſt proceed from holy Admiration, and 
divine Extafie. When they begin their Pray - 
ers ſoft, and whiſpering, as it they would 
keep God Almighty to chemſelves, with 
one eye open, and the other thut, and now 
and then a wiſe ſhrug with the ſhoulders, or 
a white and innocent gogele with the eye; 
this proceeds from awe, and dread, whileſt 
they are beginning to be familiar with their 
Maker : ſome of them wink faſt in their 
Prayers, as if that Spirit, they prerend then 
to beſo full of, would ſteal out at their eyes ; 
or elſe thoſe Spanges would nor effeQually 
yicld rears, unleſs they ſhould be well {quee- 
zed. Have you nor ſcen one of thoſe dull 
f:llows make wry faces, like one that has 


had 
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had an hard ſtoole, and drawn his Sparrow 
mouth to his ears, as if he expected a freſh 
prompter ? 

Ald. You ſeem to make all their Religion 
nothing but a cheat. 

Vic.Traly,it cheir Religion conſiſts in ſach 
ations, I can aſſure you, thele are no betrer. 
God deliver me from ſuch Juglers in Divi- 
nicy, that can diſgorge noching but inkle 
and fillers, char have more length in them, 
than breadch, or thickneſs. Shall legme and 
melancholy, be any longer accounted Com- 
mumon with God; and Dens of Thieves 
become the only Houſes of Prayer? I could 
wiſh them all ac the Iſle of Pines; where, 
gendering with the Air, they might both 
mind Generation-work, and get fleer Cour- 
ſers for Icincrancs, that might be very accepta- 
ble co choſe new-ſpawn'd Zealots. 

Ald. But why, M»r.Vicar, do you ſo ſtrange- 
ly conclude that moſt of the Fanaticks Re- 
ligion #s founded in the temperament of their 
bodies ? 

Vic, Becanſe every man may find, by his 
own experience, that when, 1na melancholy 
fic, herakes one of rheir Auchors, and reads 
a lictle, che Boc# preſently fairs with his 
remper, and he 1s pleaſed chen with thoſe 
Gourds and Muſhrooms, rhat a brighce Sun 
preſently wichers, Ald. Bas 
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Ald. But "twill certainly be a falſe Infe- 
rence, to.make a general Concluſion from 4 
man's own particular temper and inclina- 
$:0n. 

Vic. And yet this is what they alwaies 
did, when they poſted cheir dreams for cer» 
rain Viſions, and made their own expert- 
ences ( as they called chem, when they were 
bur the effeRs of cheir preſent remper, and 
diſpoſition of body ) figns of crial, and 
marks of ſacred ſcrutiny and examina- 
tion. 

Ald. But you (that it ſeems have more than 
ordinarily enquired into their waies and me- 
thods ) eſpying their folly, ſhould not be caught 
in the ſame ſnare, nor moke your particular 
experience 4 ſufficient indiment, upon which 
you may arraign, and condemn ſs many, as if 
their different diſpoſitions were the greateſt 
cauſe of their different Opinions. 

Vic. 1 donor make an univerſal concluſi- 
on, nor is any Rule fo general, bur char it 
admits of ſome Exceprion z yec it 15a ſhrewd 
CharaQter by which you may diſcern thoſe 
of that Parry which believe what they hold, 
and are ſerious,as well as zealous 1n their per- 
fwaſion. And ro rendcr this conjecture 
ſome:rhing probable, view the Mulcicudes, 
and as Towns have cheir greatelt propor- 
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tions and numbers, where the Air is not ſo 
clear and wholſome, ſo, even amongſt thoſe, 
you have ( beſides women, whom Afﬀetion 
and Paſſion (way more than Argument and 
Reaſon ) remarked, that, in ſuch places, the 
greater uumber conſiſts of thoſe that have 
ſedentary Trades, or Handicrafrs men, chat 
keep cloſe to their Houſes, and Shops, and 
have not ofcen either the diverſion or benefic 
of ſociery and company : Hence came the 
Weavers, Tailors, Clothiers, Combers, Shoo- 
makers, and Coblers, and the like, ro ad- 
vance from the Loom and Stall co the Pulpit, 
and become perſons of ſuch eminent gifts ; 
becauſe they living obſcure, and retired, 
where they had converſe only with them- 
ſelves, melancholy gaining the predominan- 
cy in their hamours, they gave themſclyes 
over, like dranken men, to diſcourſe only of 
Policy and Religion z and becauſe chey could 
not be Rulers on the one hand, they en- 
deayoured to be accounted ſomething 
on the other, and eſpouſe chat which 
moſt ſaired with their melancholy and re- 
tirement. 

Ald, But I have ſen, ſome of that party, 
as merry ſouls as ever [ would deſire to accom- 
pany with, 

Vic, I ſhall readily grant chat, from mine 
owB 
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ewn obſervation ; bur then, if you obſerve, 
they are ſuch as are leading men in their So- 
ciety, and eſpouſe char intereſt only for their 
own honour and wealth : Or elſe they are 
fome Covenanting Parſons,that relinquiſhed 
their Benefices upon the Act of Uniformitry, 
becauſe chey were aſhamed to conform, who 
had been ſo violent in the late cimes z or per- 
haps perſons of ſuch mean lcarning,tchar they 
knew they thould have no preterment in our 
Church ; or laſtly, thoſe that being cicher by 
ſarpriſal, or chrough hopes of ſome tolerari- 
on and allowance, or finally, who by the fa- 
miliarity and combination of ſome lcading 
men of that Party, tor companics ſake, de- 
ſerced their Livings, and ſo perhaps mighr 
unwarily be Exeed, who now, being vexed 
tor their unadviſed lofles, envy thoſe char 
were more prudent and wiſe z and out of 
hate and malice, to che preſenc poſleflours, 
propagate opinions, tothe decriment of our 
Church, and tor ſapporcing rhe Schilm. 

Ald. Have you found any, then, that, by the 
example of others, forſaking their Livings, do 

7 mom repent of their raſh attion ? 

Vic. Yes ; I know choſe that were, al- 
waies, in the worlt of times, not only rc- 
pugnant to thoſe looſe devorions, but alwaies 
icemed inclinable to the ancient ; that yer, 

by 


made Publick; 193 


by the example of oche.s, and che grear 1n- 
rereſt chey had in them, were pireitully tool- 
ed our of their Benefices; that were bur lic- 
tle concerned in che {uppore of chat Party, 
who now, being ir:ecovcrably loſt, are great 
Zealors againſt Common Praycr, who, be- 


fore thar black St. Bariholomers day, did not 


enly afford their preſcnce an: devotion co the - 


Licurgy of che Church,tut alfo read it chem- 
ſelves, before its impoſition 
Ald, W-17, Sir, you þ.192 fully [ :twfied me? 


in thu particalary concerning the Conſcience 0 


thoſe men, againſt whunz Wy) Oath, as 4 Ju+ 


tice of the Peace, obliges me to put the Laws 
in execation ; for [ am [t-ficd that their de + 
portment #5 not according to the Scripture Res, 
and therefore they cannot, in reaſon, pirad Cone 
ſcience for their ations ; ſince a mans opinion, 
or judgment of things,ts nit an Argument, con- 
vitive enough, to juſtifie his Princip es, or bs 
Actions, and Deportment, that fluw from ſuch 
a corrup:ed Fountain. But they pretend to the 
Spirit of Ged, and that they have a ſecret te- 


ſtimony for the un/anfulneſs of var preſent de- . 


votions, and ſerwice,and the legality,and juſtice 
of thegr own. 

Vic. Tam very joyful, chat your Worlhip 
1s apyrehenhive of che reaſonablencſs of che 
tormer Point, and chat your Conſcience 1s 


®, {atisficd 


. - 
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ſatisfied concerning it (elf, as alſo the vanity 
of their Conſciences that pretend moſt to this 
Principle. And indeed, forthe moſt part, a 
Fanaticks Conſcience (if a Tradeſman ) is 
his Cuftem and Gain, if a Teacher, honour 
and maintenance, and a farisfattion of his 
eager hnmour of Paſſion, and Malice. And 
as this Plea of theirs will, co the reaſonable 
part of mankind,appear empty and inſufhci- 
ent: So,from the very ſame grounds upon 
which their Conſcience is refured,ſhall I alſo 
manifeſt, that their prerenſes to the Spiri:t,and 
that ever bleſſed and ſacred teſtimony, 1s no 
leſs a cheat alſo. 

Ald. If yeu can do that too, certainly you 
will perſwade me to be reſolute in the diſchcr- 
ging the dnties of mine Office and Truſt, 
againſt al oppoſition whatſoever : Nor ſhall ei- 
ther preſent fear, or a melancholy previſion of 
fature danger, ever be able to divert mine 
intentions, from a fullexecution of the Kings 
Laws. 

Vic. That T may attempt that task then, 
which I perceive your Worthip thinks al- 
moſt impoſſible ro be accompliſhed 3 I ſhall 
thew you an abſurdity, or two, that wall 
follow from their ſuppoſal of the teſtimony 
ot the Spirir. But, before I do that, give me 
teave to invalidate this prerended teſtimony 
of 
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of thcirs unto ycu from what you have be- 
tore granted. 

Ald. Pray do ſo; for I ſhall not preſcrile 
your meth: d of convittion. 

Fic, You believe, Sir, that neicher their 
Principles, nor AQons, char make up theit 
cauſe of Schim and difference from us are to 
be proved frem Scripture. 

Ald. No ſurely: For if I did, I aere beth 
impious and irrational, if [ were not wholly of 
their opinion and prattice. 

Vic. Then troavlc your (elf no farther,for 
they cannot have che ceflimony of the 
Spirit. 

Ald, 1 do not ſee the nec»ſſuty of thus conſs- 
quencegnor how your Argument can poſſibly con- 
fute them. 

Vic. No? Ir is ſtrange to me, that you, 
who have ſhewed your ſelf, chroughout chis 
Diſcourſe, ſo ſagacious, and fubril in your 
jadgment, and apprehenſion, ſhould not per- 
ccive the conſequence here. 

Ald. Tryly, m:thinks, 1 am 4 ſtranger ts 
it, 

Vic. I will endeavour to make chis Con- 
clafhon well acquainted with your Worthips 
Prermifics. Since che Fanart icksÞ rinciples, and 
apparent Sclulm, according to your own 
confellion, arc not ro be prov ed | by the Word 
O 2 of 
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of God. The Spizic of God cannor give 1ts 
teſtimony to thoſe Principles, becauſe 1t ne- 
ver witneſſes contrary to the revealed Word, 
for that were to contradiR it ({clf ; fince the 
Scripture . was given forth by the inſpiration 
of the Spirit. 

Ald. / now very wel! apprehend ths reaſon, 
and, indeed, by all Laws and Methods of. argu- 
ing, ſheuld ( as I have heard ) deſiſt from pro» 
ſecuting this Objeftion any further : But, be- 
canſe you promiſed to diſcover ſine abſurdities 
neceſſarily ariſing from their Affirmation that 
they have the teſtimony of the Spirit, that 
[ may be able to refute their bold and ſtrange 
Opinions, 1 muſt urge you further to produce 
them. 

Vic. The firſt is then, if chey have the te- 
{timony ct che Holy Spirit, tor che Do@trines 
chat chey deliver, and the Actions which they 
practiſe, then their Sermons had been Cano- 
nical, and their Actions infallible : and thus 
mighc not only che Deity it (elf be madea 
Liar, and men be meramorphoſed 1nto all 
taeſe {trange and monſtrous ſhapes by a Law, 
thar has Heavens Seal for its authority, and 
| infarcement; bur Rebellion and Treaſon 
would become Canonical too ; and the foun- 
darionsof the Earth would be our of courſe, 
Peace and Charity be perpetually diſturbed, 


and, 
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and an Eternal Schiſm and Separation main- 
tained from inſpired Prefidenr, and Bible 
Examples. 

Ald. How fo ? 

Vic. Becauſe, Sir, we have no other aſſu- 
rance of the truth of Scriptares, which are 
the Canon and Rule of Life, bur becauſe rhe 
Spirit of God has given its Teſtimony, not 
only by inſpiring their firſt Publithers, bur 
by Miracles that are without the power of 
Natures attempts; and, by this Teſtimony, 
out-dated the Law, which was before cfta- 
bliſhed, by the ſame Sanction : therefore if 
other DoEtrines might have the ſame Teſti- 
mony, I ſee no reaſon but they muſt become 
Canonical, and of the ſame Aurhority with 
the Scriptures themſelves ; fince thoſe were 
bur the DoEtrines and Writings of men 1n- 
ſpiredz co the truth and confirmation of 
which, che holy Spirit gave its Divine Teſti- 
mony, and chus paſſed them into Canons and 

ales. 


Ald. I apprehend the ſtrength of thi Con- 


ſequence, and methinks it (hould be ſufficient to 


beffle all their bold pretenſions : We (-owld then 
le rarely governed indeed, if exch of thems 
ml 'ght ſpeak Canons. 

Vic. Although your Worthip cannot bu 
know that their mouths are of ſufficient bore, 
0-3 and 
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and big enough ro caſt Canons ; yer their Mc- 
call is nor equally cempered for fuch work, 
which was the cauſe why their Pieces flew 
about their own cars, nct only ſtriking oft 
che Tipsof ſome, bur filling their heads with 
{ach an unuſual noiſe, that they have ever 
fince been troubleſome ro Mankind, and run 
about, like ſo many Knight Errants, encoun- 
tring not only flocks of Sheep, inſteed of Ar- 
mies, bur fight with Windmils, inſtead of 
Giants; when the Championsare only enti: 
rations, wrapped abour in Logick breeches, 
gendered by the wind, thar lodges in the Ca- 
\ernsof their Authors brains. 

Ald. 1t ſeems then, by your diſcenrſe, if a 
24n wenld draw the Piflure of on: of their 1ti- 
ncrants, it muſt be Don Qu1xot riding upon 
Rolnante. 

Vic. 1 did nct think your Worſhip had fo 
excellent a phanke for Limning : there is not 
only colour 1n your fimilicude, but proportt- 
on tco; only you forgot to have a Regumenc 
of Sancho (attending on him. 

Ald. #«ll, Sir, be the Piftare what it will, 
at cannot ( as far as I prreerve by your di- 
ſcourſe ) be worſe thin the Pattern + Rat let 
n9: our intermediate mirth ſteal away that little 
thne which remains, ſo far as to give toy much 
znterrupticn to (ur more ſeries diſconrſs : 
Pray 


— 
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Pray inform me of ſome other abſurdity that 
foll:ws our wild mens pretenſions to the teſtimony 
of the Spirit. 

Vic. It their Teſtimony of che Spiric were 
true, thenthe moſt juſt Preceprs of che Go- 
ſpel would be cancelled : for rhe latter Law 
repeals the former, which is oppoſite to it 5 
and they eſtabliſhing their own Doctrine, 
which we borh acknowledge to be repugnant 
to the Goſpel,and the InjunRions and Com- 
mands of perſons then ſufficiently inſpired 5 
che DoCtrine of Chriſt, and his vleſſed Apo- 
ſtles, will loſe both irs force and obligacion, if 
Heaven ſhould ſeal che Dotiges of theſe men 
by that ſacred eſtimony which they pretend 
oO, 

Ald. God deliver me from ſuch impeſtors ; 
theſe indeed have a fine way t0 ſet up new 
Chrifts, and new G oſpels, or whatever they 
pleaſe to eſtabliſh. 

Vic. Tis very true, Sir ; however if ſome 
had che hearing of our diſcourſe, it would 
ſound harſh,and they would look upon us as 
reprobares and caſtawaies. 

Ald. Surely none but ſuch as you were ſpeak- 
ing of, but now, who hxving loſt their ears, 
wight have their hearing ſo far impaired, 
that, their ſenſe being frighted into the brain, 
it may be ſo much inwards, that they under- 
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ſtand li:tie leſidis what them: 'ves ſpeak: 
Sch eors em only be grated with «ur di- 

| rn - 
ſerarſe,that are either raw,or elſe newly ikinn - 
Ovey. 

Vi Alzs! Sir, you are not, I perceive, 
acquainted with the Genel-men we are {peak- 
ing -f ; thovob by the Piture, you ſhewed 
me juſt now, I am convinced you are well 
ſeen 1n their faces 3 Some of their cars are as 
tender ac their Conſciences, being cut into 
juft (Have and form. 

Ald. Ile w:rrant theſe ave buſie men. 

Viz. As Hukie as a Spider when he is ma- 
king his Web to catch Flies, they walk like 
Footmen : And there are ſome of chem,thar, 
now Natnre has bear our all their teech,gnath 
at che Bithoys wich their gums 35 char would 
reduce them to beggery, to reach them hami- 
liry, and make them poor, chat they may uſe 
Hoſpitalicy : As if the whole Nation were 
grown ſo banrupt, chat they could not pay 
their debts on Earth, unleſs they torced Hea- 
ven to afarrender z and we could nor ſuffi- 
ciently abhor Idolls, unleſs we committed 
Sacri|odee. 

Ald. Methinks ſnch perſons, whoſe brains 
ar: /ike the roi leſs Sea, in a perpetual moti- 
on, nt only when driven by a ſtorm, bat alſo 
when the heavens are ſerene, ſhould ont of 
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policy be ſet about ſome imployments, that 
foould be ſo laboriow, as to keep them in buſi- 
neſs withow? any interruption,that ſo they might 
not have ſufficient time to ſhake Foundations, 
and nndermine Government, 

Vic. 1 with they were locked up with the 
Records of the Tower, or pat upon inventing 
a way to pay off all che Sea-forces of France 
without the {ale of Cathedral Lands. I veri- 
ly perſwade my ſelf, that theſe men will be 
angry ar death when it comes, and goto cheir 
very graves murmuring z nay, will muriny 
alſoin the other world, if miſery and tor- 
ment does nor reſtrain them, 

Ald, Indeed we have for a long time exer- 
Ciſed lenity and mercy towards them, and, as 
far as I perceive, it does but make them the 
more rude, and inſolent, prone alwaies not only 
to ſpeak evil of dignities, but to aftual Rebel- 
lion and Inſwrreftions ; and therefore I verily 
believe that Sathan himſelf will have no way to 
tame them, but by fire and faggot: 

Vic. Mcchinks, it they had but any grains 
of modeſty, if they would ( according to 
St. Pauls Rule ) have their faith ro them- 
ſelves, and nor meet together in {ſuch vaſt 
numbers, asf they were reſolved to aftrone 
Authority, and make the beſt part of the 
Nation continually full of dreads and fears, 


I 
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I could be contented ( becanſe we would not 
have ſo mueh to do with them, as at all ro 
acquaint them how hell will hereafter re- 
ſtrain cheir Murinics ) that they ſhould be 
undiſturbed. 

Ald. Why ? As far as I underſtand, no body 
endeavcars, or ever did attempt, in the Prote- 
ſtant Religion, to compell any mans anderſtand- 
ing or faith, 

Fic. In this, Sir, we are all for that Ca- 
tholick Charity ſo much yored for, by thoſe 
Covſciences that have the largeſt dimenſions; 
for we know that ir is impoſſible ro impoſe 
upon the underſtandings of men, which 
muſt be perſwaded firſt of the truth of thoſe 
things which they will be induced to cyedir, 
and belicve : Bur then only do our Canons 
and Laws begin to be feverc, and punith 

rſons of different perſwafions from the 
eſtabliſhed Creed 3 when their belicf pro- 
duces ſuch actions as are prohibired, and re- 
pugnant to the known Laws of the Realm. 
And eraly, it thar great Wheel of Hamane 
Policy,rhar turns round the Afﬀeairs of Man- 
kind, thould ever prove a rack to that Reli- 
gion which we now profeſs ; I ſhould hear- 
ily thank God, and thoſe Rulers that my 
Obligation ſubjected me ro, if I might 
but enjoy what our diſcontented Party have 
now 
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now free liberty by a Law , not only to pra- 
Riſe mine own Religion by my ſelf, and in 
Society with mine own Family, bur to meer 
cogether with Neighbours alſo to the num- 
ber of five : For where two or three are ga- 
thered together, according to our Saviour's 
appointment, and eſtabliſhment, there 
he has promiſed to be in the midſt of 
them. 

Ald, Indeed, upon that very ſcore, and per- 
mi ſſion,] ſee no reaſon why the Non- conformiſts 
ſhould be ſo mutinous, as ſtil to murmur at 
their reſtraints, and think not only the Laws 
cruel, but the wery Rulers themſelves an m- 
{upportable burden. 

Vic. Thar, Sir, proceeds from their peeviſh 
Principle, not co be ſatisfied with any in- 
dulgence;z for, if you call to mind their 
former methods in his late Majeſties Reign, 
they were never fatished with his largeſt 
Conceſſions, *ull they forced away both his 
Crown and Kingdom; the continual grant 
of any Petition, being but an encourage- 
ment to frame another ; one Conqueſt be- 
ing but the Prologue to another Tragedy : 
and when they began co unveil che Temple, 
and touch its Roof, chey never puta period 
to their work, as long asone ſtone was lefr 
nyon ano:her, 


Ald. Truly, 


J 


294'A Private Conference 


Ald. Tr#,y, 1 ams aff-aid, the method wonld 
be the ſame Wow ; for wethinks the preſent 
attempts look a little like forty and forty 
one. - 

Vic. The more neceſſiry there 1s of your 
Worthips aſſiſtance, to breaks what cannot 
well be diflolved ; for as ſome narures are ſo 
Ingennous, that lenity and entreaty are the 
only means to reduce them to ſobriery and 
dury ; ſoothers arc ſo moroſe, and 1ll natu- 
red, that ſeveriry can only Hector them to 
obedience. . 

Ald. Tow have proceeded [o far already ts- 
wards my full convittion, that I verily be- 
lieve, I jhall not much diſpute of the method, 
but a according to the direftion of the Laws, 
and obligation of mine O:th. But yet that [ 
my be able as well to argu? them, at leaſt, to 
filence, if not ſatufattion, as to puniſh their 
Crimes in ſuch violent and notorious breach of 
the Laws; I muſt further enquire, whether 
there my not be any more abſ ardities that are 
conſequential to that bold pretence of theſe 
wen to the infuRible teſtimony of the bleſſed 
Spirit of God ? which you have already in- 


> | formed me, makes their ſtrange Nitions to 


become Canonical, and invalidates the great 
deſign ef the Goſpel. 

Vic. This boldineſs of theirs, that has ne 
Miracle 
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Miracle ac all co confirm 3r, feems to all ra- 
tional men, that pr-lerve their reaſon nn- 
tainted by ſenſe ro guide rhem in the midſt of 
ſach varicty, and rubbith of Religions, ar 
firſt audir, not ouly to be of ſuch ill conſe- 
quence, bar imp1ous rooz thar I needed bur 
only to have repcated che Problem, and the 
very mention of ic would have proved us 
own refutation. Yet, at your dehre, I thall 
mention one more amonelt a mulcicude of 
ablurdities, char nacurally flows trom thus 
ſtrange Doctrine ; and char 1s, chac we maſt 
be continual Scepricks in Religion, and our 
way to heaven, will be as uncertain as the 
wind, or as our own dreams, or conje= 
ctures. 

Ald. Pray, Sir, let mz a little deſire the ex- 
planation of ths. 

Vic, Since various complexions are of di- 
vers temperaments, and che manners of the 
mind do too ſtrictly atrend pon the cempe=» 
rament of the body, it muſtneeds be, char, 
according to the variety of faces and diſpoſt= 
tions, the operations of che mind maſt nor 
only be diſtin, bur divers : Thus as in ex- 
ternal ſenſe che object differs according roche 
diverfity of thoſe Organs it makes irs per- 
cufſions upon 3 and whatſoever 1s received, 
15 3ntroduged according to che capaciry of the 
recipient z 


206 A Paibate Conference 


recipient; ſo will it be in relation to the 
mind z this will cither be guided by ſenſe, 
and fo the motions of the underſtanding will 
be as fluctuating and uncertain as the vibra- 
tions of a trembling or ſhaking ſcnſe : or ſc- 
condly, Education may prove the only 
ground of belief, and then our Religion 
may be as yain as our Education either looſe 
or Fanatical ; or elſe capacities ( admitting 
an equality of perfection 1n rational ſouls ) 
may be exceeding different 1n the proportions 
of the1r extent, as well as the manner of ap- 
prehenfion, and reception 3 the Images of 
chings, in ſome brains, being lively and di- 
ftint, make more exaQ perceptions of Ob- 
jects; 1n others, being more obſcure, broken, 
and crumbled into ſmaller Fragments, and 
diſcaſes and indiſpoſitions of body making 
roo great a ſickneſs in the minds of men,had 
they no other Rule than what they conje- 
Etare a motion from the Spirit, either ro con- 
firm or guide their opinions and- aRtions ; 
every phanfie or conjecture that men were 
poſlefled of, that madeany laſting imprefſ1- 
on upon the mind, would preſently become 
a rule and guide to Religion; and thus not 
only would there be as many Faiths almott 
asthere are Judgmears in the World, but as 


many Religions as men : Nay, every man 
would 
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would difter from himſelf, and change his 
faith as often as either the remover of his 
body thould faffer mutation, or, the figures 
and ſhapes in his brains be changed, ether by 
che introduction of new objects, or mariny 
and diſorder of the old Imaves in dreams, 
or diſeaſes : Add roall his, thac divers waes 
doconverſes, intereſts, and other accidents, 
makeſtrangc imprethions, and murations on 
the minds of men. And as you will ceaſe ro 
wonder at that variety of fanfies, which men, 
that eſpouſc ſuch uncertain diretors, con- 
cinually, nor only cherith, bur vent and pPro- 
pagate z fo you will ſufficiently perceive the 
great deluſion of thoſe chat thus prerend rhe 
Teſtimony of che Spiric to raiſe ftorms in 
their own brains, and then ſay that thus 
wind blows: Thus making the Spiric of 
God, to whom we owe our everlaſting bliſs, 
as tar as che indi&tment of Scripture conduces 
£01t, notonly che Auchor of variecy,barcon- 
rradiction. 

Ald. How ſo ? 

Vic. Your Worſhip may nor ask methis 
queſtion) fince you need nor rideabroad to a 
forein Convencicle tor an anſwer to 1t3 bur 
you have daily examples ac home : Por you 
are not ignorant, I am ſure, both by your 
trade and acquaintance, of chat diyerſiry of 
Sects 
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Sets we have within che compaſs of this 
Town : they all precend the Spirit's Teſtimo- 
ny, as a ſeal and confirmation of cheir opini- 
ons, and pra&tices; and yet they difter as 
much from one another, as all together do 
from us. 

Ald. But, methinks, they ſcem lately tobe 
more united, courteous and kind to each other; 
therefore I believe their breaches are made np, 
and their differences healed, 

Vic, Icannot, Sir, obſtruX your belief,any 
other way than by perſwaſion, and argument: 
Bur cercainly you cannot poſhbly make a 
more viſible diſtinction berwixt us and them, 
than they make berwixt them and cthemſclves: 
For they are different from each other even to 
a ſeparation, and therctore the divers Secs 
have their divers Teachers, and pretended 
Miniſters; their Do&rines and Modes of 
Worthip are divers, their Churches ( as they 
call chem ) and Communion diſtin&: only in 
their civil converſe chey are ſomerhing more 
courtly and complemental to each other, chan 
formerly they were, 

Ald. What ſhould be the reaſon of that ? 

Vic. Alas, Sir, that may be ſmelled at a 
diſtance, and ſcen almoſt by a blind man : 
You know, fimilitude is the foundation of 
affection aud friendſhip, and there muſt 
be 
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be a Firneſs and reſemblance in the bodies, or 
ſome fimilicade and likeneſs in the minds, 
where a Leaguz of Friendſhip and amity 1s 
ſtruck : There muſt be a conveniency berwixr 
the perſons to ſariate each others longings and 
defires, and to accomplith che end that is de- 
fired. Now theſe divers Sets, chat ſeparate 
from our trac, though dejeted, Church, 
have ſome reſemblance and firnilicude in di- 
verſe of cheir Principles, and can diſcourſe 
alrogether in che ſame mournfu], and fad 
cone, and canting phraſes, of ſome things 
char chey all agree in z and in their different 
Tenents, with a wary caution with thoſe, 
among them, which are moſt polirick, or ar 
left with a ſeeming pity _ compalſion z 
which the advantage of their lamenting 
ſpeech gives a great countenance to: They 
are alike alſo in their complextons 3 for an 
hatcher facc, and a dejected eye, with a 
white Cap, to make the head diſcaſed, when 
the body 1s well, arechings that they endea- 
vourall to imitarez and a ſneaking deport- 
ment, and Hermophrodicte garbe, are more 
ſure figns of theſe men, than any their Prea- 
chers uſnally lay down for them to know 
which Party they belong to : Add this too 
( which more cloſely unices them ) chat there 
is a ſimilitade in cheir ſeeming afteRions, 

P being 
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being all condemned by one Law, all fligh- 
ting the Act of Unitormiry, all {ubje& to 
thc Penalties of thoie Statutes that concern 
Conventicles.and nnlovwfal Aflembblees : Navs 
laſtly, if you rceR npon this, that they all 
aerce in the Gearly beloved fin of Rebelhon, 
warciumg only an opportunity of revenge, 
you will nor wonder, that they, who are {o 
diftercnt 1n tome Principles, thould yet be 
kind, ani hoki a more ſtrict corre{pon- 
dence with one another : For they well 
know, that one Party of them muſt 1n vain 
2ftempr, einer by difpurcs, or torce, to ſer 
chemſelves ar liberty, and bring us into bonds 
and ſlavery 3 and therefore they will unite 
all cheir Forces. Beſides ( hnally ) by this 
feiened union of theirs, they would endca- 
your to {ct us 2 pattern of Toleration for 
encm 3 fince the Presbyterian can now accord 
with ihe Independent, and Anabapriſt; char 
{o our Charity may be as Catholick as their 
Revcllion. 

Aid. And do you inink they wnite for ſuch 
ends as theſe ? 

Vic. As ture as we are now diſcourſing, 
For, firft, hereby chey ſeem a Parcy ſo nume- 
rous and momencous, that they have adven- 
rured,in [ome of cher Papers and Pamphlers, 
co aftrighten Authority, and diflwading the 
SUPreme 
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Sapreme Power from executing the Laws, by 

che Club Argument of their power and 
force z and when thus th:y have affaulted us 
with amazemenrc,and fear, will chey attempt 
rodo that by rebellion, which I hope they 
will never effect by entreaty, to pur Swords 
into ſuch enemies hands, and be the Authors 
of our own Ccxecution. 

Ald. But, methinks, you are ſumething 
confident in theſe matters, 1 would not have 
you charge men with whit you cannot well 

reve. 

Vic. I ſhall nor, Sir, be ſo difingenaous : 
Bur when the {ame Religions, che fame Me- 
chods, nay, for a grear part the ſame men too, 
have formerly, by {ach tricks ascheſe, brought 
the Nation into a nooſe, ruined boch Prince 
and Subject, and all wich as great a prerenſe 
of SanCtity,and holy chear,as they can poſſibly 
now beguilcy of ; Shall we permitrheſe very 
perſons ro come 252in to cut our throats,cant- 
ing and ſhedding tears over us, *cill, ike the 
Crocodile, they have quite devoured us? Ler 
us have a care, Sir, left we ſo long indulge 
their Idols, *cill they ſacrifice, not only our 
Eſtares, bur, our very bloud to them. 

Ald. But all this ts nothing but preſunmpti- 
1D 

Vic, Would you hayean atual preof of 
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what j3snow only in deſign, and a fucure op* 
porcunicy muſt give birch ro? Ic will be no 
abſurdity to tell you that a great probabilicy 


( abating for the terms ) 1s what men fre- 


quently call demonſtrarion. But what do you 
think of this obſcrvation, which merhinks 
renders their detien of War and Rebellion 
r00 apparcnt? Tha: though chey adhere,and 
are kind to all the reſt ot our numcrous Secs, 
yer the poor Quakers have liccle intereſt in 
their familiarity, or affe&tion 

Ald. What ſhoui'd they be rejefted for 2 Me-+ 
thinks they are ſome of the moſt inngcent 
amonsſt them. 

Vic. They are pcrſons, Sir, of very infecti- 
ous Principles, though cheir ourward. con- 
verſe ſecms innocent. Bur the reaſon of their 
rejection 1s this. Becauſe they proteſt 
againſt fighting, and fo are nor fic for the de- 
1121. 

Ald. Do you think the Quakers will nat 
fight # 

Vie. Yes, why not, as well as they have 
done ? Bur becauſe the reſolutions of men, 
in affairs of chis nature, can only be known 
by cheir Lerters, and Diſcourſes, the ocher 
Partics dare not truſt them with the know- 
ledge or management of ſo cloſe and bloudy 
a dehgn: Beitides, they are aflured, when 

themlſclycs 
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themſelves arc in a bady, the Quakers will 
either joyn with chcm, or ſtand ncuter : And 
{o their Plot will nor be hindred by chem, 
unleſs their familiaricv,or Society with them 
ſhould by accidene render them conlcioas to 
the Conſpiracy, 

Ald. Bat, methinks, I ſhould not truſt theſe 
very Quakers with Swords in their hands, not- 
withſtanding «ll their fair pretenſions. 

Vie. No, Sir, if you had becena witneſs to 
what I once ſaw, which, indeed, though it 
convinced me that they would fight when 
provoked to it, yer methought was a litcle 
pleaſant to look upon. 

Ald. Prethee what was that ? 

Vic. I hayned once where a Qakcr and 
another perion had a verbal difterence, and 
afcer thetr manner proceeding to a diſpure z 
the Quakers Antagoniſt asked him whether 
he would be true to his Principles in relation 
to the enduring blows from another, with- 
out ſtriking again ? He anſwered, Yea for- 
almuch asit is written, Whoſvever [mites thee 
on the right cheek, turn to kim the other alſo. 
Llpon which the other, nor tearing ( it ſcems) 
the danger of che experiment, ſtruck him a 
warm blow upon the right cheek 5 the Qua- 
ker received it with a great deal of patience, 
and turned to him the other cheek, when 
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the other perſon, doubling his ſtrength, 


almoſt felled the ſturdy Quaker ; who be- 
ing provoked by che ſmart and pain, thought 
he had ſufficiently obeyed the Text, ruthes 
upon the other, with this expretfion, Thou 
ſhalc know that I have ſomething ot the old 
man yet; and, truly,banged him very hand- 


{omly. 


Ald. A ſubtil Quaker ; but, it ſeems, he 


was not come to perfeFicn, or elſe that Sect wilt 


fight too. 


Vic. No reaſonable man will make a que- 
{tion of it; but the reaſon why I took no- 
rice of the deportment of our principal Dil- 
{:ntersrowards theſe people was,to evince the 
great probabilicy of Rebellion, 1t the princi- 
pal Convenciclers are not reſtrained 5 which 
1s all the Argumcnc that a furure contingent 


15 capable of, 


Ald. F*«ll then, methought I (ih:d that di- 
ſeourſe exceedingly upon your laſt abſurdity 
from Fanatical Pretenſions to the Teſtimony of 
the Spirit, Have you nothing mere, that may, 
without violence to that little time we have 


left, be added againſt that corfidence of 
theirs ? 


Fic. Yes, Sir; 1f you pleaſe, I will con- 
clude with this 3 that throngh this delufon 
che temprations and direRions of the Devil 


himſelt 
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himſelf may |c encercained for the whilper- 
ings and motiensof God's holy Spirit. For 
1 would glaily know, where impalles are 
made Rules and Guides, how the owners of 
ſuch uncertainties will Le able to diſcern rhe 
difference berwixt the motions and ſuggeltt- 
ons? Anditwonld n:r be unpleaſanc [port, 
to hear {ach critical perſons exhibire cheir 10- 
ward marks and criteria; He would cer- 
tainly provea moſt exact Enthnſraſt, fir co en- 
dodrinate Mankind,that were able co diſcern 
clifterent impulſes made upon che ſame ſoul, 
to cauſe 1t to underſtand or believe ; fincegac- 
cording to the apprehention of one that pre- 
rends no more skill in chefe matters «han I 
do, there can be bur one ſort of action ( at 
leaſt nor divers enough for the Patient to di- 
ſtinguth ) in che Spirits of a man, che ſame 
convuliions and percuſſions en the Nerves,by 
which the ſoul is enabled to underſtand or 
believe and as tochis, both che ation and 
mode of apprehenſion is the ſame, wherher 
ic be crach, or falſhood under the notion of 
crach, chat i1spreſented ro rhe Soul; a truth of 
God, or a Diabolical ſuggeſtion: If an Ob- 
zect ſeems rae, ic 15 embraced with the ſame 
paſſion and affection, as if it were a real 
cruth: And ic is impoſſible co make diſtin® 
Con there where there is no difference : 
P 4 What 
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What internal ſigns they have who are beſt 
Skill 'd in ſuch melancholy Arts, I cannor 
wellconjecurez but ſure Iam, char by ſuch 
uncourh and unrezſonable prerenfions, they 
may as well receive the ſimilicude of an An- 
gel of light, asche Angel it (elf. 

Ald. But, ſarely, they would not ſo far der 
ſert t heir reaſon and intereft toget her, a to be 
led Vindfold by ſuch uncertainties, if ſuch 
dangers and precipices lay in their way; they 
muſt have ſome tokens, or other, that muſt 
guide them out of this ſtyange Labyrinth. 

Vic. T know they are good both ar figns 
and wonders, and yer I cannot well diſcern 
what clue they canhave to guide chem: For 
you (ce all the various Secs (as numerous as 
the Graſhoppers of egypt, and as great a 
torment: as all cheir Plagues ) all pretend, with 
an equal confidence, to the ſame teſtimony, 
and they never yer could ( as I have heard ) 
attempt, wh ſucceſs, the conviction of each 
ether, from any inward marks and tokens, 
that one was deluded with a pretcnce only 
of what the other cruly had : Nay, Sir, 1n- 
form your ſelf well, from the wiſc{t of theſe 
perſons, what they mean when they ſay that 
they have the Teſtimony of the Spirit 3 and 
you lhall (unleſs you haverhe betrer fortune) 
have no other return than this, that they are 
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aſlured them(clves of what they are not able 
to evidence unto othe! s. 

Ald. That u ſufficicxt reoſon for their own 
belief and ation. 

Vic. Were there indecd no Paralogiſm 
upon their own Conſciences, and chear pur, 
by their miſapprehenſions, upon themſelves, 
chis were {ufhcient ground to themſelves for 
Faith and Action ; becauſe, what the Spirit 
commands we may ſafely obey z bur they can- 
not reaſonably, trom this Topick, perſwade 
another to the ſame belief, becauſe they 
are not able to exhibice this Teſtimony 
to others, or to give ſens and external 
rokens that may be potent to a convicti- 
on. 

Ald. eMethinks now, Myr. Vicar, you yield 
the thing yew have been for ſome time arguing 
ag inſt. 

Vic, Ibclieve, Sir, you will percieve the 
contrary, when you remember char this laſt 
{uppotition was attended with condicion,that 
this Teſtimony was no cheat. Bur IT 1n- 
rend to make another uſe of this to your 
ſclf. 

Ald. Pray let me hear it. 

Fic. Suppole then, for alitcle moment, that 
they had chis Teſtimony of che Spiritaſſured 
ro themſelves, but they could nor give an 
external 
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external fien, and dcmeonſtration unto 


others, of what them{clyes were pefiifled 
of : This conld not excuſe you, as a Ma- 
or{trate, from executing the Laws upon 
chem. 

Ald. That « ſtrange ! 

Fic. Sir, 1t1snot more ſtrange than true : 
For you not knowing their pretended reſti- 
mony, none having ſufficient rneans of con- 
viction of 1t; and the Do&rines and ARi- 
ons of the Pretenders being, according to 
your preſent judgment, repugnant not only 
co the Law of the Land, which you arc 
{worn to execute, bur ro that Law of God 
which 15 to remain Obligatory unto you, 'all 
you have ſufficient means of know ledec, char 
another Law is eſtabliſhed by che fame 
Authority, to repeal what has a preſent 
Sanction ; you are ſtill engaged to look 
upon chem as Impoſtors, and punith chem 
accordingly. 

Ald, Then the Jews did nit amiſs in (ruci 
ſing our Saviour, mr the Primitive Perſe- 
cuters in depriving the Apiſtles and CMar- 
tyrs of their lives. 

Vic. 1 dd indced expeR this Objection, 
and toreſfec the {ſtorm ; and rherefore am pro- 
vided of thelter under it: The great Saviour 
of Mankind, had not only afured evidence 
of 


| 
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of his own Miſſion, he coming from God,ro 
reconcile fallen Man to his Maker, and to 
aboliſh, what prefigured him, by the deli- 
very and eſtabliſhment of che Goſpel of 
Peace : But the Father and Holy Ghoſt gave 
viſible Tokens, and audible Voices, to arreſt 
this great truch co che Inquificve, and then 
unbelieving World, ſealing the trach of our 
Saviours great, though ro Mankind new, 
Commuſſion, cogether with the Doctrines he 
then delivered, to be the Director not only ro 
the preſent Generation, but furure Ages, by 
Signs and Wonders that arrived at the very 
height of true Miracles ; which being the 
Broad Seal of Heaven, were (ufficient to eſta- 
blith che cruth of what they were annexed 
ro; and might reaſonably creace a belief in 
thoſe who either ſaw, or were cerrainly in- 
tormed of the cruch of chem : And rherefore 
the burchery and murder, nay, the hard 
uſage of this glorious, as well as moſt gra- 
cious, Meflenger, cannor, by all the Art and 
Reaſon of Mankind, admir of any Plea, or 
Excuſs. And then tor his Apoſtles, and 
choſe Primitive Martyrs that ſacrificed their 
lives to give teſtimony co their Maſter's Di- 
vinity and Doctrinc, and ſealed che truth of 
rheir Profetſion and Religion with their own 
bloud ; fince the Apoſtles received our 
Saviour's 
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Saviours Commiſſion, ſo well eſtabliſhed by 
his own Actions of power and aſtoniſhmenc, 
which was furcher confirmed by God's Al- 
mighty Arm accompanying their Prayers and 
Benedictions, in Signs, almoſt, as great as 
thoſe of their Lord and Maſter ( neceſſary 
at the firſt plantation of the new Occonomy, 
that cam? co rend the Veil of the Temple, 
and aboliſh thoſe repreſentative Ceremonies 
that had ſo ſolemn, and fo long a Sanction :) 
And the Martyrs dying in the ſame Caulc, 
our preſent Pretenders, that boldly afhrm 
only whart is a cheat to themſelves, and can- 
nor any way be evidenced to others, cannor 
at all be parallel d with thoſe ancient Mar- 
tyrs, and Primitive Apoſtles z who, chough 
by reafon of intereſt, and che hardnels of 
mens hearts, chey cool mit convince ciddier 
che Rulers of che Jews, or the powers of the 
Genciles, yer gave ſach reaſon and confir- 
mation of their Teſtimony of the Spirit, aud 
infpiration from Heaven, that their Com- 
miſſton was legible ro the whole World, 

chough mens eyes ( by reaſon of their ſtub- 
bornnels, or inadvertency ) were ſo blind,that 
they w bald not ſec it. 

Ald.Bat the fews fill thought theſe as great 
Impnſtors as we can prſſibly pretend ours 
to be, and under that notion oply puniſhed 
them, 
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them, as you won'd now perſwade uw to deal 
with ours. 

Vic, Could ours indeed prove their teſti- 
monv for what they ſpeak and do, to the & 
diſturbance both of Church anc State, op- 
polite unto Law, as well as the Apoſtles did 
cheir Inſpiration; and confirm their Doctrines 
by Miracle, we had ſufficient reaſon to be- 
licve them,and thould certainly fn, in offer- 
ing violence to the Spirit of God, ſhould they 
be puniſhed for their Behet or Actions: Bur 
becauſe not only their precenfions are vain 
and frivolous, and chey cannot give a rational 
evidence to Mankind of their inſpiration g 
and cheir Doctrines, which chey would en» 
deavour to eſtablith under this pretence, 'do 
not only rend to the undermining Govern- 
ment, and unſctchng Foundations, bur, in 
moſt of cheir differences from us, both in 
Faith, and Diſcipline,nay, tothe very Phraſe 
and all, has, by the ingenious Author of the 
forementioned Dialogues ( the Books I ſenc 
you the other day ) been proved, nor only co 
be canting and childifh, but impious and 
diftcrent from that Doctrine of the Goſpel 
which is to endure 'cill the gencral Flames 
and univerſal Period, and conſequently ſu- 
percedes all expectations of a turure Law, 
or new diſcoveries of what 1s not contained 
within 
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within the compaſs of its vounds and limits. 


they cannot admit of that Plea. 

Ald. Bat what if now they ſhou'd at laſt 
produce Miracle: for the confirmation of what 
you ſo carnefi'y conte ul ogainſt, what 
an berrid gailt Sreald we bring Bs 4 3 our 


ſelves, Ly the puni(; ment of [ " [4 cred 
eApeſtles ? 


Vic. Traly, if they ſhould pretend any 
ſuch ching ( :$T know no- what their bo[d- 
neſs 1s not confident eno! gh erther to expect 
or affirm ) we muſt cncdcavyour an acquain- 
tance with Hycmw Pocrw's, for tear one of their 
tricks thould chear us and make alſo Philo- 
ſophical enquiries into the fſtrengch and 
power of natural cauſes ; and rake time to 
conſider the matter well, with all 1is attend - 
ing Circum{tances, both of che perſon, and 
means of accompliſhment, whether che 
Power were laſting and permanent, always 
ready to (cal his pretence, and che Iixe. Bur, 
co prevent all trouble by chis objeQtion, I will 
eve you one invincible Argument, why you 
need never fear the confirmation of theſe 
mens DoErines by Maracles,and, conſequent= 
ly, if you are ſatisfied of rheir preſent error 
and deviation from the ſacred truths of the 
Goſpel,you may give chem the trouble of rhe 


Law. 
Ald, Pray, 
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Ald. Pr, IV, OI, W hat's that ? For I do not 
[rye to have any ſcruples remaining, that ſhall 
£ all mY « Conſci: nce, for puniſhing theſe men, 
Aces ring 6: my Oath. 

Vic. lnchart your Worſhip does excceding, 
well: For if you at doub ks ic will nor 

only be injurious to your felt, bur your fear 
will make you coo remils; and you will want 
char courage and reſolution, tharat all rimes 
becomes a Magiſtrate, but more eſpecially, 
when he is to deal with ſuch a Crue as theſe, 
The rcalon, then, which may fatisfhe you 1s 
this; Tha: the Goſpel having its perverual 
Sanction, if Miracles ſhould confirm any 
Doctrine er Action oppoſite to this,the whole 
Trinity woald be impeachea of falthood 
and lics, which the mott holy God for ever 
abhors : And therefore Sr. Pau!'s Anathema 
may very well ſilence this douvr: Thoagh we, 
or an Angel from heaven, preach any other Go- 
ſpe! Hnts You, than what we have preached, let 
him be accur{ed : Winch he repeats again in 
the very next Verſe, to teſtifte rhe perperuiry 
of the Goſpel, as well as the yanity and im- 
pudence of thoſe cha: would have perverted 
the Goſpel of Chriſt; and nor only fo, but 
ro prevent all tucure expectarions, and erer- 
nally toſtop che months of choſe rhat ſhould 
perchance be given to change. 


Ald, This 


224 A Y11vate Conference 


Ald. Thw indeed reaches my preſent caſe : 
and I hope, fer th- future, I [Fall not le fright- 
ned from the diſchsrgeof mine Obligation by 
any ſuch frivolons and vain pretences. 

Vic. In that, Sir, you will no: only ſhew 
your ſelf both a Friend co Church and 
Stare, bur you will keep a good Conſcience, 
void of juſt ſ(craple to ir felt, and offence to 
others : Eſpecially, when you ſhall well con- 
ſider, that this boldneſs of our Adverſaries, 
ſo inevicably cheats their own ſouls, as well 
as becomes an cccation of deluſion to their 
acquaintance and brechren : For their pre- 
rence to thus divine teſtimony,can be nothing 
elſe but an heightning of their per{waſions, 
and making rheir belicf bold and ſtrone,and, 
conſequently, their Reſolutions and Actions 
ro maintain it confident, and zealous. And 
ſince we find bur liccle difterence in theſe 
effects, viewed and conſidered in perſons of a 
divers faith and apprchenſions, whoſe Prin- 
ciples are as oppoſite to each orher, as repug- 
nant to our common belief, as reaſon and 
obſervation certainly informing thoſe that 
are more inquiſitive and ingenious, that Per- 
ſwaſion, Relolurzon, Confidence, and Zeal 
receive their various Elevations, and gradual 
Aſſurgencies, as well by thoſe Evidences and 
Arguments which we conjecture to be cer= 
cainty 
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rainty of Demonſtration, as by any impulſe 
or motion they can be imagined to have, How 
can they diſcover che truth of that teſtimony 
which they pretend co, and diſcern what the 
holy Spirit ſcals, from what 1s bur phanſ.e 
and opinion, or perhaps a malicious ſagge- 
ſtion from him who is the greateſt Adverſary 
ro Mankind, and pzrpecually envies choſe 
hopes of bliſs chat yec xemain to Adam's Oft - 
ſpring ? 

Ald. I m1ft needs acknowledge the ſtrength 
and prevalence of your Arguments and reaſun ; 
and I heartily thank you ( from that joy and 
content I hop? to have in the diſcharge of my 
too much negleftcd duty ) for your great pains 
that you have now taken, fo meaſure both mine 
own, and our Adverſariecerrors, by the Stan- 
dard of truth and reaſon: But, yet, though I 
am convinced that the Fanaticks have no juſt 
Pleaof theirozn; yet,methinks, there may be 
ſome circumſtances,attending the preſent ſeaſon 
and ftraite that we ſeem to be brought into, that 
my remit the rigour of my Oaths Obig :tion, 
$0 execute the Laws againſt theſe perſung. 
Will not compal/ion, think you, make thens 
hypecrites ? 

Vic, I do not congecture that Swords an4 
Violence were ever intended as a rational 
mean to enforce Chrift;anicy, or to bring 
nen 
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men to a belief of what they cannot by mo» 
tiveand argument be perſwaded to yield the 
truth of 5 nor yet cag I conjecture that the 
ſmarreſt Scourges can make theſe perſons 
greater hypocrites, than whar for the moſt 

art they already arez and therefore ( as I 
rub before ) onr preſent Lawsdo not com- 
pell mens belief, bur only take Cognizance of 
their Actionsz Your Authority 1s ſupplica- 
red, and humbly begg'd, to be made uſe of, 
only to reſtrain their open affronts to Law 
and Government, and to give a check to 
their bold Aſſemblies, and numerous Mect- 
ings, for fear leſt their diſcerning their 
ſtrength, they may at laſt attempr by force, 
what your Oath obliges you to endeavour to 
prevent and obviate: And by this they will 
only pay aTribute,at che moſt,by Mulcts and 
Puniſhmentsfor what they are ſo willing to 
enjoy ; and they need not be forced to a Faith 
in that which Reaſon does not perſwade 
chem to believe. Thas the Rod puniſhing 
« and rcſtraining che unlimited propagation of 

Error and Schiſm, they will, yah be pat 
upon enquiry after the Truth, and upon a 
{ufficient view of what they have nor yet 
made a through inſpection into ; they may 
at laſt embrace, with cordial affection, what 
they now proſecute, and offer violence to 
with 
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with the greateſt craniports of paſſion and 
malignity, 

Ald. But their Party ſeems ſo very mach 
lately encreaſed, that they will turn the edge of 
the Magiſtrates $word, and weary Truſt ic C with 
the execution of them. 

Vic. You may thereforc cut your wor tar 
ſhorter z and Juſtice may a& with che lets 
noiſe, but greater ſuccets, if you only pro- 
ſecute the Heads of them, and execute the 
Laws only upon thoſe who lead the innocent 
ſheep aſtray. 

Ald. And are you contented that the reſt 
ſhonld ſtill ran into diſorder ? 

Vic. You will find the reſt, tn time, to 
run-themſelves into the fold, when the Bell- 
weathersare gone, which they were wont to 
follow. 

Ald. Bat methinks this ſhow'd be the 
Office of the Biſhops, and their Eccleſiaſtical 

udges. 

Vic. Fuſt, Sir, all that the Law permits 
chem co at, puniſhes nothing, but the ſoul, 
and conſcience 5 and thoſe perſons thac we 
have to deal wich, have rtixcir Confcicnces 
{cared with an hor jron,ſo thac theſe wounds 
will not make chem bleed ; tor cheutm-ot(t a 
Biſhops Court can do, 1s bizt ro cxcommunni- 
cace the Offendor, 

And 
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Ald. And # not that exceeding ſevere ? 

Vic. Icis, Sir, a moſt dreadful Sentence, 
and made ſuch gaſhes and wounds formerly, 
that no Medicine, but an Abſolution could 
heal 3 far more deep than the ſeverelt ſtroke 
from the ſharpeſt Sword, ſet on by the hand 
of the moſt potent Emperour : But now 
fince Acheiſm and Impiety has grown to a 
height, under the pretenſe and ſhelter of Re- 
formarion and Religion, heavens chunder, 
and lightening too, proves to men bur like 
Squibs and Rockers, make only a great noiſe, 
and a pleaſanc flaſh, bar ſcarce finge ſo much 
\ as che Garmenr. | 

Ald. Methirks, Mr. Vicar, you mak: light 
of that, which was wont to be eſteemed a ſeri- 
#4 matter, and awed the minds and conſci- 
ences of men, before Chriſtianity could gain 
either the favour or aſſiſtance of the Civil 
Magiſtrate. 

Vic. T only now gave you the ConjeRures 
of thoſe perſons we have to deal with, when 
Order and Religion are almoſt baniſhed, by 
che boldneſs and Rebellion of wicked men : 
bac if you would have mine own judgment, 
I cannot bur cremble at the very thoughts of 
an Excommunication ; which, being attend- 
ed with irs due circumſtances, does not only 


cut off Communion here, but alſo from 
Fellow- 
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Fellowſhip with the bleſſed Angels and 
Saints hereafter 3 and what 1s thus bound on 
Earch, ſhall be bonnd in Haven. 

Ald. And why cannet this then have the 
ſame effefts that it had heretofore, to reſtrain 
men from vice and diſobedience ? 

Vis. Your Worlhip need not enquire a 
reaſon of this, when you ſhall conſider, that 
thoſe for the moſt part, that will be concern- 
ed in this Sentence, have other Notions, not 
only of che Senrence it ſelf, but alſo of the 
Perſons that pronounce it, than the Primi- 
tive Chriſtians formerly had ; they think 
the Sentence is not of ſuch force as we be- 
lieveit is,and,however,thar thoſe perſons that 
now pronounce it, are not ſufficiently aucho- 
rized to doit. 

Ald. Why ? They are Commiſſioned by the 
King himſelf, and enabled by the Laws of the 
Land. 

Vic. The wileſt of them will not queſtion, 
I ſuppoſe, but chat they have a Civil San&i- 
on, and thar che Eccleſtaſtical are the Kings 
Courts; but this 1s ſo far from being Ar- 
gumentative to produce fear, that it is the 
only reaſon why they ſcora it, and the 
chief motive that I would make uſc 
of to crave aſhſ{tance from the Civil 


Sword. 
QQ 3 Ald. How 


4 


210 A Private Conference 


Ald. How can that poſſibly be ? Methinks you 
relate Riddles to me. 

Vic. I ſhall preſently then unriddle the 
Myſtery, becauſe I am nor willing to hold 
you in ſ1ſpenſez You muſt know then, that 
our Non -contormiſts are much of che Pa- 
piſts humour in particular ; nor can they 
think, har che Civil Power ſhonld give a 
Sanction to rhe Kirics 1,2Ws5 and therefore, 
if rhey can bur fatisfie chemſelves, that the 
preſenc Church 1s without Power derived 
from Heaven the Statutes made to confirm 
our Co:1rrs, or ro make the Sentences of theſe 
valid. they conclude to be of nogreater con- 
cernmenc, than the other Laws made againſt 
themſelves, and may be equally violated 
wichourt ſin, or danger. To tell you the 
truth, Sir,they look upon our Church as none 
at all; our Biſhops only as Popith Prelares ; 
our Minifters as nothing but Baa/s Prieſts ; 
and all our maintenance, as norhing bur food 
for the God Bell. 

Al. Net ſo ſurely. 

Vic. Why do they then ſeparate from us? 
And not only look upon our Prayers as de- 
ficient, but our very Sermons without Au- 
rhority and Power ;z nay, our very Commu- 
nion and Sacraments as abomination and pol- 
lacion ? 


Ald. Theſe 
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Ald. Theſe men indeed muſt be looked 
to; for, I ſee,if they are permitted thus torun 
on without control, they will not ouly bring us 
to confaſfion, but kill and flay, that they may 
take poſſeſſion. 

Vic, That was, you know, their former 
Doctrine ; and though they then made ( as 
one would think ) ſufficient uſe 3 yet, acord- 
ing to their uſual Method, they are yet upon 
the Application. | 

Ald. But if theſe men rejet our (hnurch, 
and deny our Biſhops to be at leaſt Miniſters, 
how will they make out their own Call, and evi« 
dence their own Ordination lawful, fizce their 
Primitive Reformers ( the Authors of their 
Succeſſion ( received Orders from the Biſhops 
hands, by wirtne of which they preſumed to 
impoſe upen other: ? 

Vic. They have a way to deny Succeſſion 
ro be neceflary to a Church; and beſides, 
they have changed their Principles ( as your 
Dialogue will inform you ) that che Presby- 
rerian might the better aflociace with che In- 
dependent, and unite their Forces ro van- 
quith ours:Burt if you would have your doubr 
at large reſolved, I know you are ſufficiemly 
acquainted,and have familiarity with perſons 
of all Perſwaſtonsz and I defire you would 
pur your Objection cloſe ro them, that ſo 
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they may give you arcſolution of whar I pro- 
fels my ſelf unable to dognor will I actemape ity 
fince neicher my Judgment, nor Ovligaticn 
leads me to it, 

Ald. 1 ſee noreaſon, indeed, why you ſhould 
be pat upon the defenſe of them : Rut an Ex- 
communication makes wen liable to Temporal 


Puniſhments,and methinks they ſhould be afraid 


| of them. 


Vic. Tis true indeed (now your Worſhip 
has given me a hint of it) I remember I 
havebecn informed, thar an Excommunica- 
red perſon cannot make a will, nor recover 
any debt ( he nor being qualified for a Plain- 
tiff, bar Defendant only ) and beſides this, 
he lies open not enly to the juſt zcal of true 
Chriſtians, bur to che malice and ſpleen of 
any one that ows hima grudge. 

Ald. How ſo, Mr. Vicar ? It ſeems the Ec- 
cleftiaſtical eAuthority # armed with greater 
power than I thonght of : We mnſt have a care 
of you cur ſelves, for we are liable to this Sen- 
tence. 

Vic.Andare not we liableco your Juſtice? 
Our gracious Rulers have a litcle armed us 
with a Law, who otherwiſe ( by reaſon of 
our uſual poverty ) ſhould be'open to all 
misfortunes and dangers: Bur ler us both do 
well, be loyal and obedient, and we ſhall = 

only 
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only avoid the Penalties of rhe Law,bur have 
praiſe and encouragement from the law-giver. 
Bur as rothat arcendant of an Excommuni- 
cation that may juſtly ſcare even choſe that 
ſeem to fear ir leaſt 3 it is ( as was ſaying ) 
that they are ſubje& to every man's impriſon- 
ment z for after they have ſtood Excommus- 
nicate forty daies, any one, that will ad- 
dreſs himſelf, may take out a Writ, De Ex- 
oi capiendo, and lay them in Pri- 
ON. 

Ald. And would you have greater power than 
this ? 'T is a wonder all Goals are not full of 
theſe exorbitant per (ons. 

Vic, 'Tisnor tome ſtrange at all, becauſe 
there muſt be Money in the caſe ; the Writ 
1s ſo chargeable, thar a few of chem would 
ſwallow up my poor Vicaridge; and no pri- 
vate perſon, our of charity ro the Church, 
will contribute any thing to the punithment 
of thoſe troublers of Iſrael. Bur what ad- 
vantage would your Worſhip ger by ir, if 
this method were uſed ? 

Ald. Then we (hould eſcape their emvie 
and malice, that are Fuſtices of the Peace, be= 
canſe we ſhould not be the inſtruments of their 
puniſhment. 

Vic. Inchat, Sir, youmuſt pardon me, if 
I cudeavour to inform you of your miſtake 
in 
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in this point of Law: and I hope you will 
not take an advertiſement amiſs, though it 
3s in what your Worſhip ſhould be acquain- 
red with. 

Ald. Prethee ſay what thou wilt ;, he uu « 
mad man that will be angry at thy language : 
thou haſt an Heart for a Prince, although thou 
baſt a Pur ſe but for a Begger, 

Fic. Ithank your good Worfhip, and the 
reſt of your Brechren, for that liberal main- 
tenance I do enjoy : Contentment ( you 
know?) will equal the Vicar to the Alder- 
man. Bur, Sir, whereas you were ſaying, 
that if the Fanaticks were proceeded againſt 
by the Writ De Excommunicats capiendoy 
you ſhould be free from contributing to their 
puniſhment 3 you muſt needs forger . your 
ſelf: For the very Sentence of Excommunica- 
tion docs deliver the Offtendor to the Secular 
Power, and all the puniſhments and incon- 
veniences which ſncceed that doom, as to the 
body, are mcerly Temporal; nay, the very 
Writ, that we are now diſcourfing of, muſt 
bedirected to Juſtices of the Peace, and by 
their Power 15 the Offendor impriſoned ; ſo 
thatif the Law be art all executed, it muſt 
be by.your hands, or elſe it will not prove 
efte&ual, either to reſtrain thoſe rhat are 
conrumacious and refractory, nor terrific 
choſe 
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thoſe who are more ingenuous and pliable. 

Ald. Well then, if there be a neceſſity, we 
muſt break, through the briars and thorns, we 
mnſt encounter with the Lion in the way, ſince 
our Oaths oblige us; and I find by you there ts 
no avoiding - Obligation ; and, indeed, it 
admits not of any other way of effefting the 
defign of refltriftion to our Adverſaries, and 
peace unto owr ſelves: Though ( if I ſhould 
wake an ingenuor confeſſion ) 1 would not be 
troubled with effending my Neighbours, nor can 
[ well endare their abuſes and clamoaurs. 

Vic. Tam ſorry to ſee fo little of the Spi- 
rit of a couragious Magiſtrate, thar ſhould 
not fear the faces of men, much leſs ſach 
poor contemptible nothings as choſe are z and 
they muſt not be angry for this expreſſion, 
becaule 'ris their own. What ſhould your 
Worlhip be afraid of? A Religion that 1s 
nothing but Shadow, and Phraſes, and Per- 
ſons thar never yer were contented with all 
the Largeſles of moſt 11dulgent Princes nay, 
and thoſe roo, who, when in power, were 
themlſclves the grearcſt Impolers, and mot 
ſtrict in cheir Puniſhmencs againſt all chac 
did in che leaſt deviate from their eſtabliſhed 
practices; and notwithſtanding all cheir cant- 
ing confeſſions of their tormer guilt in this 
particular, now they themlelyes are hable:o 
Penalcics, 
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Penalties, will (if ever they ſhall by ill 
chance or violence become our Maſters ) be 
more rigid and ſevere than ever; and we ſhall 
certainly find the ſmart of what yqn ſeem 
fo unwilling, ever now and then, to execute 
upon them. 

Ald. I cannot think they are for rigor and 
impoſition, that ſo much decry it ; bat if it 
.cunld appear that they uſed it in the late times, 
wethinks we had reaſon to ſuſpeft it for the 
future. 

Vic, Tam troubled, methinks, to find you 
ſo forgetful of our late miſeries, which per- 
haps may make you theleſs ſenſible of our 
prefent dangers : Every one, that was loyal 
to his King, and true to his Religion, felt 
the ſtroke of their ſereriry and malice. Bar, 
to put this out of all controverſie, I will 
fend you down a little Book newly come to 
my hands( which 1s called Samaritaniſm re- 
viſed ) chat ſhall fully filence this ObjeRi- 
on, and convince you, from the teſtimony 
of their own Authors, both forein and do- 
meſtick, that are beſt approved by their own 
Party ; that they are fo tar againſt Tolerati- 
on of any but chemſclves, chat they affirm 
ſevericies and ſmart puniſhmenes the juſt 
debt to thoſe which they account Hereticks 
and Schiſmaticks, I have not yer read over 
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the Book, but, by what I have peruſed, I 
ſee the Author is of a Publick Spirit, and 
wounds the Fanaticks with their own Wea» 
pons3 and becauſe the whole demonſtrates 
che Piery, Equiry, and neceſſicy of parting 
the Laws in execution both againſt Popiſh 
and Puritan Recuſants, I muſt commend 
the whole ro your peruſal ; and it may, 
*ris like, prevail more than our preſent Di. 
{courle. 

Ald. Pray be as good as your wird, and ſend 
it me then ; but I wenld fain hve the Biſhops 
more attive. 

Vic. In their places, and according to the 
extent of cheir Laws and Permiſſion, I que 
tion not but they are: For I am ſure their 
intereſt,as well as every honeſt mans,isequal-= 
ly concerned. Bur *cis the Temporal Sword 
muſt cut off theſe Excreſcencies, for we ſee 
they contemn the Biſhops Courts: And me- 
thinks the method is nor (o nacural, for thoſe 
who mult uſe Rhecorick, and per{waſion, 
to encline choſe to a cordial embracement of 
what ſeverity may drive them to the pro» 
feſſion of , to be the prime Authors, and che 
immediate Inſtruments of conveying to them 
cheir Mulcts and Penalties. If che Tempo= 
ral Authority would but gall them, we could 
then have an opportunity to prove Chirur- 
geons 
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geons tochem,and apply our Plaſters to their 
fores; and ſhould have thar advantage of 
perſwaſion that we have when weviſit fick 
men, who are then for the moſt part in a ſe- 
rious poſture, and are willing to embrace 
thoſe inſtrucions and exhortations thar, in 
time of health, they ſcorned and refuſed. 
Bur now, if che Clergy ſhould be made the 
only Authors of their puniſhments, they 
would hate the hand that had given chem 
che wound. ſo much, that rhey would not 
endure chem to apply any Medicine to effe&t 
a cure ; and it would,at beſt, be looked upon 
asno other than breaking che head, and gi- 
ving them a Plaſter. 

Ald. 1cannot but acknowledge you ſpeak a 
great deal of reaſon in this : and 1 think it will 
prevail with nee,as much as any thing you bave 
ſaid yoa,to be aftive in mine Office againſt theſe 
men. 

Vic. As much as any thing, Sir, bur your 
Oath you ſhould ſay ; for that Obligation 
{till remains ſacred and ſolemn: and you 
renounce your intereſt in that, Goſpel you 
. then kiſſed, when you entred into thoſe po- 
rent bonds, not to be broken withour the pe- 
nalry of ſeyerc repentance, or damnationand 
rormenrt in the other World,ift you do nor 
dilcharge your promilc, 

Ald, Tow 
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Ald, You ſee, My. Vicar. I am a/[mof8 per- 
ſnaded, but you do perpetually rub old ſores, 
and gall me with theObligation of my Oath, you 
have not yet heard all that I have to plead in 
bar of ſo ſtrift an Obligation. 

Vic. Thope you are already convinced that 
you ought to cadeavour, what lies in your 
power, to fult:l your promiſes made to God, 
eſpecially thole that are ſcaled and confirmed 
by the bond and ſolemniry of a ſacred Oath: 
And thac everlaſting chains become due ro 
you, 1t you voluntarily break choſe Cords 
thar you have at preſent bound your (elf ro 
God Almighty with. | 

Ald. 1 am net ſo forgetfal of your diſcourſe, 
noy ſo inſenfible of mine own Obligation: But 
impoſſibility of performance does as well diſob= 
lige me from the engagement of mine Oath, as 
illegality has woided the bond of the Covenant. 
It ts impoſſible to do any good pon theſe people 
by the execution of Laws, and therefore in vain 
to attempt it. 

Vic, 1 am (are, Sir, you have already taken 
Gods name in vain, it you do not attempt 
it, and as far as 1s within che compals of your 
power to execute 1t too: But I cannor bur 
wonder thac you ſhonld ſuppoſe your Oach 
impoſlible to be diſcharged; I fear you have 
aor yer much atrempred ir, or elſe che Effay 
has 
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has been attended with imprudence, or im- 
patience z you have either failed in the man- 
ner of your adminiſtration, or ſome rrou- 
ble or 1nconvenience to your ſelf hath di- 
reed your intention, and pur a ftop to your 
Jaſtice. 

Ald. We «id, Sir, ( when the King was firſt 
reſtored to the poſſeſſion of theſe Kingdoms, 
which he had before an undoubted right to ) 


- Vigoruuſly execute the Laws againſt theſe diſ- 


contented perſons ; and we found that our Pri- 
ſons were always full to very little, or no, 
purpoſe, and there they would preach out at 
the very Grates, and diſturbe the ears of all tra- 
velters, and gather ( onventicles at the Priſon 
agor i. 

Vic. Traly, Sir, *cwasan eafie matter to 
give the loſers leave to talk ; and by my con- 
ſent they ſhould have exerciſed thus *rill they 
had bcen weary both of prating and reſtraint: 
Why did you then diſcharge them, and 
not conſtantly perſevere in making them en- 
dure the Penalty of che Laws? To ſhew 
Children the. Rod only, and never giving 
them the ſenſe of irs lah, does but the more 
harden them 1n their ſtabbornneſs : Thoſe 


perſons, when they had fel your Juſtice,and 


{cen your Reſolution, would, in time, have 
been weary of their own ſufferings 5 and 
others 
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ethers would have been ſufficiently dererr'd, 
by their examples, from fucure moleſtations 
of Law and Juſtice, or provocation of char 
Sword which they perceived to be ſa ſharp 
and keen. You conld nor, I believe, bur ob- 
ſerve a difference betwixt their carriage then, 
and their deportment now : Thoſe that now 
with confidence enough, deſert our Afſem- 
blies, were devout, then, at che reading the 
Licargy : Buc when they ſee chey may, with 
impunity, provoke Authority, and contemn 
Government ; they ſeparate then out of hu- 
mour of being ſingular, or by reaſon of the 
leaſt diſobligation from che Miniſter, or per- 
haps any other in Communion with chem z 
nay, if Authority does but puniſh any one 
for Vice or Debauchery, away they will im- 
mediately ran to a Conventicle, and deſert 
their Religion to be, as chey ſuppole,revenged 
of cheir Adverſary : Nay,afcer a liccle while, 
we ſhall ſcarce have a Whore carced, or an 
impudent Scold pur into the ducking ſtool, 
nay, a Drunkard or Blaſphemer fer by che 
heels, bur, to contemn thac Authority thac 
ſentenced chem to rheir moſt juſt puniſh- 
ment, they will preſent chemſelves at che 
next meeting place, that from malice and re- 
venge they may break the Law 1n another 
place, where, by reaſon of the negleR, or 
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coward:Z7e of thoſe that ſhould maintain its 
force, and rehſt the breach, it becomes weak, 
andeafily aſſaulted, and overcome z fince rhey 
were beat back by due chaſtiſement from che 
former onſet anc batrery. Had you but con - 
tinued, as well as you begun at his Sacred 
Majeſties firſt arrival, you ſhould not have 
had che tythe of what trouble you muſt now 
expect ; nor they the tenth of what numbers 
they have fince ſecured, nor any of us thoſe 
preſent fears chat hourly encreaſe and daily 
 ynvade us. 

Ald. But will the Fanaticks receive ſuch 
perſons, that out of ſuch wicked humour, and 
 fromprinciples of revenge, fly from ma, only 
' becanſe jnſtice has reached them? 

Fic, It they are women, they will got ar 
all be (crapalous, eſpecially if they are indiffe- 
rently handſome; tor becauſe Mary IMMag- 
dalen proved a Saint, thercfore they would 
have all Saints to be ary Adapdalens : The 
more Devils have been caſt out, rhe greater is 
the glory of the Exorciſt. But if they are 
men, they will ſomerimes a lirtle thrive 
them for fear, at laſt, their rational ſoul 
ſhould domineer over their ſenſe, and they 
ſhould recurn by the way from whence they 
came, and diſcover all their deeds of dark- 
meſs, and relate the Saints failings ro the 
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wicked, But nor to divert our preſent Di- 
{courſe, which muſt now draw cowards a con- 
clafion with the day ; ſuppoſe what oppoſi* 
tion you will in the execution of the Laws 
upon theſe Gameſters in Religion, that play 
allhazards upon their Bibles, yer your Oath, 
asa Juſtice, ſtill obliges you 3 and if ever 
you will aicend God's holy hill, though 
you {wear to your own hurt, you muſt noc 
chanec. 

Ald. Trae, Sir, if an impoſſibility did not 
attend my Oath, and conſequently diſcharge 
me. 
Vic. Was your Oath impoſſible to-be kept 
when you firſt rook it ? 

Ald. No, no; then it had been «utterly un» 
lawful, and then 1 muſt have repented for 
what was 19P1049 and unjuſt not to be made the 
matter of an Oath, 

Vic. Is ic then become impofkible fince ? 

Ald. Yes, that it 55 ; becauſe of the encreaſs 
of their numbers, ana the boldnes aud courage 
they have acquired. 

Vic. Your Worthip and your Brethren are 
to have cthanksgiven to you for that, for gi- 
ving them encouragement by your lenity and 
forbearance z when che Laws were ſuſhciently 
valid, and you under the greateſt obligation 
to enforce and execute them, Ir 1s a fad 
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thing that men will make ſo many excuſes 
now, who, to my knowledge, 1n the late 
rimes were (uſhiciemtly ative .to execute the 
Impoſrions of tyrannical Uſurpers ; not- 
withſtanding rhe numbers of choſe chac 
withed the King well bore a greater propor- 
tion to thoſe Army Myrmidons, than the 
Fanaticks do to us now. But what are theſe 
formidable numbers ? *Tis truce, they make 
them appear as dreadful as they can ; for 
every one of them has his month full of fire 
and brimſtone, chat they blow forth continu- 
ally upon us, and,both in their Writings and 
Convencicles,make as great a ſhew as poſſibly 
they are able : But you may ſee by this thar 
their numbers are not ſo formidable as chey 
would endeavour to make us bclieve; for 
their Teachers were not ſo very many that 
refuſed Conformity, and yet you have to 
every l.ctle ſneaking Conventicle, no leſs 
than five or {1x wairmg Chaplains that are 
maintained, tor the moſt part, from what 
the good women ſteal from cheir Husbands ; 
beſides, feveral of them had Temporal 
Eſtates, and are wary enough co» keep cloſe 
to their own Families, for.fear the La'v may 
reach chem, when the others poverty makes 
them vencurous. We were beft, after a while, 
ran away from a nelt of Snakes, becauſe they 
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pur out their congues z or be afraid of a flock 
of Geeſe, becauſe they hold our their necxs 
and hiſs at us. Would yo, thar are in Aus 
thority, bur a little diſcouncenance theſe in» 
ſinuating Companions, and diſcharge your 
Oath upon the Leaders of the Factions, you 
would find the Mulcicnde melt and diflolve 
like Snow againſt che Sun, and we need no 
longer be afraid of Tumulcs and Inſurrei- 
ons: Bur, admicting their numbers to be 
great and inſolent, I cannot imagine how 
the execucion of the Laws becomes impoſlt- 
ble. Are they become ſo ſpiritual, that chey 
are inviſible coo? Ordo not their bold Prag- 
maticks ofren enough walk the Streets? Or 
is not a Serjeant in Divinity ſufficiently 
known, when he has alwaies the Formalicy 
of his Coife on? Is not the Law till che 
ſame that it was 3 have you not the ſame Au- 
thority and way to execute ity the ſame Offs 
cers and Power to attend you ? Had you ever 
yer a prohibicion from your Superiours, that 
might diſcharge che Obligation of your 
Oath? Did not the Houſe of Commons, 
with their Speaker before them, petition his 
Majeſty to ſer forch hisRoyal Proclamation, 
to command you to executethe Laws in force 
againſt theſe Mectings and unlawtul Aſſem- 


blies? And docs not your Oath, that is fo 
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{cred and ſolemn, that,when wilfully negle- 
Red and openly violated, muſt inevitably 
bring eternal vengeance npon the contemners 
head, yet remain obligatory 1n the higheſt ? 
Though no man can be obliged to an impoſſi- 
bility, yet a Promiſſory Oath muſt bind him 
to the utmoſt of his power and ability : And 
ean you fay that you have afted tothe utmoſt 
of your ſtrength, or according to thoſe ſea- 
ſons and opportunities that are daily put into 
your hands? If not, never conjeRure your 
Plea of Impofſibility will be ſufficient to ex- 
cuſe your negligence and indiffterency, 

Ald. Welt, Mr.V icar, you have argued this 
laſt point heme, not only to my Capacity, Lut 
Conſcience; and though I muſt confeſs my ſelf 
ſufficiently galled, yet I ſhall not wince at my 
convittion : Ton have a ftrange faculty in per - 
ſmafon; I never thinght to have been brought 
$0 thes trouble 

Vic. Trouble, Sir! Ir ſhonld be your de- 
light to be ſtri&t and diligent in the per- 
formance of your duty z and your greateſt 
trouble muſt be, that you have been no leſs 
troubled for the breach of your Oath : You 
eannot ſay what Iperſwade you to 1simpoſ- 
ſible to be done, without a ſtain and blot 
npon your Oath, and conſcquently your 
hour as a Juſtice of the Peace 3 for you 
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know you are al-vays new ſworn in this Cor- 
poration, as well as choſen, once a year z and 
ſurely the pairing the Laws in execution 15 no 
more impoſſible at this time, than it was laſt 
Michaelmaſs ; eicher then your Oath was 
unlawful icbinding you to what wasimpoſlt- 
ble when you took ic, or elſe ic is ſtill moſt 
ſeverely obligatory, notwichſtanding all your 
pretended 1mpoſſibilicy. Ler courage there- 
tore and a pions reſolation ſhine hke Jewels 
in the midſt of your ricles, and ler nor the 
breach and violation of an Oath, make your 
Bed, ſometime or other, prove your Grave, 
and your Grave a worſer torment : But duly 
execute his Majeſties moſt pious and juſt 
Laws, that are as well the Pales of the 
Church,as the Bulwarks of che Kingdom. 
Ald. But, you know, we are Faſtices of the 
Peace, and the deſign of mine Office us only for 
the peace and welf are of this place, and conſe- 
quently, as a part of the whole Kingdem. Now 
when my judgment tells me that the execution of 
the Laws will more tend to the ruine and de- 
ſtrattion of our peace and quietneſs by the pro- 
vocation and diſturbance of theſe perſons, than 
the forbearance;, certainly I am excuſed frons 
the Obligation of mine Oath in that reſp&t. 
Fic. Iam nor, Sir, of your opinion in re- 
lation to what you now propoſe z.nor do I 
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conjecture that the executing the Laws 
againſt Conventicles and unlawful Aflem- 
blics will ac all diſturbe,bur very much ſercle, 
the peace and tranquillity of the Kingdom: 
For their numbers are not yer ſo great, bur 
that they may with facility be ſuppreſled, 
withour any breach upon our preſent quiet ; 
would the Juſtices of Peace lend their afſi- 
ſtance, and Command their Conſtables and 
inferiour Officers to ſeize and apprehend the 
principal Ars, that they may be broughc 
to the Bar of Juſtice, to receive their Sen- 
rence and condign puniſhment. For ſubſtract 
but the number of women and children, thac 
are uncapable of reſiſtance, from the toral 
fum of theſe bold Uſurpers, and Violaters of 
the Law ; and abate for the want of abilicy 
of ſome, by reaſon of their Age, and the de- 
fe of courage and reſolution in others; and 
we need not fear the power of the reſt, 
chere will remain ſo inconfiderable a num» 
ber to be encountred with: Finally, add 
to all this, that they are, for the moſt part, 
perſons who are inconſiderable in their 
intereſt, being Tradeſmen and Handicrattsz 
ſo that, if their Dram ſhould bear, and 
cheir Trumpets ſound ſedition and tu- 
mult, it could be none other than a Pro- 
logue to their final deftrution, Bur if 
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none of theſe Pleas could pofſibly with any 
reaſon be made, you are not, in your Office, 
to bea Judge of what js a mean to promote 
or continue the Pablick Peace ; for your Sen» 
rence is not proper in this cauſe, unleſs you 
were a Privie Counſellor ; but the Laws, you 
are {worn to, are to be your Direor, and, 
unleſs you receive a prohibition from him 
who has the Supreme Executive as well as Le- 
giflative Power of the Kingdom, your Oath 
( whatever may either through fear, ſelf-inte- 
tereſt, or indulgence to others be pleaded ro 
the contrary ) will oblige you, upon no leſs 
danger than the ruine of your ſoul, rodo 
what in you lies to diſcharge it. 

Ald. Bt exr livelihood ts in this totally con- 
cerned : We that are Tradeſmen, ſhould we be 
ſevere in the execution of the Laws againſt 
theſe perſons, we mnſt of neceſſity be undone, 
for we ſhould loſe a great part of our ( uftom. 

Vic. Mechinks your Worſhip is juſtlike a 
perſon quite ſhipwracked, you catch, with 
{ach greedineſs, at every lictle Planke and 
and Oar ; and Ihope I have almoſt vanqui- 
ſhed all your Arguments and Doubts, and 
hewed down the main P\llars of the Houle, 
you do ſo prop up your building with Poles 
and Faggot-ſticks: Do you not yer conſider 
that the welfare of your ſoul isto be preferred 

before 
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before not only your Eſtate, but your Life 
r00? What advantage & it ( that I may pur to 
you our Saviour's Queſtion) to gain the whole 
World, and to loſe your own ſou! ? This is ſo 
precious a Jewcl, that ir js not capable of 
barcer, or exchange: All your torment for the 
gaining of an Eſtate here, is only to make 
your Poſtericy rich : and what bench can 
you reap from their remporal welfare and 
proſperity ? Your body will lie rotting in a 
grave, and that Vaulc will be roo obſcure 
and dark for you to {ce through, and take a 
proſpect of your Families ſplendour. There 
cannot poſſibly be rhe leaſt refletion, from 
their honour and advancement here, upon 
you, when lodgcd in your bed of earth,and 
crumbled into Duſt and Vermine. And chen 
to have your Scul eternally miſerable, and 
to ſalute your body in fire and flames at the 
ercat and glorious Morning of the Refurre- 
Ftion, becaulc you have neglected your Ovl:i- 
gations here, both ro God, your King, and 
his holy Church, only to ſecure your preſent 
Poſſefſions, or to heap up Riches for fature 
Generations ; this 1s relinquithing the higheſt 
Heaven for a poor contempcible ſpot of Earth, 
Methinks, Sir, you ſhould be berter skilled in 
your own Trade, than to exchange the Pearl 
of prear price, tor ſmall, contemprible, and 
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periſhing Commedities; to barter Diamonds 
for Briſtol ſtones, and with the Indians, to 
co fell the fineſt Gold for a ſmall piece of 
painted Glaſs. If the ſevereſt Daries, and 
ſtriteſt Ooligations of moſt ſolemn Oaths, 
may thus be diſpenſed with, when Intereſt 
ſtands in comperition with chem 3 we then 
certainly never yet underſtood our Religion, 
nor 1s the Goſpel of our Saviour the way to 
Heaven, nor will the Gates of that glorious 
City be ever opened to the PraRticers of 
Chnſtianity, For if we make a narrow 
ſearch intoirthoſe eternal Precepts of the great 
Author and Contriver of our Religion, as 
well as Redeemer and Purchaſer of our lives 
and ranſom, we ſhall find, nextro a belief in 
our Saviour, that they con{iſt in mortitying 
our Apperites, Paſſions, and Deſires,in with- 
drawing our Afﬀections from too eager a pur- 
ſuit of this World, in a blefed contentation 
with our preſent Lot, chat turns Earth into 
Heaven and Paradiſe, in a due and conſtanc 
obedience to our Superiours, a ſtrict obſerva- 
tion of our Promiſes and Vows, and there 
muſt nor be wich us yea and nay. 'Tisa 
wonder to me,that Sr. Peter ſhould be blamed 
for denying his Maſter, if any intereſt might 
diſpenſe with duty ; or that che Primitive 

Martyrs had not been more wary, than to 
burn 
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burn their bodies,when they were no accepta- 
ble Sacrifice. Oar Saviour, TI am ſure, was 
obedient to the death, and has afſared thoſe 
of their unworthinels of himſelf, or any of 
thoſe advantages chat he has brought to an 
uneratcful World, if they love their Relacij- 
ons be:ter than himſelf. Believe it, Sir, God 
and Mammon, Chriſt and Belial cannoc boch 
be ſerved and obeyed ; and if you will obey 
the Commands of one, you muſt not be- 
come a {lave'to the other. I cannot but ad- 
mire, that a perſon of your Port and Gravity 
would once mention ſuch an Objection as 
this, that ſets a Temporal Intercſt againſt a 
Spiritual advancage, as if it were ponderous 
enough to encline the balance both of Faith 
and Reaſon. Shall a great and folcmn duty 
be negle&ted,to which you are obliged by the 
bond of an Oath, in which either your lazi- 
neſs or contempt exccrares all your own feli- 
city, and abandons your everlaſting bliſs, 
only for the Pelf and glittering Duſt of a 
ruinous and tottering World ? This is 
making a God of Mammon, vroſtrati- 
on before the Golden Image, and adoring a 
pitiful lamp of clay, - Bur whar ſhould I 
argue thus wich a Chriitian ? You are bap- 
tized ; and therefore have renoanced che 
World, as well as the Fleſh and the Devil : 
and 


Ro TOE GPOTIIR. & ITEIEIEIormomoomm. - — 


made Publick, 253 
and therefore I hope this Objeftion ſtarted 
from you through weaknels and inadverten- 
cy ouly, and was not the effc& of Judgment 
or Premeditation;z nor can you conjecture 
that Privare Intereſt is of chat concern with 
Almighty God as to be potenc enough to re- 
leaſe you from the leaſt duty, much leſs from 
the great and moſt ſtrit Obligation of an 
Oath. And yer, that I may endeayour to ob- 
- viate all Evaſions,cven to thoſe that may not 
have ſo deep and prevalent a ſenſe of duty, 
You know by reaſon of my Refidence and 
Function inthis Town Tam acquainted with 
almoſt all forts of Tradeſmen. 

Ald. 1 know you are. 

Vic. They tell me then, that indulgence of 
the Juſtices ro Fanaticks docs nor ar all en- 
creale their Cuſtome, or ſupportcheir Trade; 
nor will any Obligation engage theſe men ro 
buy any where but there where they may 
have che beſt bargain : And that which cn- 
clines me toa belict of this, is that prodigi- 
ous coverouſneſs and Jewith griping thar I 
have obſerved in che moſt of chem, as if it 
were riveced intheir very Religion for they 
__ abſtinence to ſave the expenſes of ho- 
pitality and good neighbourhood, and ſo 
become, ia their way,religious only that they 
may fſaye charges: Nor can I ar all wonder 
at 
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at theſe mens avarice, as long as they have (o 
much of pride and humour to maintain : 
So that as your intereſt and livehhood, were 
It concerned, is not enough to weigh down 
your dury and Oath, even that cannor be 
much damnified by your Juſtice and Severi- 
ry to thoſe perſons: For ſomewhere or other 
rhey muſt buy, and it your goods be moſt 
merchantable, and beſt cheap, you will nor 
fail of theſe Cuſtomers : If nor, all the arr 
and skill char you have, all the favour and 
kindneſs you can thew them, ſhall never be 
arguments prevalent enough to draw them 
into your nooſe and ſnare : For there are no 
perſons, under the Canopy of Heaven, thar 
are better skill'd in che arts and cricks of chear 
and couſenage than themſclves ; and there- 
fore wall cafily difcern the._liccle wiles chac 
you lay tor them. 

Ald.1 cannot but return very many thanks to 
nou, Mr. Vicar, for all your large aud pertinent 
diſcourſes, which 1 mnſt confeſs hve fully 
convinced me not only of the danger of diſcon- 
tented perſons,if permitted any longer to meet 
thus ingreat numbers to the diſturbance of our 
peace both in Church and State, but alſo of the 
Obligation of mine Oath, as a Juſtice of the 
Peace, to put in execution the Laws againſt 
them : And | pray Gd enable me to deny mine 
intereſ# 
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intereſt rather than ſo great and ſolemn an Ob- 
ligation,as an Oath #. 

Pic. Traſt God Almighty, Sir, with your 
Eſtace ; he will never bleſs you the leſs for rhe 
performance of your duty: For if yew be 
willing and obedient you ſhall eat the good of the 
Land, bat if yerefuſe and rebel, ye ſhall be de- 
woured with the Sword, for the marnth of the 
Lord hath ſpoken it, Iſa. £.19,20. Truſt, Sir, 
in God and do good,and you need nor doubr 
of being ſufficiently fed, Not only the wel- 
fare of the Church, which is as glorious as it 
1s great, depends upon vour activity,courage, 
and diligence; but even the King's honour, 


and the Kingdoms proſperity : For it Laws, 


that have received their Sanction, are nor pur 
in execurion, 1t maſt be for one of cheſe three 
Reaſons ; either becauſe chey are 1imprudenc 
and unjuſt in them{clves, and this will ſab- 
vert the Legiſlators wiſdom: Or, ſecondly, 
becauſe he that is to pur them in execution 
has not power enough to accompliſh the de- 
ſign, andchen, jus torce being contemprible, 
fear and dread will be: wichdrawn from the 
Subject: Or (laſtly ) becauſe there is a defect 
in his will for the accompliſhment of what 
his Power 1s ready to affilt him in, and che 
Juſtice of the cauſe enforces che Obligation 
of the duty: and either of chele Reaſons 


being 
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being granted, and believed amongſt che 
mulcicude will jimmediately lay a Kingdom 
waſte, and reduce Empires into heaps of 
Ruines : For a Prince being thought rowant 
wiſdom,brings his Perſon in contempt g wanc 
of power in time raiſes his Adverſaries, and 
defe& of willto reſiſt and withſtand them, 
encourages them to proceed to victory and 
conqueſt. 

Ald. I have nothing with which I can with- 
feand your convidtion. God pardon my po neg- 
lets, and 1 will be mere ſeduloms for the time to 
come : Bat methinks it ſhould ſomething abate 
exr rigour,to conſider that they would tolerate us. 

Fic. I ſee, did not your Oath goad you, 
the welfare of the Church and peace of the 
Kingdom would ſcarce prevail. Shake off, 
for once, all your fear, and do not love the 
honour more than the duty and burden of 
of your Office : And chen I will cell you chat 
never any Party yer would plead for Tolera- 
tion, but whilſt chemſelves were under re- 
ſtraintz they had anochcr note when the 


Sun ſhined, different from what they have | 
1n a ſhower, To my knowledge Toleration 
' wasaccurſed in their mourhs,who now thank 


God for .a gracious indulgence. The late 
times will aftord you teſtimonies enough of 


their ryranuy, when they wore the Sword of 
Power 
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Power and Force,and we ſhall aſſuredly find 
cheir ations contrary to cheir {pecious preten- 
ſions, ſhould Rebellion ever be rampant to a 
victory. Do bur read over the BooksT leuc 
you, and tell mechen what hopes you have of 
an indulgence from them, unleſs you once 
more turn to their Principles and Opinions. 
But that I may ule a my char muſt of ne- 
ceſſiry filence this Plea, (hall we ſuffer our 
ſelves to become che conquered Party, only 
that we may experience the civility of our 
Adverſary ? Will any man,in his right ſenſes, 
make over his Lordſhip and Poſlelſions to 
another, that he may receive a Penſion from 
it? We can expect none other than che grea- 
reſt violence from perſons of their Principles 
and malice, and thereforc let him char ſtand- 
ech cake heed leſt he fall. 

Ald. But if they ſhonld chance to have their 
deſigns accompliſhed, and ſhould, either by 
ſtrength or treachery gain a vittory over us,and 
fo we ſhou!d loſe the day, they wou'd preſently 
fall to pieces again, and thruſt their $ words in 
one anothers bowels. 

Vic. This, Sir, will be readily conſented 
to : Bur as by cheir former Methods you col- 
le& this, ſo by cheir preſent attempts you 
may, without the help of Stars, Prognoſticate 
their barbarous deſigns of riuine co our 
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Church, And it cannot bur be a ſtrange picce 
of Policy for a Prince to permit che invaſion 
of his Territories, and ſacrifice both himſclt 
and Poſlefſiens to the Avarice and Malice of 
his cracl Adverſarics, that they, wanting an 
Enemy to encounter, may ihcath their 
Swords in cne anothers bowcis : To be fur 

they will nor diſagree as long as they have a 
Common Adverfary lef: alive, and ir will be 
ſtrauge pleaſure for a dead Encmy thac his 
Adverſaries rage againſt cach other. I hope, 
Sir,yonr Arguments are all now ſ{pent:for cM 
Veſlel I perceives ont,by the dregs and Lees 
that run from it. Let me now with all hu- 
mility, beſeech your double care for the cxe- 
cution of what has been, to our ſorrow, too 
long neglced z and ler a true repentance, for 
your Omuillions, be evidenced both to God 
Almighty, and the World, by your fucure 
vigour and Activity. The Night has now 
blotted out che Day, and calls tor a period to 
our Diſcourſe: The Laws will prove your 
beſt Dirc&or, and your Oath and Duty the 
greateſt Motive, Let che gaping wounds of a 
bleeding Church beg your Charity to bind 
upthe ſores, and the devaſtation and miſery 
of former Wars, and 'almoſt total ſubverſion 
of Chriſtianiry amongſt us, beſeech your 
endeavour to ſupport that Church, which a 
warm 
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warm Sun would ſoon revive,and a {overe!gn 
Balſam quickly cure : Tha: your duty 0 
God may be faithfully diſcharged, and the 
breach of Oaths may nor burden your Con- 
ſcience ; That you may prove both an 
obedient and loyal Subject unto him who 
gives you your Honour and Authority by 
your Office, a faithful Aflertor of his Ma- 
jeſtics Power, and Supreme Prerogative, 2 
ftour Chamnion for the Church's Privi- 
ledges, a juſt Fence ro Propriery and Enclo- 
ſures, and a charitable Repairer of thole 
breaches that Schiſm and Sedirion have to0 
long made upon us. So ſhall you be 2 
crue Fence to the Fold of Chriſt, preſerving 
the encloſed from the mouths of Wolves ; 
and be a means of reducing thoſe wandring 
{ncep that, through giddinels or wantonneſs, 
have ſtrayed, our of cheir appoinced Paſtures, 
amoneſt the wild beaſts of che Foreſt. And 
God Almighty direct all your undertakings, 
and crown your Pious and Chriſtian endea- 
vours with ſucceſs ;, that your courageous re- 
{olucions and ſacred Promiſes may never rer- 
minare or be envalidated,through the ſubriley 
of the Adverſary, or allurements of the 


; . World, *'all your unwearied Performance 


pablickly ceſtifies, char your Promiſe was nor 
ra{h, nor your Oath in vain, 


S 2 Ald. Now, 
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Ald. Now, Sir, that you have anſwered my 
crnples, and invalidated my reaſonings, I 
ſhould be beneath the worth of mankind, if 1 
ſhomld not thankefully receive my convittion : 
And [ hope, whatever liberty I thought my ac- 
euſtomed Authcrity might intitle me unto, in 
Living checks ſometimes tothe manner of your 
Phraſe, and ſmartneſs of Expreſſion, 1 (hall 
for the future abate, and retratt 5 as well 
knowing, that though the contratted mainte- 
wance of thus place may ſrem to cloud your me- 
rits and deſerts, yet reſpetÞ u always due to a 
Scholar ; mmch mire ſhall I endeavony to de- 
port my ſelf in ſuch a kind and conrtcous fa- 
miliarity as becomes one whoſe ſoul is commit- 
ted to your care and charge; and ſhall (o far 
te flifie that abundant joy and pleaſure 1 have 
had in receiving ſuch ample ſatuſattion from 
you, that I hall for the future not enly my ſelf 
encreaſe my preſent allowance to you, but (hall 
endeavour to per (wade the reft of ney Brethren 
$0 4 more liberal Contribution : that ſo you may 
bear ſomething of the Port of an Embaſſadr 
of heaven, that you may be able to pray with- 
out diſtraftion,and preach with Authority,with- 
ont reſtraint either from our humours or 
Vices. 
Vic, Thamtily thank your good Worſhip 
that you are pleaſed ro accepr any thing 
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which IT am able co atremprt towards che 
Sawsfaftion of your ſcruple and doubtful- 
1iels; and that you have, nor only with pati- 
ence, bur entreaty,heard my familiar, thoagh 
for the moſt parc dutiful, diſcourſe chas 
long. Whatever words have been by me 
ſpoken raſh and unadviicd, I hope your 
clemency and mercy will pardon, and for 
any ſeeming leviries and jocular Sarcaſmes I 
queſtion not bur your candour and Iuge- 
nuity will forgive. Ler us both now, in our 
ſeveral Callings, endeavour the ſupprefſion 
of chatrude mulrcitade chac withes evil cothe 
proſperity of our Sion; I with a meek and 
gentle perſwafion, and you by a due execu- 
tion of the Laws ; thac ſo peace may be with- 
in our Walls, and plenccouſnels vifible in all 
our Habitations, that all Vice, of all kinds, 
being diſcountenanced, and puniſhed, both 
in Friends and Adverſarics, mercy and truch 
may ſhine from heaven, whilſt righteoulneſs 
and peace kiſson earth, 

Ald. 1 ſpall nob be wanting in any thing 
that conctrns mine Oath and Office, for the 
ſuppreſſion of thoſe that thus endeavour to [ups 
preſs wa ;, lut if the neareſt Friend 1 have 
offends againſt the Law, and it ſhall come to 
my cognizance, Þ[ ſhall afſuredly inflitt the Pe- 
nalties of the Statmie for that Vice, be it 
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what it will, that com's within mM) FT ifdifti- 
on znd Power ; Fir Oaths, 1 perceive, are Sar 
cred ttings, thit commit be vidlated withint 
the fn of Perjury, which is of no leſs perilory 
nature, than vdinits name, Welt 5 JH /* ey SIr, 
Sappey is com? in, and 1 muſt beg you ti bleſs 
owr 7 able, 4nd God A/mighty gr.mnt that 
«ll Diviſions may ce-ſe among 4, and Rebellion 
and T wmn't, ſince it cannot be intreated, mas, 
at the laſt, be [cared to Silence. 
Fic. AMEN. 
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nd now,that your poor Vicar ith oy i waſte 

As ſlender as hu T abic, mm. 27 9190 taſte 
Of . hzs | Poetick fury ; all the rage 
That he can ſpit from his ſm: fl wooden Cape 
Where,like a Bird of Athens, he ſits mute, 
Which when they meet in Couples do diſpute. 
His grave Antagoniſt, with hu dear Joyce, 
Making [:mbicks in her Gate and Voyce, 

After the toyl and ſad ſtorms of the day, 

Ws wilting to divert himſelf with play - 
When,l condemn'd, a m*lanchaly Pen 
Epitomis 'd an Eagle to a ppren. 

But,preſent! 'y, dammation men appear 'd, 

At view of whom the little Creſt was rear d; 

On firſt ſight of the fire the brain did boyl, 

And heated to a vopour did reco)l ; 

But,when the M: reury as fix'd, did went 

All its diſpntes into a merrim nt ; 

And on Puetick Bogpipes, read) blows 

To ſound a doom the Vicar play d his own. 
Pat Monke and Preslyterians in a Cell, 

T hat bo:h together may thy Fate furetel ; 
The ene from rigid Precepts of his Art, 
T"other from Pulſes of a trembling heart : 
Either, and both, wonld damn me to the flames, 
And diſogree in nothing bat in nam:s. 

Rigid Proonoſticators ! whoſe fierce ftars 
Kindle thr "Remes b; own by you Sons of Mars, F 
An 
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And turn vaſt Kingdoms into fire and [204k » 
Whilſt your Aſſociates in Rivers croak,; 

"Tilt covering all the World, like Egypts Frogs, 

T hey ſhake . oy elves, from whence engulphing 
Heated and boyled,by your enrag'd Ire, (Bogs | 
Swell, *till they burſt in brimſtone and in fire : 
And ai the roaring Atna's angry face 

Damns by refleftion all the Giants Race 

And as it ſpits Rivers of Brimſtone full, | 
So foameth the, horn- mad, Geneva Bull. 

T ake thy full ſwinge then,do but ſhake thy brad, 
Snuff out the Vicar: rage, and look him dead, 
Sev:re Fanatich, with thy myager face, 

T he only Relick of accurs'd Cham's Race z 

Who didſt a Pulpit full of Malice went, 

Hell and Damnation thy nouriſhment: 

Diſgorge thy ſelf ex trempore, and fron 

Th Azther to,what h: has,a Market Town. 


FINIS 


